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SHINE Worship on SUNDAY! 
Join us NEXT SUNDAY, July 5, at 6:00PM 

for less-formal  worship with 

contemporary Christian music in the 

chapel. 

    Yes, SHINE is on SUNDAY in July in order not to 

conflict with July 4 activities. 

For Your Pastor… 
Part Three in a series of articles about the 

“decline” of the Church. 

Okay… so the Church is changing, society 

is changing… What do we in the Church do about it? 

How do we stay solvent and relevant and meaningful 

in the midst of all of this change? These questions 

have driven many in the Church crazy and inspired 

all manner of worship and program “trends” over 

the past 20-30 years. We’ve seen the rise of 

“megachurches” that rely upon making worship   

entertaining, using screens and rock music and 

special effects in an effort to bring the Gospel to 

people who have become used to this kind of venue. 

Even in traditional liturgical churches, various non-

traditional services have come and gone in an effort 

to forge something, anything that people will find 

meaning in (read: whatever will keep them coming 

to church!). Some churches go full-tilt into         

fundamentalism and biblical literalism (which often 

results in exclusivism), while others on the other 

New Directories Available! 
Our up-to-date homemade photo  

directories are available! An angel   

delivered a number of printed copies in color, and 

so you may pick up a color or black-and-white    

directory on the St. Mark table in the Welcome Area, 

or we can email you one. 

First Communion Today! 
We celebrate with five of our young    

people who received their First Holy 

Communion today: 
 

Morghyn Alderson, Logan Downen,                

Ellie Geppert, Tyler Martens, & Ash Robinson  
 

Please join them and their families for a reception in 

the Parish Hall following the liturgy! 

FROG Summer Event? 
It’s been a while since the FROGs 

(Families Relying on God) group has 

gotten together. If anyone is interested in hosting 

an event sometime this summer, please contact 

Melanie or Pastor. 

end of the spectrum dispense with much of an    

emphasis on worship at all, and dedicate        

themselves to social justice causes (which is 

GREAT, except that one doesn’t have to be a   

member of a church to do those things). 

    All of these and many, many more have been   

efforts to keep people coming to church in the 

numbers many folks remember from the 50’s, 60’s 

and 70’s. Except that… it’s not working. None of it 

is working. Not for the purpose of keeping up     

attendance numbers. And so church people are   

understandably vexed, concerned and frustrated. 

    And among those “church people,” the ones who 

are most concerned & frustrated are church     

leaders: pastors. Because really, who stands to lose 

the most from declining attendance, which results 

in declining church income? It’s the professional 

ministers, those whose living comes from serving a 

church full or even part-time. And yes, that       

includes Yours Truly! 

    More next week! 



THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
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Tuesday, 6/30 9:30 AM Bible class: Obadiah—CR 

Saturday  Happy Independence Day 

Sunday, 7/5 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

 10:15 AM Coffee hour  

 6:00 PM 
SHINE worship-chapel 
(special day) 

Sunday, July 5, 2015 
READINGS:  
Ezekiel 2: 1-5 

Psalm 123 
2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

Mark 6:1-13 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Brian Moeller 

Acolyte: Jackie Lynch 
Chalice Bearer:  Corbin Moeller  

Crucifer: Frank Dressel  
Lector:  Andrea Moeller  

Ushers: Nancy Guenther & Bruce Martens 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

Recycling Reminder 
We have blue recycling bins in several 

rooms around the church, including 

large barrels near the Parish Hall kitchen and in the 

old kitchen/youth room in the education building. 

Please use them, especially if you’re in the Hall!  

    Don Muller, under the Creation Care auspices of 

the Stewardship Committee, will dispose of the      

recycling as the bins fill. Please do NOT put TRASH 

or STYROFOAM in the blue bins! Thank you for your 

conscientious participation. 

Offerings for Sunday, June 21 

Sunday worship attendance: 73 

    General Fund Collection: $3078.51 

  Food Pantry $5 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Meals on Wheels Drivers Needed 
Meals on Wheels (based out of our Parish Hall) is in 

desperate need of drivers due to the loss of several 

volunteers drivers and one paid driver. 

   If you would like to drive, please contact Frank 

Rogers at 277-1406 or Jody Coleman at 233-6320. It 

takes about 2 hours: from 10:15AM to 12:15PM.  You 

have your choice of days and even just one day a 

month will help!  The directions to the places are very 

clear, even if you are not that familiar with the 

Belleville/Swansea area. 

   Please consider joining us to help serve our 

neighbors in need by delivering meals to them. 

Chocolate & Coffee! 
Don’t forget that we have fair trade coffee & 

chocolate for sale in the parish hall. These 

products are not only delicious but good for 

workers & the lands they farm. They make great gifts! 

Calling all grass cutters… 
Practicing good stewardship, St. 

George’s & St. Mark do not use a lawn 

service to care for the grounds. Instead, we rely on 

volunteers from each congregation. We also alternate 

months during the summer for grass cutting. St. 

Mark cut the grass in June, and are asked to do so 

again in August.  If you have your own lawn mower 

and could help with a week in August, please talk 

with Rex Rothgangel, 558-8349.    

Save the Date! 
Sunday, August 30:  

     Church picnic at Schranz Memorial Park in   

                        Swansea (same location as last year) 

Tuesday Bible Class 
Our last class before the summer break will be this 

Tuesday, when we discuss the shortest book in the 

Bible: the book of the prophet Obadiah. Join us in the 

conference room at 9:30AM! 


