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For Your Pastor… 
This is the first in a series of articles 

about the “decline” of the Church. 

You don’t have to look very far in media of 

various stripes to find articles describing the “decline 

of Christianity,” the “steep drop in church attendance,” 

and other sorts of harbingers signaling the end of 

Christianity as we know it. While the topic might    

warrant a couple of minutes on the evening news or a 

story a few scrolls down on CNN.com, it is something 

that is all over my Facebook feed. Granted, a good 

percentage of my Facebook friends are ministers, and I 

am a member of the “ELCA Clergy” group, so it makes 

some sense that these are topics discussed more    

regularly among religious professionals. And whew - 

are they ever discussed! Every day I scroll past article 

after article about the decline of the Church, why    

millennials aren’t coming to church (millennials are 

people reaching young adulthood around the year 

2000, & are the population generally attending church 

the least), why people are leaving church, AND along 

with all of this lamenting, there is article after article 

with convenient, bullet-pointed lists of what YOUR 

church can do about it. On and on and on… it’s       

exhausting, frustrating, and it can be very depressing. 

    It’s depressing, in part, because it is generally 

true. The numbers of people identifying themselves 

as a particular denomination and church attendance    

numbers have been dropping for more than a    

decade, and almost no denominations have been 

immune.  

    St. Mark is an exception among Lutheran    

churches in that we are growing. Thanks be to God! 

But even this growth follows a decline that saw us 

go from an average attendance of 101 per Sunday in 

2005 down to 62 in 2011 before our increases (we 

average 84 per Sunday to this point in 2015). 

    So what’s going on?? Tune in next week and we’ll 

talk further. 

Blood Drive TODAY 
St. George’s is hosting an American Red 

Cross Blood Drive TODAY, Sunday, June 

14, from 9:00AM-1:00PM in the parish 

hall. Please donate and give a gift that 

cannot be bought. 

Calling all grass cutters… 
Practicing good stewardship, St. 

George’s & St. Mark do not use a lawn 

service to care for the grounds. Instead, we rely on 

volunteers from each congregation. We also alternate 

months during the summer for grass cutting. St. 

Mark cut the grass in April, and are asked to do so 

again in June and August.  If you have your own lawn 

mower and could help with a week in June, please 

talk with Rex Rothgangel, 558-8349.    

Save the Date! 

Sunday, August 30:  

     Church picnic at Schranz Memorial Park           

in Swansea (same location as last year) 

Sunday, September 13:  

      Rally Day and “God’s Work, Our Hands”    

                                                      Sunday 

New Directories Available! 
Our up-to-date homemade photo  

directories are available! Pick up a 

black-and-white copy on the St. Mark 

table in the Welcome Area, or we can email you one 

in color. 

    Thanks to Randi and the Stewardship team for 

putting together this great resource! 
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Chocolate & Coffee! 
Don’t forget that we have fair trade coffee 

& chocolate for sale in the parish hall. 

These products are not only delicious but 

good for workers & the lands they farm - 

and they make great  - and EASY - gifts! 

Tuesday, 6/16 9:30 AM Bible class: Amos—CR 

Friday  Pastor’s Sabbath 

Sunday, 6/21 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

 10:15 AM Coffee hour 

  Happy Father’s Day! 

Sunday, June 21, 2015 
READINGS:  

Job 38:1-11 
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

Mark 4:35-41 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

Acolyte: Cody Buck 
Chalice Bearer:  Tom Partelow  

Crucifer: Keith Kniepkamp  
Lector:  Cheryl Newsome  

Ushers: John Friedenbach & Al Patrick 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

Recycling Reminder 
We have blue recycling bins in several 

rooms around the church, including 

large barrels near the Parish Hall kitchen and in the 

old kitchen/youth room in the education building. 

Please use them, especially if you’re in the Hall!  

    Don Muller, under the Creation Care auspices of 

the Stewardship Committee, will dispose of the      

recycling as the bins fill. Belleville offers single-

stream recycling, so almost anything can go! Thank 

you for your conscientious participation! 

Offerings for Sunday, June 7 

Sunday worship attendance: 78 

Shine worship attendance 21  

    General Fund Collection: $2527 

  Coffee Fund $28 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Meals on Wheels Drivers Needed 
Meals on Wheels (based out of our Parish Hall) is in 

desperate need of drivers due to the loss of several 

volunteers drivers and one paid driver. 

   If you would like to drive, please contact Frank 

Rogers at 277-1406 or Jody Coleman at 233-6320. It 

takes about 2 hours: from 10:15AM to 12:15PM.  You 

have your choice of days and even just one day a 

month will help!  The directions to the places are very 

clear, even if you are not that familiar with the 

Belleville/Swansea area. 

   Please consider joining us to help serve our 

neighbors in need by delivering meals to them. 

Children’s Chapel 
Children’s Chapel is back! Continuing 

through the summer, children ages 10 

years old and younger are invited to their own     

liturgy in the chapel immediately following the  

Gospel reading. They will rejoin the adults during 

the Sharing of Peace.   

    Our Children’s Chapel worship leaders (Melanie 

Robison and others) will lead the children through 

the same parts of the service that the adults will be 

doing, only done at the children’s level to help       

engage them more actively. They will participate in 

songs, prayers, a children’s Creed and a simple    

lesson from the day’s Scripture readings.  

    Parents are welcome to attend too!  


