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Help Needed for Bishop Eaton’s Visit 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will be 

here for the Schaaf lecture on March 21 

and for worship on the 22nd, and we need 

help! We are expecting the  largest crowd of any 

Schaaf lecture yet, with visitors coming from all over 

the synod & from the Missouri side as well.  

    Setting up extra chairs in the church, directing 

guests to our parking lot, providing/serving        

refreshments, set-up/clean-up, plus food for the 

Sunday brunch - these are all areas in which we’ll 

need help from St. Mark & St. George’s members. 

Watch for sign-up sheets coming soon! 

Adult Forum:  Angels! 
TODAY, Sunday, January 25, Pastor Brian 

leads Part 3 of a four-week series about 

these popular heavenly beings, focusing 

primarily on angels as they are depicted in 

the Bible, the Dead Sea Scrolls, & the Apocrypha. 

Campus Ministry Trivia Night!  
Let Pastor Brian know if you are interested in joining 

a St. Mark table for the Lutheran Campus Ministry 

trivia night on Saturday, February 7 at Bethel       

Lutheran Church in University City (7001 Forsyth). 

Doors open at 5:45PM, play begins at 6:30PM. $20 

person/tables of 8. 

    And don’t forget about the TURTLEs trivia night 

here at St. Mark on Saturday, March 7! 

From Your Pastor... 
I continue to be inspired by the brief  

reflections that come to me through the 

newsletter of Windridge Solitude, the 

retreat center I stayed at a couple of 

years ago. The following is from their winter edition: 

“On a late autumn day, my eyes came up with me as 

I straightened from bending to pick something off 

the carpet of my bedroom, and, as it happened, I 

found myself looking out at a single deep pink   

gorgeous rose, framed by the window.  The sun was 

shining on it, bringing its brilliance to 

perfection. 

    I’ve always found that roses achieve 

their very best just before a frost comes 

to claim them. 

    I became aware of a sadness that tinged my     

appreciation of such breath-taking beauty. For some 

reason, my mind jumped to the Ascension when  

Jesus left the bereft apostles and returned to the 

Father. 

    I suppose for us humans, we might consider the 

feelings and circumstances on that day akin to 

gathering round a loved one’s deathbed and the   

bereavement we might feel.  

    However, I was led elsewhere as I gazed at that 

rose soon to fade. I recalled Jesus’ words: he won’t 

leave us orphans and would send the Spirit. So I 

mused that winter is the time of the Spirit. Like the 

trees which seem barren but are really extending 

and growing their roots in preparation for more 

growth come spring and summer, winter is a time of 

quiet, almost imperceptible growing that the Spirit 

makes possible within us. 

    Winter is the time of the Spirit… no wonder our 

image of the Spirit is fire, where we warm ourselves 

through what seems barren times.” 

    Wishing you the warmest of blessings in these 

chilly days! 

Otis visit on February 8 
Our friend Otis Woodard will make his annual 

visit to preach & lead the education hour 

here on Sunday, February 8. Any items that you 

want to donate to Otis’ North St. Louis Lutheran 

Outreach ministry can be brought to the Parish Hall 

that day. Batteries, new underwear & socks are    

always welcome! 



Donations for Pregnancy Care Center 
Our Fiber Arts Ministry delivers baby 

blankets & hats to Belleville’s Pregnancy 

Care Center, but the center in great need 

of other items as well. They serve children 

from birth to 5 years. They especially need socks, 

shoes and gently used boys clothing. 

   Look for the marked box in the Narthex to place 

your donations.  Thank you for your generosity. 
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Gift Cards!!! Just because 

Christmas is over doesn’t mean you 

can’t still buy gift cards through the 

TURTLEs! See or Contact Diane Martens at 

696-8613 to place your order. There are 

HUNDREDS of businesses to choose from, and the 

TURTLEs receive a percentage of each sale! 
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Monday, 1/26 6:00PM Pastoral Care committee 

 7:00PM Church Council 

Tuesday 9:30 AM 
Bible class: The 3rd Letter 
of John 

Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Evening Prayer—
Church 

Thursday 7:00 PM Bell Choir 

 8:00 PM Choir 

Friday     Pastor’s Sabbath 

Sunday, 2/1 9:00 AM 
The Divine Liturgy, 
with Geppert baptisms 

 10:30 AM Sunday School 

 10:30 AM Adult Forum: Angels 

Next Sunday, February 1, 2015 
  

READINGS:  
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Psalm 111 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Mark: 1:21-28 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Guenther 

Acolyte: David Crosby 
Chalice Bearer:  Corbin Moeller 

Crucifer: Frank Dressel 
Lector: Andrea Moeller 

Ushers: Rick Crosby & Bruce Martens 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

Tuesday Bible Class  
Please join us in the office/education 

building conference room on Tuesday 

mornings at 9:30AM for in-depth study and good 

conversation as we study the Third Letter of John.   

Electronic Giving is a convenient way to 

provide consistent financial support to St. 

Mark, even when you’re out of town.  

Please contact the church office to learn 

how you can participate! 

Offerings for Sunday, January 18 

 Sunday worship attendance:  81 

    General Fund Collection:  $3322 

  Food Pantry:         10 
             

Thank you for your gifts! 

DID YOU KNOW THAT… 
+  11 synod congregations operate early childhood 

education centers that are affiliated with the ELCA?   

Two are located in Washington, IL, while the rest are 

located in Bartonville, Bloomington, Columbia,     

Mahomet, Normal, O’Fallon, Olney, Peoria, and 

Springfield. 

+  The synod is sub-divided into 6 geographic areas 

known as “conferences”?  The names of the         

conferences are:  East Central; Northeast; Northern, 

Northwest; Southern; and West Central (St. Mark is in 

this last conference). 

+  The chief executive officer of a conference is 

called a “dean”?  The conference dean is a pastor who 

is elected for a 3-year term and can serve for two 

consecutive terms. 


