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From Your Pastor… 
Part Six of a series about the “decline” of 

the Church 

    So the situation may seem dire for  

professional church leaders, but is the Church  

overall in a similar state? Some say absolutely; I say, 

“not so fast.” 

    My saying “not so fast” here is part optimism and 

part realism. Because as I said back in Part 2 of this 

series, the Church has been through terribly rough 

times and emerged fractured, but intact. But at least 

as important is the fact that the wonderful church 

attendance most congregations enjoyed in the 50’s, 

60’s and 70’s - and from which we are declining - 

that high attendance was an aberration. It’s easy for 

us to think of that time as what had always been, 

because it’s what we and our grandparents          

remember, but that was actually very unusual in the 

history of the Church. It is very likely that the high          

attendance those decades was a result of collective 

PTSD (Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder) after first-

world nations were battered by World War I, the 

In Case of Emergency... 
Pastor Brian is out of the office through Saturday, 

July 25. In case of pastoral emergency, please    

contact Pastor Ron Neustadt at 314-243-3914.  

Welcome Pastor Ron! 
We are so pleased to welcome back our long-time 

pastor, Ron Neustadt, as preacher & presider during 

today’s worship.  

When Will Our Youth Be Home? 
Our Gathering participants should  arrive 

back to Maryville by 10:00PM tonight. We will call/

text parents when we are about an hour from 

Maryville.   

Great Depression, and World War II, and fears   

stemming from Cold War threats kept people in 

church. People were in church praying for safety and 

security, longing for the presence of God in places 

that could shut out the evils of the world. Seeking 

guidance on moral issues that had never been faced 

before, and processing information that was coming 

in waves through new technology. 

    People always seek solace in the Church after 

traumatic times, but eventually they return to more 

typical patterns and routines. A great example in 

miniature is what happened in churches after the 

terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001. Years of 

slow decline were suddenly reversed as church    

attendance spiked in the years after 9/11 - even St. 

Mark’s highest years of average Sunday attendance 

were in the 5 years after 2001. So what I think we 

are seeing in the Church at-large in first-world   

nations is actually a return to typical patterns of 

worship attendance that were in place before the 

20th century. More next week!  

Elaine’s Resignation 
If you were in church last Sunday you heard that our 

long-time organist, Elaine Lorentzen, has resigned 

her position here in order to relocate to Florida. Her 

sabbatical was intended as a time of discernment as 

she pondered what direction to go in her life, and 

that time has led her to this decision. She holds no 

animosity towards St. Mark and wishes she could 

come up every weekend to play for us. We will miss 

Elaine tremendously and thank her for her many 

years of service, and we wish her all the best in her 

new adventure! 

    Elaine said that she will return for a Sunday in 

September so we can give her a proper send-off. 
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Tuesday, 7/14-
Saturday, 7/25 

 Pastor on vacation 

Sunday, 7/26 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

 10:15 AM Coffee hour  

Sunday, July 26, 2015 
READINGS:  

2 Kings 4:42-44 
Psalm 145:10-18 

Ephesians 3:14-21  
John 6:1-21 

 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Preacher & Assisting Minister: Brian Moeller   
Acolyte: Nathan Partelow 

Chalice Bearer:  Mike Murakami  
Crucifer: Rex Rothgangel  

Lector:  Don Muller  
Ushers: Jim  Jolley & Nancy Guenther 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

Offerings for Sunday, July 12 

Sunday worship attendance: 89 

    General Fund Collection: $3596 

  Crisis Fund $10 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Save the Date! 
Sunday, August 2: St. Mark Night at the Grizzlies 

Sunday, August 30:  

     Church picnic at Schranz Memorial Park in   

                        Swansea (same location as last year) 

Sunday, September 13: Rally Day and “God’s Work.  

    Our Hands.” Sunday 

St. Mark Night at the Grizzlies, 8/2! 
Sunday, August 2 at 6:05PM we head out 

to Sauget to watch Gateway Grizzlies    

baseball! Tickets are $9, and we need a 

minimum of 20 people. Please sign up on 

the bulletin board in the Parish Hall or contact Greg 

Martens in person or at ga72mart@charter.net if you 

are interested in attending.  

TURTLEs Worship 
    Be sure to join us on Sunday, August 9, 

when the TURTLEs lead a Gathering-

themed worship & a special education hour 

presentation about the Gathering. 

Parish Nurse on Vacation 
Our Faith Community Nurse, June Benedick, is on 

vacation through July 25. 

Did You Know That… 
+  The 2015 Pedal for a Purpose has 

raised $28,859.99 towards its goal of 

$30,000 for the Malagasy Lutheran Church? You 

may help us reach the goal. Checks may be made 

payable to:  “Central/Southern Illinois Synod” with a 

note that it is for “2015 Pedal for a Purpose”. 

+  Following two earthquakes near Kathmandu,   

Nepal, which killed more than 8,000 people and 

displaced thousands more, the ELCA provided 

$500,000 to large-scale emergency response      

efforts?  

+  The ELCA Malaria Campaign has raised more than 

$14 million on the way toward our $15 million goal? 

The Malaria Campaign is part of the Campaign for 

the ELCA. 

+  Thanks to ELCA funds which helped support the 

distribution of food, medical and other supplies, 

Liberia has now been declared “Ebola-free”? The 

country recently celebrated the end of the Ebola  

virus outbreak. See http://ELCA.org/News-and-

Events/7743  

http://ELCA.org/News-and-Events/7743
http://ELCA.org/News-and-Events/7743

