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From Your Pastor… 
Part Five of a series about the “decline” of 

the Church 

    As attendance has now been steadily 

decreasing, so has the income for church-

es. For many congregations the pastor’s salary takes 

up the lion’s share of the budget, and thus as in-

comes went down, so did parishes’ ability to pay a           

full-time pastor. Many churches now can only afford 

a part-time pastor, leading ministers to calls in     

so-called “multi-point” parishes, in which the pastor 

might serve two or three congregations in order to 

cobble together a “full-time” job that will enable 

him/her to pay their insurance and into retirement, 

let alone maintain something of the lifestyle they 

may have become accustomed to.  

    This situation has led further to a couple of other 

situations: 1. pastors being unwilling to take        

part-time or multi-point calls, leaving many       

congregations without pastors; and 2. the rise in lay 

ministry, such as the Synodically Authorized       

Ministry (SAM) program in our synod, as a way to lift 

up people from within the congregation to provide 

some pastoral leadership at a much lower cost. 

    I think this is a great truth behind the distress 

exhibited by church leaders about the so-called   

decline. Some have their hearts in the right place 

and are genuinely concerned that fewer people in 

worship (and even less in Sunday School) means 

that people are not hearing the Gospel and receiving 

the sacraments in community with others. But for 

others, it’s fear regarding the real or potential loss 

of a lifestyle they have become accustomed to. And 

who can blame them? Very few people are happy 

about living a simpler life when it is not their choice. 

    So the situation may seem dire for professional 

church leaders, but is the Church overall in a similar 

state? Some say absolutely; I say, “not so fast.”  

More next week... 

TURTLEs Sending & Worship 
TODAY, Sunday, July 12 in worship we send 

forth the TURTLEs with prayer & blessings 

to the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit. 

    And on Sunday, August 9, the TURTLEs will lead 

worship & a special education hour presentation 

about the Gathering. 

In Case of Emergency... 

Pastor Brian will be out of the office from    

Tuesday, July 14 through Saturday, July 25. In 

case of pastoral emergency, please contact  

Pastor Ron Neustadt at 314-243-3914. Pastor 

Ron will also serve as preacher & presider at 

our July 19 worship. 

And They’re Off! 
Our  You th  Ga th er ing         

participants will meet at 

5:30AM sharp at Our Lord’s Lutheran Church in 

Maryville (150 Wilma Drive) where they will catch the 

bus to caravan to Detroit. 

    May God grant them safe travels and new and   

exciting experiences of grace! 

Then, Follow the Youth Group on FB... 
The youth group will post Gathering       

updates and photos from Detroit regularly 

on a special group page set up on          

Facebook. Just search for St. Mark Turtles and join 

the group if you haven’t already. 

...and on the ELCA Website! 
Watch live streaming video of the mass gatherings in 

Detroit at www.elca.org/gathering. 
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Tuesday, 7/14-
Saturday, 7/25 

 Pastor on vacation 

Tuesday, 7/14-
Sunday, 7/19 

 
TURTLEs at ELCA 
Youth Gathering in 
Detroit 

Sunday, 7/19 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

 10:15 AM Coffee hour  

Sunday, July 19, 2015 
READINGS:  

Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 23 

Ephesians 2:11-22  
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Ronald Neustadt 

Assisting Minister: Greg Guenther 

Acolyte: Cody Buck 
Chalice Bearer:  Tom Partelow  

Crucifer: Keith Kniepkamp  
Lector:  Cheryl Newsome  

Ushers: John Friedenbach & Jason Martens 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

Offerings for Sunday, July 5 

Sunday worship attendance: 58 

Shine worship attendance 9 

    General Fund Collection: $1968 

  Coffee Fund $45.75 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Coffee Hour Hosts! 
If you are interested in hosting our    

coffee/fellowship hour on Sunday    

mornings, please sign up on the sheet in the Parish 

Hall near the coffee stand. See Kathy Evans if you 

have any questions about hosting! 

Save the Date! 
Sunday, August 2: St. Mark Night at the Grizzlies 

Sunday, August 30:  

     Church picnic at Schranz Memorial Park in   

                        Swansea (same location as last year) 

Sunday, September 13: Rally Day and “God’s Work.  

    Our Hands.” Sunday 

FROG Summer Event? 
It’s been a while since the FROGs 

(Families Relying on God) group has 

gotten together. If anyone is interested in hosting an 

event sometime this summer, please contact    

Melanie or Pastor. 

Tuesday Bible Class on Break 
The Tuesday Bible Class is taking its summer break 

and will not meet in July. Join us when we resume 

on August 4 to begin studying the book of Micah. 

St. Mark Night at the Grizzlies, 8/2! 
Sunday, August 2 at 6:05PM we head out 

to Sauget to watch Gateway Grizzlies    

baseball! Tickets are $9, and we need a 

minimum of 20 people. Please sign up on 

the bulletin board in the Parish Hall or contact Greg 

Martens in person or at ga72mart@charter.net if you 

are interested in attending.  

Thrivent hosts Coffee Hour TODAY 
Be sure to join us downstairs in the Parish 

Hall after worship for a special coffee hour 

hosted by Thrivent Financial and our own 

Sarah Ott! 

Parish Nurse on Vacation 
Our Faith Community Nurse, June Benedick, will be 

on vacation from July 17 through July 25. 


