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February 22, 2015 +  The First Sunday of Lent 

From Your Bishop... 
I was driving to an evening worship 

service this past Saturday when I heard 

the news that an early mentor of mine 

had died the night before. His name was 

Otis Woodard. When I was seminary    

student in St. Louis, Otis was the director of a      

Lutheran outreach ministry in a blighted 

area of north St. Louis. You couldn't miss 

Otis when he was around the seminary; he 

was African American, in contrast to the 

predominantly white students and faculty; 

and he dressed in loud, colorful African attire; and 

he was exceptionally boisterous, jovial, and         

extroverted.  I did regular volunteer work at that 

outreach center; Otis made me feel responsible by 

giving me a key to his office (which was actually the 

first floor of the house he and his family lived in) the 

second week I was there. Before I went around the 

neighborhood on my own, I went with Otis on the 

streets and into people’s homes. One day we went 

into a small upstairs apartment to check on a moth-

er and her new baby. The mother’s boyfriend was 

there.  It was clear that the boyfriend didn’t get 

along well with Otis, despite all that Otis was doing 

for him – Otis had provided baby food and clothing, 

he had worked on their landlord about fixing a 

plumbing problem in the apartment, he had helped 

the boyfriend get a job. Otis asked him how his job 

was going. The boyfriend just muttered and      

cussed.  Later, Otis said to me, “John, to help these 

people, you have to love them.  And the hardest thing 

about this ministry is loving people who have       

contempt for you.  But you have to love them.” I have 

never forgotten that lesson in ministry.  

Otis loved the people he tended to because God’s 

love had grasped Otis, and Otis understood the depth 

of God’s love for us. 

God loves the people who have turned away in 

contempt, in pride, in pain, and in doubt.  In          

traditional language, God has “so loved the world as 

to give his only begotten Son” to save them. And, of 

course, we are among “them”. This is the message of 

the cross of Christ crucified.  

From Isaac Watts: 

Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 

And did my Sovereign die? 

Would he devote that sacred head 

For sinners such as I? 

Answer: yes! 

We will repeat this year in our Ash Wednesday   

liturgy, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 

shall return.” The truth of this hits close to home 

again as I recall Otis. But these words only the first 

movement of Lent, not the whole sonata. There is 

more to come for Otis, for us, and for the world. 

    May God’s unfailing love grasp you and all of our 

churches in this season of our Lord’s journey to the 

cross.       - S. John Roth, 

  Bishop, Central/Southern Illinois Synod 

TURTLEs Trivia Night - March 7 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 

7 and get ready for the TURTLEs annual 

trivia night! The cost is $15 per person, 

and tables hold 8 people. If you want to 

be at a St. Mark table, we can arrange it! Contact 

Diane at 696-8613 to reserve your spot! 

Memorial Services for Otis Woodard 
+ Galilee Central M.B. Church 2324 Lincoln Ave. East St. 

Louis, IL 62204. This is for those that wish to pay their 

respects, and family, February 26, 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm. 

+ Transfiguration Lutheran Church 1807 Biddle Street St. 

Louis, Mo. 63106. This is for FAMILY & INVITED FRIENDS, 

February 27, 1:30pm. 

+ A memorial service is planned for the Peace Park when 

the weather is warmer. 
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Monday, 2/23 6:00PM Pastoral Care committee 

 7:00PM Church Council 

Tuesday 9:30 AM Bible class: Hosea 

Wednesday 6:00PM Soup supper 

 7:00 PM 
Lent Evening Prayer - 
Church 

Thursday 7:00 PM Bell Choir 

 8:00 PM Choir 

Friday 12:10PM 
Stations of the Cross at 
St. Mark 

Sunday, 3/1 9:00 AM The Divine Liturgy 

 10:30 AM Sunday School 

 10:30 AM 
Adult Forum: Miss 
Representation Pt. 3, led 
by Sarah Ott 

Next Sunday, March 01, 2015 
  

READINGS:  
Genesis 17 1-7, 15-16 

Psalm 22: 23-31 
Romans 4: 13-25 

Mark 8: 31-38 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

Acolyte: David Crosby 
Chalice Bearer:  Corbin Moeller 

Crucifer: Frank Dressel 
Lector: Andrea Moeller 

Ushers: Rick Crosby & Bruce Martens 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

Offerings for Sunday, February 15 

Sunday worship attendance:  63 

    General Fund Collection: $2471.00 

       Crisis Fund: $10.00  

 AM Coffee Fund:                             $18.00  

New Photo Directory! 
Your Stewardship team is spearheading the        

formulation of a new photo directory! 

    We are going to create the directory ourselves    

rather than use a formal company. Thus, we ask 

that St. Mark attendees email photos of yourself or 

your family to  

office@stmarkbelleville.org.  

    Please include email addresses & phone numbers 

so we can update our records. If you’ve moved in 

the last year or so, add your mailing address as well 

to make sure we have the most accurate             

information.    Thank you! 

Adult Forum: Miss Representation 
Continuing today after worship is our 

n e x t  s e s s i o n  b a s e d  o n  t h e               

documentary, Miss Representation. The 

film stirs conversation about the media’s depiction 

of women in leadership, with special attention to its 

effect on young women & men as they grow up. Led 

by Sarah Ott. Please join us!  

Lent Soup Suppers  
Lenten soup suppers continue on 

Wednesdays at 6:00PM before evening 

prayer. Please sign-up as a group or individual on 

the sheet in the parish hall near the coffee stand. 

Augustana Symphonic Band 
THIS Friday, February 27 at 7:00PM at Faith Lutheran 

Church, 520 E Hwy 50, O’Fallon, IL, the Augustana 

Symphonic Band from Augustana College (Rock     

Island, IL) will perform music of the highest artistic 

quality written for the wind band. Directed by James 

Lambrecht, the program will include sacred and   

secular music with everything from contemporary 

works to traditional hymn tunes. Don’t miss the    

opportunity to hear one of the nation’s premier    

college ensembles!  

Please send any condolences and flowers for 

Otis’ family to Transfiguration Lutheran Church 

(address and service date on front page) 


