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From Your Pastor… 
Reflections on this year’s Maundy     

Thursday… 

    Friends, the Holy Land is a dusty place. 

If you have been there or seen pictures you 

will notice that there is very little green space in that 

region. Satellite images of the area are more brown and 

tan than green and blue – the only strips of green    

follow winding streams or the Jordan River to the east. 

It is easy to imagine, then, why folks in that region 

needed to wash their feet before entering homes or 

other buildings. It’s like going to the beach and trying 

to prevent sand from getting into your car. Cleansing 

your feet before entering another‘s home was a sign of 

respect – a way to honor that person’s hospitality. 

    We don’t live in such dusty places these days. Our 

feet wear shoes and other coverings. We make sure to 

wipe our shoes as we enter the home of another 

but are not often instructed to remove those coverings 

just to gain entry.  

    Modern Christianity continues to hold the tradition 

of washing feet on Maundy Thursday. It is an intimate 

& humbling experience to have your feet washed by 

another. It is just as intimate & humbling to kneel 

down and do the washing. One would normally wash 

one’s own feet at a basin of water near the entrance of 

a home or building, but a wealthy person would have 

their servants wash the feet of guests as they arrived. 

So it was quite a statement indeed when Jesus knelt 

down and washed the feet of his disciples, taking on a      

servant’s role. Then he commanded them to wash the 

feet of others. 

    Some people these days, however, feel                 

uncomfortable presenting their feet in this way. The 

deeper experience of the liturgy might thus be lost to 

one who does not wish to bear that part of their body 

to another. So this Maundy Thursday we are going to 

try something new to St. Mark. We are going to wash 

hands. Our hands see a great deal of 

work. Some fashion items out of 

wood or stone while others use pens 

and keyboards to communicate over 

great distances. Hands can practice 

healing arts and carry germs that 

cause illness. Hands hold on to loved ones and make   

gestures out car windows to strangers. Our hands are 

just as dusty and worn as feet were back then. 

    It is my hope that you will bring your tired, dusty, 

worn-out hands to worship on Maundy Thursday and 

experience the healing power of water poured and 

cross marked. We follow the command to wash as we 

prepare to enter into the worship and praise of our 

Lord Jesus Christ whose death and resurrection renews 

us all.  

Photo Directory Pics TODAY! 
If you haven’t emailed a photo of yourself or your 

family to office@stmarkbelleville.org, we 

have another opportunity for you: TODAY, 

in place of our Adult Forum, we will have 

folks available to take your photo in the 

Parish Hall following worship. We also will have 

forms you can fill out to make sure we have the 

most up-to-date mailing addresses, email          

addresses and phone numbers. Thank you! 

No Tuesday Bible Class for 2 Weeks 
Please join us in the conference room after our 

“Easter break” when classes resume April 14 for in-

depth study and good conversation as we continue 

to look at the Old Testament book of Hosea.   

Walking Way of the Cross 
We enter into the Good Friday mystery by walking 

the Way of the Cross from St. Luke’s Catholic 

Church  to St. Mark THIS Friday, April 3, beginning 

at 12:10pm, with a soup lunch at St. Mark to follow. 

No SHINE service this Saturday 
Because of the Easter Vigil service next Saturday, 

April 4 at 7:00PM, there will be no SHINE worship in 

April. Please join us for the Easter Vigil held this year 

here at St. Mark, celebrated jointly with Calvary & 

Peace Lutheran Churches. 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 
We want to offer our deepest thanks to SO MANY 

folks from St. Mark who helped make Presiding 

Bishop Eaton’s visit last weekend so wonderful and 

successful. The event was nearly flawless, and that 

didn’t happen without a lot of hard work 

and dedication from you. Thanks to all 

who served as ushers, greeters, parking 

guides, and all of the kitchen help:      

set-up, clean-up, buying food, cooking 

& arranging food, making coffee & punch,          

decorating tables, cleaning the Parish Hall & putting 

it back together. Worship was beautiful and inspir-

ing thanks to our choirs, guest organist Nancy    

Ypma, the altar guild, our worship leaders, more 

ushers… and the Holy Spirit might have had just a 

bit to do with it all too! 

