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From Your Pastor… 
Many of you know that I am a fan of        

superhero movies, and so it won’t surprise 

you that I have seen the latest Marvel movie, 

Avengers: Age of Ultron, three times since it came out 

10 days ago. 

    Ultron begins as a computer program that is given a 

mission to keep peace throughout the world. As often 

happens in sci-fi movies, the program becomes     

sentient, creates a body for itself, and reasons that 

since humans are responsible for crime, war, et al, the 

way to fulfill the mission & create a lasting 

peace is to eliminate all of humanity. A   

reasonable, if flawed point, to say the least! 

    Hopefully none of us are bent on global 

destruction, but something that humans do 

all too often is focus on achieving a goal without    

considering the true cost of that action. Naturalists and 

biologists are very familiar with the chaos brought by 

invasive species, particularly those introduced on   

purpose. Just one example is the mongoose, brought 

to the Hawaiian islands to control rats in the sugar 

cane fields (rats brought on foreign ships, mind you). 

Not only did that not work, but the population of     

native ground nesting birds has been greatly           

diminished. The environment is crowded with        

devastating examples of human short-sightedness. 

    In our personal lives as well, many folks make life 

decisions (beginning/ending relationships, quitting 

jobs or taking new ones, relocating, etc.) that at a  

proverbial glance seem like the best way to achieve a 

personal “goal” (i.e., happiness, more money), but 

without consideration to how those actions might   

affect the people around them. 

    The first way the apostle Paul describes love in 1 

Corinthians 13 is to say that “love is patient.” Patience, 

sound judgement, and discernment (Proverbs 3:21-23) 

are virtues to keep close to us as we consider any ac-

tion, for to do so is to indeed “love our neighbors as 

ourselves.” 

No Sunday School Today 
There is NO Education Hour TODAY 

Sunday, May 10. Enjoy a wonderful 

Mother’s Day! 

Ascension Worship & Ice Cream! 
THIS Thursday, May 14 at 7:00PM, St. 

Mark and St. George’s will celebrate the         

Ascension of Jesus with a joint worship 

service and an ice cream social           

immediately after! Make plans to join us 

for this special celebration and an opportunity for 

fellowship with our Episcopalian friends.  

    St. George’s will host the service which will     

feature Bishop Daniel Martins of the Episcopal     

Diocese of Springfield as preacher and presider.  

Elaine’s Sabbatical 
Our wonderful organist, Elaine, has served 

faithfully at St. Mark for 20 years, and in 

that time has not had a break for any   

significant period. Elaine has requested and been 

granted by the Pastoral Care Committee and Church 

Council a three-month sabbatical, beginning May 24. 

Music Director Jill Thompson has secured substitutes 

for nearly all Sundays that Elaine is expected to be 

gone. We will miss Elaine during her time away, and 

we pray that she will return refreshed and restored! 

The Last Day of Sunday School will be 

NEXT Sunday, May 17.  Like last year we will 

meet outside under the trees, sing songs, 

have a few fun activities and then walk to the 

White Cottage for ice cream. EVERYONE is 

welcome to join us as we celebrate the      

beginning of our summer break.   



THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
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Monday, 5/11 6:00 PM Health Cabinet - CR 

Tuesday 9:30 AM Bible class: Joel—CR 

Thursday 7:00 PM 
Ascension Day 
liturgy with ice cream 
social to follow 

 8:00 PM Adult choir 

Sunday, 5/17 9:00 AM The Divine Liturgy 

 10:15 AM Coffee hour 

 10:30 AM 
Sunday School finale 
with White Cottage 
visit 

Sunday, May 17, 2015 
READINGS:  

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
Psalm 1 

 1 John 5:9-13 
John 17:6-19 

 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Guenther 

Acolyte: Cody Buck 
Chalice Bearer:  Tom Partelow  

Crucifer: Keith Kniepkamp 
Lector:  Cheryl Newsome  

Ushers: John Friedenbach & Al Patrick 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

Offerings for Sunday, May 3 

SHINE worship attendance 14 

Sunday worship attendance: 77 

    General Fund Collection: $2379 

  Coffee Fund $111 

  Food Pantry $25 

  Fiber Arts $50   
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Trinity Saturday BBQ May 30 
Mark your calendars and make plans to join 

us on Saturday, May 30 at 5:30PM in the 

church courtyard for a barbecue &          

fellowship hosted by the Stewardship team in       

celebration of the feast of the Holy Trinity.        

Stewardship will provide the meat, drinks, & paper 

goods; please RSVP on the sign-up sheet in the  

Parish Hall with what side dish/dessert you can 

bring. 

    This event will take the place of our usual Vigil of 

Pentecost worship & barbecue (originally scheduled 

for May 23), which we are foregoing this year       

because of a number of regulars being unavailable. 

Property Clean-up with St. George's 
Keep Saturday, May 23 open and let’s 

join St. George's for some gardening 

FUN - weeding, raking, pruning, window 

washing, and any other outdoor      

landscaping task that pops up that day! We will start 

work at 8:00AM but you are welcome to come join 

us whenever it is convenient for you. Stay an hour or 

all day, any help will be appreciated. Bring your own 

tools and don't forget your gloves. If you have   

questions, contact Candi Hamill at penfolds@cox.net 

or 479-739-4917. 

Flower Pots Needed 
And speaking of gardening… Lisa Reyes, one 

of our members who resides at Nathan’s 

Health Care, is part of a group of residents wanting to 

start a garden—and she said that they need POTS: 

large, small, giant… they’ll take whatever they can 

get. A bonus would be some starter plants to help get 

them going. If you can help, please let Pastor Brian 

know.  

The Envelope, Please... 
The TURTLEs youth group invites you to "shell out 

some dough" to help them get to the ELCA Youth 

Gathering in Detroit. Just take an envelope off the 

board in the Welcome Area and make a donation in 

the amount on the envelope you choose, then put 

the envelope in the offering basket or hand it to Tom 

Partelow or a TURTLE. Thank you for your support! 
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