
From Your Pastor… 
I mentioned briefly during last Sunday’s 

announcements that for a variety of 

reasons, I found it difficult to “get into 

the Christmas spirit” this season. I 

suspect that the same was true for some of you. I 

think part of it was the inevitable reflections upon 

the year that happen in December, and being more 

disillusioned about the state of the world: two (now 

three) airplane crashes; unrest in the Ukraine; 

continued violence in the Middle East, and especially 

towards the Christians there (who hold a special 

place in my heart); the Ebola outbreak and scare; the  

pain and outrage over the deaths of Eric Garner and 

Michael Brown, especially with the latter’s proximity 

to home. This is in addition to the difficulties my 

friends and extended family have endured this year, 

plus the general disgust with the consumer-driven 

focus of the holidays, even as I felt forced to 

participate in it. All of this weighed heavily on me, 

and made it a challenge to enjoy what is usually my 

favorite month of the year. 

    But something changed Christmas week. I try to 

make a point of visiting as many of our shut-ins as I 

can in the days before Christmas, and that, plus our 

beautiful Christmas liturgies and the next couple of 

days spent with my family really helped to me to 

heal. It reinforced to me the truths that I think are 

obvious to all of us but so often are buried under 

the rush of all the things we feel “have” to do: the 

best things about Christmas are the nurturing of 

personal relationships with people we love - 

especially in person - and celebrating the hope we 

have in the birth of Jesus in worship with our faith 

community. 

    May we remember these simple truths not only at 

Christmas, but the whole year through. 

    Happy New Year, and blessed 2015! 
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Adult Forum 
TODAY, Sunday January 4, our own 

Jill Thompson leads, Ferguson: How Did We 

Get Here?,  a class to help us understand 

the many conditions that culminated in the 

unrest we witnessed after the death of Michael 

Brown. Because of Jill’s work in Ferguson and North 

St. Louis City, she is uniquely suited to shed light on 

conditions that exist not only in Ferguson, but in 

other municipalities in St. Louis County and in many 

cities across the country. We hope you’ll join us for 

this timely & informative session. 

Thank You! 
We wish to thank the St. Mark congregation for their 

generous Christmas gift for 2014.  We all feel so 

blessed to serve this congregation in the different 

ways we are called. May this congregation and its 

members  continue to be blessed and thrive in 2015! 

  Thank you and Happy New Year!!  

~Elaine Lorentzen, Judi McDonald & Jill Thompson 

THANK YOU to all of you who contributed to the      

financial gift from the congregation and those who 

gave individual gifts, and THANK YOU to those who 

fed my addiction to cookies and sweets (anyone who 

thought I was looking “too thin” this year after my 

planned weight loss should take comfort!) ☺     

Melanie and I continue to be deeply touched by your 

tremendous generosity.  - Pastor Brian 

Jr. TURTLEs Laser Tag on Friday 
Youth in grades 6-8 are invited to an 

evening of Laser Tag at The Edge in 

Belleville THIS Friday, January 9 (this is 

moved up a week from the calendar). 

Meet at Pastor’s house at 6:30pm and bring $20 for 

laser tag; pizza will be paid for through the youth 

group. Please RSVP to Pastor to Melanie. 
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Prayer Requests 
If you have friends or loved ones that you 

wish to have remembered in the Prayers of 

Intercession during worship, or if someone’s 

name needs to be removed from the list, please   

notify Pastor or the office. 

Tuesday,  1/6 9:30 AM 
Bible class: Infancy 
Gospel of Thomas 

Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Evening Prayer—
Church 

Thursday 7:00 PM Bell Choir 

 8:00 PM Choir 

Friday    6:30 PM Jr. TURTLEs Laser Tag 

Saturday 9:00 AM Undecorate the church 

Sunday, 1/11 9:00 AM The Divine Liturgy 

 10:30 AM Sunday School 

 10:30 AM 
Adult Forum: Angels, led 
by Pastor Brian 

Next Sunday, January 11, 2015 
  

READINGS:  
Genesis 1:1-5 

Psalm 29 
Acts 19:1-7 

Mark 1:4-11 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Guenther 

Acolyte: Cody Buck 
Chalice Bearer:  Barb Wurdinger 

Crucifer: Brian Moeller 
Lector: Jim Montgomery 

Ushers: Jim Montgomery & Frank Dressel 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

END OF YEAR FINANCIAL REPORT 2014 

2014 Budget $157,309.00 

2014 Income Received 
 

+$159,347.08 

2014 Expenses Paid 
 

-$151,768.89 

     DIFFERENCE 
 

+$   7,578.19 

Tuesday Bible Class Resumes 
The Tuesday morning bible class resumes this 

Tuesday, January 6; we will continue study of the      

Infancy Gospel of Thomas. 

Donations for Pregnancy Care Center 
Our Fiber Arts Ministry delivers baby blankets & hats 

to Belleville’s Pregnancy Care Center, but the center 

in great need of other items as well. They serve 

children from birth to 5 years. They especially need 

socks, shoes and gently used boys clothing. 

   Look for the marked box in the Narthex to place 

your donations.  Thank you for your generosity. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT... 
+  The territory of the Central/Southern Illinois   

synod covers the lower three-quarters of the State of 

Illinois: from Bradley and Bourbonnais to Metropolis 

and from Quincy to Danville? 

+  Approximately 2/3 of our synod congregations 

are located in rural and/or small town settings, while 

1/3 of our congregations would be considered urban 

and/or suburban? 

+  The baptized membership of all 130 synod     

congregations is almost 43,000; and the confirmed 

membership is nearly 34,000? 

+   The Central/Southern Illinois Synod relates to the 

Ambovombe-Androy and Faradofay Synods of the 

Malagasy Lutheran Church in Madagascar? 

+   The Malagasy Lutheran Church (3.2 million   

members) is the 9th largest church in the Lutheran 

World Federation? 

Adult Forum NEXT Sunday: Angels 
Interested in angels? Pastor Brian begins 

a four-week series NEXT Sunday 

(January 11) about these popular    

heavenly beings, focusing primarily on    

angels as they are depicted in the Bible, 

the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the Apocrypha, and in 

conversation with contemporary views of angels. 

Attendance on:  Christmas Eve: 106  Christmas Day: 36 

Sunday, December 28, 2014: 45 


