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For Your Pastor… 
Part Two in a series of articles about the 

“decline” of the Church. 

So in terms of folks in the USA identifying 

as belonging to a specific denomination and actually 

attending worship, the numbers across virtually all 

denominations have declined, or at best, stayed 

more-or-less stable, mostly thanks to immigration. 

The conclusion that some draw from these numbers 

is that eventually, the Church will disappear entirely. 

    The generally optimistic church leaders &       

theologians lean less towards “doom-and-gloom” 

and more on the side of saying that the Church is 

“changing,” and the social forces we are witnessing 

are evidence of this. I’m definitely more in this camp 

- the “downers” tend to leave out the fact that the 

Church has been through much worse than what it’s 

enduring now, and it has made it through. A great 

book I read about this phenomenon is The Great 

Emergence: How Christianity is Changing and Why. 

Author Phyllis Tickle explains that every 500 years 

or so, the Church seems to hold a giant “rummage 

sale,” and dramatic changes occur. First, around the 

year 500, Christianity solidified itself as the only 

acceptable religious practice in the Roman Empire 

(having been legalized in the 300’s). Then, around 

the year 1000, the “Great Schism” between the  

Eastern and Western Churches erupted. Go another 

500 years, and we know what Martin Luther started 

in 1517 (the Protestant Reformation). 500 years  

after that? Here we are! 

    Okay… so the Church is changing, society is 

changing… What does this mean? What do we in the 

Church do about it? How do we stay solvent and  

relevant and meaningful in the midst of all of this 

change, in which it seems that people are less     

interested in church than ever before? 

  More on these questions next week! 

New Directories Available! 
Our up-to-date homemade photo  

directories are available! An angel   

delivered a number of printed copies in color, and 

so you may pick up a color or black-and-white    

directory on the St. Mark table in the Welcome Area, 

or we can email you one. 

    Thanks to Randi and the Stewardship team for 

putting together this great resource! 

Pastor at Confirmation Camp 
Two of our confirmands, Braden Valerius & Ethan 

Collins, will be attending Confirmation Camp at 

Camp Wartburg in Waterloo all this week, with    

Pastor Brian joining them from Wednesday evening 

through Friday morning. Cell phone reception in 

that area is “sketchy,” so please be patient if you 

attempt to reach Pastor and he doesn’t respond 

right away. And, sometimes text messages & emails 

make it through when calls don’t! 

First Communion Next Sunday 
We celebrate with five of our young    

people who will be receiving their First 

Holy Communion NEXT Sunday, June 28. 

Please join them and their families at worship and a 

reception in the Parish Hall following the liturgy. 

FROG Summer Event? 
It’s been a while since the FROGs 

(Families Relying on God) group has 

gotten together. If anyone is interested in hosting 

an event sometime this summer, please contact 

Melanie or Pastor. 

Happy Father’s Day! 
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Monday, 6/22 6:00 PM 
Pastoral Care 
Committee Meeting—
CR 

 7:00 PM 
Church Council 
Meeting—CR 

Tuesday 9:30 AM Bible class: Amos—CR 

Wednesday-
Friday 

 
Pastor at Confirmation 
Camp 

Saturday  Pastor’s Sabbath 

Sunday, 6/28 9:00 AM 
Divine Liturgy with 
First Communion 

 10:15 AM 
Coffee hour with 1st 

Communion reception 

Sunday, June 28, 2015 
READINGS:  

Lamentations 3:22-33 
Psalm 30 

2 Corinthians 8:-15 
Mark 5:21-43 

 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Guenther 

Acolyte: Braden Valerius 
Chalice Bearer:  Mike Murakami  

Crucifer: Brian Moeller  
Lector:  Don Muller  

Ushers: Jim Jolley & Rick Crosby 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

Recycling Reminder 
We have blue recycling bins in several 

rooms around the church, including 

large barrels near the Parish Hall kitchen and in the 

old kitchen/youth room in the education building. 

Please use them, especially if you’re in the Hall!  

    Don Muller, under the Creation Care auspices of 

the Stewardship Committee, will dispose of the      

recycling as the bins fill. Please do NOT put TRASH 

or STYROFOAM in the blue bins! Thank you for your 

conscientious participation. 

Offerings for Sunday, June 14 

Sunday worship attendance: 76 

    General Fund Collection: $2936 

  Crisis Fund $10  

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Meals on Wheels Drivers Needed 
Meals on Wheels (based out of our Parish Hall) is in 

desperate need of drivers for the Belleville/Swansea 

area. It only takes about 2 hours: from 10:15AM to 

12:15PM.  Even just one day a month will help!  

   If you would like to drive, please contact Frank 

Rogers at 277-1406 or Jody Coleman at 233-6320.  

Calling all grass cutters… 
Practicing good stewardship, St. 

George’s & St. Mark do not use a lawn 

service to care for the grounds. Instead, we rely on 

volunteers from each congregation. We also alternate 

months during the summer for grass cutting. St. 

Mark cut the grass in April, and are asked to do so 

again in June and August.  If you have your own lawn 

mower and could help with a week in June, please 

talk with Rex Rothgangel, 558-8349.    

Save the Date! 
Sunday, August 30:  

     Church picnic at Schranz Memorial Park in   

                        Swansea (same location as last year) 

Drivers for Appointments? 
On occasion some of our members with 

difficulty driving have need of a ride to 

doctor’s appointments, et cetera. If you 

are open to helping someone in this capacity, please 

contact June Benedick, our Faith Community Nurse. 

She will put you on a list of folks to contact when an 

opportunity arises. 

Congratulations Graduates! 
 

Taylor Richards - DePaul University 


