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From Your Pastor… 
A few years ago, I invited folks who felt a 

nudge from the Holy Spirit to begin new 

ministries at St. Mark, and one of those 

nudges became our Fiber Arts Ministry. 

    You hear the announcements, you see the     

beautiful shawls and blankets and scarves displayed 

on pews when they are blessed during liturgy,   

maybe you’ve participated in an event or two. But 

I’m betting that you don’t have the full story of the 

variety of the people to whom the FAM group     

ministers. I hadn’t put it all together until a recent 

email from Cheryl N., and I was so struck by it, I 

wanted to share with you the scope of this        

wonderful outreach effort by these members. 

    The ministry began in the fall of 2013, with just a 

few folks willing to get together, do fabric crafts, 

and hopefully share some fellowship while doing 

good for others. 

     The fiber arts group has since "networked" with 

others to grow the ministry. They started by finding 

groups that were in need of the items they were 

making - lap robes, prayer shawls, and baby       

afghans, and found the Pregnancy Care Center in 

downtown Belleville, and Bethany Place, resource 

and residential center for HIV/AIDS individuals in the 

metro area. The FAM continues to provide items for 

these groups each month. 

    The “With God’s Little Ones” group (with whom 

we packed food last January) had some simple   

sewing projects to provide bookbags, backpacks, 

feminine hygiene kits and other simple projects for 

their ministries remote areas of Cambodia,        

Madagascar, and the Philippines.  

    They have given prayer shawls to individuals— 

members & non-members—and they have received 

notes of gratitude for their caring and concern. 

    Last fall the FAM began partnering with a group 

of ladies at Westfield Manor, a Lutheran Senior    

Adult Forum: Miss Representation 
Continuing today after worship is our 

f i n a l  s e s s i on  ba s ed  on  t h e               

documentary, Miss Representation. The 

film stirs conversation about the media’s depiction 

of women in leadership, with special attention to its 

effect on young women & men as they grow up. Led 

by Sarah Ott. Please join us!  

Services living center here in Belleville. This has   

expanded the number of items produced and has 

forged wonderful relationships between our     

members and the residents. 

    Cloth diapers; hygiene kits; indestructible flannel 

and double-knit blankets distributed through our 

food pantry; stitching of baptismal bibs and towels; 

sponsoring “learn to sew and crochet” events… 

these are just a few of the fruits of the FAM’s labors. 

    In Cheryl’s words: 

    “We have pictures of the kids in Cambodia       

receiving the bookbags we made for them, and we 

can see the joy on their faces. We are told of the 

gratitude that the Bethany community shares    

whenever the laprobes and shawls are provided for 

them. Each person who receives an item is touched, 

even though we are not physically present… 

    “The goals of Fiber Arts is not really to make 

things (although that's a nice by-product for those 

who need them), but it is to increase our loving   

relationships through this ministry. Even if people 

don't meet together to create the projects with us, 

we are able to use their donations of yarn & fabric to 

make items that touch other lives with love & caring, 

reflecting our loving relationship with Christ.” 

    I give thanks to God for the wonderful work these 

members are doing for so many people in so many 

places. Please talk to Cheryl N., Jan D. or Peggy A. if 

you’d like to join this vibrant and diverse ministry!  
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Tuesday, 3/10 9:30 AM Bible class: Hosea—CR 

Wednesday 6:00PM Soup supper—PH 

 7:00 PM 
Lent Evening Prayer - 
Church 

Thursday 7:00 PM Bell Choir 

 8:00 PM Choir 

Friday 12:10PM 
Stations of the Cross at 
St. Mark 

Sunday, 3/15 9:00 AM The Divine Liturgy 

 10:30 AM Sunday School 

 10:30 AM 
Adult Forum: Diet & 
Diabetes, led by Pam 
Nicholson, Dietician 

 10:45 AM Confirmation 

Next Sunday, March 15, 2015 
  

READINGS:  
Numbers 21:4-9 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
Ephesians: 2:1-10 

John 3:14-21 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian Robison 

Assisting Minister: Brian Moeller 

Acolyte: Jackie Lynch 
Chalice Bearer:  Tom Partelow 

Crucifer: Rex Rothgangel  
Lector: Cheryl Newsome 

Ushers: John Friedenbach & Al Patrick 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

Offerings for Sunday, March 1 

Lenten worship attendance:  16 

Sunday worship attendance:  19 

    General Fund Collection:        To be reported with  

                                                    3/8 totals 

Photo Directory Pics on March 29 
To help us get to know each other    

better, your Stewardship team is   

spearheading the formulation of a new 

photo directory. 

    We are going to create the directory ourselves    

rather than use a formal company, so there won’t 

be any photography appointments or pressure to      

purchase packages of pictures. 

    If you haven’t emailed a photo of yourself or your 

family to office@stmarkbelleville.org, we have     

another opportunity for you: on March 29 (Palm 

Sunday), in place of our Adult Forum, we will have 

folks available to take your photo in the Parish Hall 

following worship. We also will have forms you can 

fill out to make sure we have the most up-to-date 

mailing addresses, email addresses and phone 

numbers. 

    Thank you for your assistance and cooperation! 

Next Sunday AF: Diet & Diabetes 
For next Sunday’s (March 15) Adult Forum, we      

welcome Pam Nicholson, a Registered Dietician at 

Memorial Hospital, who will present a class on Diet & 

Diabetes.  

    Diabetes is a serious medical condition that affects 

millions of Americans. With the amount of sugar in 

the typical American diet, it is a problem difficult to 

manage without concerted effort. Stewardship of our 

bodies is of prime importance so, Come and get more 

information that can help lessen the impact or      

prevent this disease. 

Saturday, March 28 is Cleaning Day! 
Beginning at 9am we will clean, polish, vacuum, and 

dust both the church and chapel for Easter.  We will 

also be putting up palms and changing the frontals.  

If you have an hour, please come and help altar 

guild members prepare for Holy Week.  Bring your 

long-pole duster or long-hose vacuum if you have 

one.  

Lent Soup Suppers  
Lenten soup suppers continue on Wednesdays 

at 6:00PM in the Parish Hall before evening 

prayer at 7:00PM in the church. 


