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From Your Pastor… 
Today we celebrate the feast of Pentecost, 

the third most important holy day behind 

Easter and Christmas. The reading from 

Acts (2:1-21) encompasses the whole known world 

at the time of Christ - Parthians, Medes, and    

Elamites, et al - in the form of the list of visitors to 

Jerusalem who witnessed the outpouring of the 

Spirit on the apostles. And it has been the same 

from that day forward: though we haven’t yet seen 

the fulfillment, it is still God’s deepest desire to 

awaken a knowledge and experience of the Spirit in 

every man, woman & child in creation. 

    We all need the Holy Spirit because the Spirit 

alone can enable and empower us to live the life 

that Jesus showed us is possible through his own 

life, death and resurrection. We need the Spirit to 

guide us to the truth, especially the truth about   

Jesus and his message. Every day a barrage of     

information and opinion tries to take the place of 

the One who gives life in its fullest. But in the midst 

of all this noise, the Spirit continues to speak, 

sometimes with a “still, small voice,” sometimes 

with a “nudge.” These voices and nudges come to us 

in so many ways: through songs, scripture,          

inspirational movies & books, the words & gestures 

Trinity Saturday BBQ May 30 
Mark your calendars and make plans to join 

us NEXT Saturday, May 30 at 5:30PM in the 

church courtyard for a barbecue &          

fellowship hosted by the Stewardship team in       

celebration of the feast of the Holy Trinity.        

Stewardship will provide the meat, drinks, & paper 

goods; please RSVP on the sign-up sheet in the  

Parish Hall with what side dish/dessert you can 

bring. We will have tables and chairs but you might 

want to bring a lawn chair just in case.     

The Envelope, Please... 
The TURTLEs youth group invites you to 

"shell out some dough" to help them get to 

the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit. Just 

take an envelope off the board in the Welcome 

Area and make a donation in the amount on the 

envelope you choose, then put the envelope in the 

offering basket or hand it to Tom Partelow or a 

TURTLE. Thank you for your support! 

of friends & family. 

    Humans are not “action figures” that God moves 

around at will, pawns to be played with for fun; we 

are God’s beloved children. Thus, like the perfect 

parent, God knows and wants what is best for us and 

rather than forcing us down one path or another, 

offers guidance through the Spirit towards the best 

possible outcome. 

    Of course, having free will means we can ignore 

that guidance; we often think we know better and we 

ignore that “still, small voice,” or the noise of our 

culture all but drowns it out. But through it all, the 

Spirit continues to offer to teach us how to move 

ahead in peace, to be confident in its guidance, even 

when we can’t see where the road leads. 

    That outpouring of the Spirit in the sight of    

people from all over the world stands as God’s   

public notice, declaring “I have not left you desolate. 

I will help you. I will teach and encourage you,     

empower and energize you to do the things that are 

best for you and for my people.” 

    Let us trust that God still speaks to us through the 

Spirit. Let us make time for quiet prayer &         

meditation, that we might hear that voice. May God 

grant us the courage to listen and follow. 



Gift Cards are STILL available through 

the TURTLEs! See or contact Diane M. at 

696-8613 to place your order. There are 

HUNDREDS of businesses to choose from, and the 

TURTLEs receive a percentage of each sale! 
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Chocolate & Coffee! 
Don’t forget that we have fair trade coffee 

& chocolate for sale in the parish hall. 

These products are not only delicious but 

good for workers & the lands they farm - 

and they make great  - and EASY - gifts! 

Monday, 5/25  
Memorial Day —Office 
Closed 

Tuesday 9:30 AM Bible class: Amos—CR 

Friday  Pastor’s Sabbath 

Saturday 5:30 PM 
Trinity  BBQ —
Courtyard 

Sunday, 5/31 9:00 AM 
Divine Liturgy for the 
Holy Trinity 

 10:15 AM Coffee hour 

 10:35 AM 
First Communion class
- conference room 

Sunday, May 31, 2015 
READINGS:  

Isaiah 6:1-8 
Psalm 29 

Romans 8:12-17 
John 3:1-17 

 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

Acolyte: Nathan Partelow 
Chalice Bearer:  No Communion  

Crucifer: Corbin Moeller  
Lector:  Youth  

Ushers: Don Muller & Frank Dressel 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

Healing Service May 31 
We will offer healing prayer with laying on 

of hands NEXT Sunday, May 31 during our 

regular morning service. All who feel the need for 

healing are welcome to participate in this ancient 

ministry of the church. 

Offerings for Sunday, May 17 

Sunday worship attendance: 84 

    General Fund Collection: $4313 

  Crisis Fund $20 

  Food Pantry $120   

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Congratulations graduates! 

Devin Kilzer - Belleville East 

Noah Murakami - Belleville West 
Special Giving Envelopes 
A reminder that the Stewardship team has 

placed envelopes in the pews that you can 

use to designate your offering for a particular      

purpose, i.e., General Fund, Food Pantry, Youth, or to 

be used during special services.  

    And, if you are one that gives cash in the offering, 

placing it in an envelope with your name on it will 

allow it to be recorded in our accounting software 

and thus listed on your end-of-year donations sheet 

for tax purposes. 

Calling all grass cutters… 
Practicing good stewardship, St. 

George’s & St. Mark do not use a lawn 

service to care for the grounds. Instead, we rely on 

volunteers from each congregation. We also alternate 

months during the summer for grass cutting. St. 

Mark cut the grass in April, and are asked to do so 

again in June and August.  If you have your own lawn 

mower and could help with a week in June, please 

talk with Rex Rothgangel, 558-8349.    