    Bishop Eaton enjoyed herself as well, saying that 

“everything was just so great.” 

    This was truly a blessed and historic event. We 

couldn’t be prouder of our church. Thank you! 

                            - Pastor Brian and Kathy Evans  
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Gift Cards are still available through 

the TURTLEs! See or contact Diane M. at 

696-8613 to place your order. There are 

HUNDREDS of businesses to choose from, and the 

TURTLEs receive a percentage of each sale! 
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Tuesday  No Bible class 

Wednesday  
No soup supper or 
evening prayer 

Thursday, 4/2  Maundy Thursday 

 7:00 PM 

Divine Liturgy with 

ritual Washing of 

Hands—Chapel 

Friday, 4/3  Good Friday 

 12:10PM 

Walking Way of the 
Cross—Start @ St. 
Luke’s & process to St. 
Mark, then soup lunch 

 7:00 PM 
Joint Good Friday  

Liturgy—Church 

Saturday, 4/4  Holy Saturday 

 9:00 AM 
Decorate Sanctuary for 
Easter 

 7:00 PM 
Vigil of Easter @ St. 

Mark 

Sunday, 4/5 9:00 AM 
Easter Sunday 
festival liturgy  

  
Easter egg hunt after 
liturgy 

Thursday, April 3, 2015 

Maundy Thursday 
READINGS:  
Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Mark 16:1-8 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

Acolyte: Cody Buck 
Chalice Bearers:  Barb Wurdinger  

Crucifer: Rex Rothgangel  
Lector: Kathy Rothgangel  

Ushers: TBA 
 
 

Next Sunday, April 05, 2015 

Easter Sunday 
READINGS:  
Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Mark 16:1-8 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

Acolyte: David Crosby & Braden Valerius 
Chalice Bearers:  Corbin Moeller  

& Barb Wurdinger  
Crucifer: Frank Dressel  
Lector: Andrea Moeller   

Ushers: Rick Crosby & Bruce Martens 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

“Like” Us on Facebook! 
If you are on Facebook and haven’t done 

so yet, please search for “St. Mark 

Lutheran Church,” look for a photo of our church as 

the profile picture, and “like” our page. You will 

receive reminders of upcoming events, as well as 

occasional prayers, photos, and other bits of helpful 

information. 

Offerings for Sunday, March 22 

Sunday worship attendance: 156 

    General Fund Collection: $2563 

  Food Pantry $25 
Office Hours for Randi 
Regular office hours for our new Administrative    

Assistant, Randi Cardoza, are as follows: 

Monday:   8:00AM-12:00PM 

Tuesday:  8:00AM-12:00PM 

Wednesday:   1:00PM-5:00PM 

Thursday:   8:00AM-12:00PM 

Friday:      1:00PM-5:00PM 

Easter Flowers donations are needed for 

to decorate the altar area on Easter Sunday. 

Donation envelopes are in the hymnal racks. 

Donate any amount & take the flowers with you after 

worship. Thanks for making our church especially 

beautiful for its biggest day of the year. 

LST Course at St. Mark: 4/14, 21, 28 
The latest Lutheran School of Theology-St. Louis 

course to be offered HERE at St. Mark is: 

“MANY NEW FACES OF CHRIST TODAY: Jesus Seen 

Through Third World Eyes” 

In these three sessions, The Rev. Dr. Warren Crews 

will explore new thinking about Jesus that is arising 

among Latin American, Asian & African Christians as 

they seek to move beyond the images of Jesus that 

they have inherited from European and American 

missionaries to new ones that express their own  

people’s deepest desires for new life in Christ. 

3 Tuesdays (April 14, 21, and 28): 7:00-9:30PM 

Tuition:  $48 

Register at www.lststl.org or call 314-918-2556, 

or register by e-mail to registrar@lststl.org.  

mailto:registrar@lststl.org

