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SHINE Worship TONIGHT! 
Join us TONIGHT (SUNDAY) at 6:00PM for 

less-formal worship with contemporary 

Christian music in the chapel. 

    Yes, SHINE is on SUNDAY in July in order not to 

conflict with July 4 activities. 

New Directories Available! 
Our up-to-date homemade photo  

directories are available! An angel   

delivered a number of printed copies in color, and 

so you may pick up a color or black-and-white    

directory on the St. Mark table in the Welcome Area, 

or we can email you one. 

For Your Pastor… 
Part Four of a series about the “decline” of 

the Church 

    Among the “church people” who are 

most concerned and frustrated about failed     

efforts to reverse decline are church leaders:   

pastors. Because it’s the professional ministers, 

those whose living comes from serving a church 

full or even part-time, who stand to lose the most 

from declining attendance, which results in      

declining church income. 

    For much of the history of this country,      

ministers lived relatively “simple” lives, as did 

much of the population. While they may have had 

other jobs to provide income, many were paid 

with a home provided by their congregation (a 

“parsonage”), as well as food they either grew 

themselves or was given to them. Not much     

income was needed, which was good - since 

there wasn’t much to be had. Following World 

War II, the increase in manufacturing and         

improvements in transportation & communication 

and the jobs that came with these, and as        

incomes rose in general, so did many people’s 

lifestyles. Ministers benefitted from a rapid rise in 

church attendance, when pews were filled every 

Sunday and income was good and steady, and 

thus they too enjoyed the fruits of higher living. A 

full-time career with a good income until         

retirement became the norm for many ministers 

across denominations. As attendance has now 

been steadily decreasing, so has the income for 

churches. For many congregations the pastor’s 

salary takes up the lion’s share of the budget, 

and thus as incomes went down, so did parishes’ 

ability to pay a full-time pastor.  

Continued next week! 

Tuesday Bible Class on Break 

The Tuesday Bible Class is taking its summer 

break and will not meet in July. Join us when we 

resume on August 4 to begin studying the book 

of Micah. 

FROG Summer Event? 
It’s been a while since the FROGs 

(Families Relying on God) group has 

gotten together. If anyone is interested in hosting an 

event sometime this summer, please contact Melanie 

or Pastor. 

St. Mark Night at the Grizzlies, 8/2! 
Sunday, August 2 at 6:05PM we head out 

to Sauget to watch Gateway Grizzlies    

baseball! Tickets are $8, and we need a 

minimum of 20 people. Please sign up on 

the bulletin board in the Parish Hall or contact Greg 

Martens in person or at ga72mart@att.net if you are 

interested in attending.  
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Sunday, 7/12 9:00 AM 
Divine Liturgy with 
Youth Group sending 

 10:15 AM Coffee hour  

Sunday, July 12, 2015 
READINGS:  
Amos 7:7-15 

Psalm 85:8-13 
Ephesians 1:3-14  

Mark 6:14-29 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

Acolyte: Grace Moeller 
Chalice Bearer:  Barb Wurdinger  

Crucifer: Brian Moeller  
Lector:  Jim Montgomery  

Ushers: Jim Montgomery & Rex Rothgange 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

Offerings for Sunday, June 28 

Sunday worship attendance: 108 

    General Fund Collection: $2878 

  Food Pantry $25 

  Crisis Fund $10 

  Youth Fund $300 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Meals on Wheels Drivers Needed 
Meals on Wheels (based out of our Parish Hall) is in 

desperate need of drivers due to the loss of several 

volunteers drivers and one paid driver. 

   If you would like to drive, please contact Frank 

Rogers at 277-1406 or Jody Coleman at 233-6320. It 

takes about 2 hours: from 10:15AM to 12:15PM.  You 

have your choice of days and even just one day a 

month will help!  The directions to the places are very 

clear, even if you are not that familiar with the 

Belleville/Swansea area. 

   Please consider joining us to help serve our 

neighbors in need by delivering meals to them. 

Chocolate & Coffee! 
Don’t forget that we have fair trade coffee & 

chocolate for sale in the parish hall. These 

products are not only delicious but good for 

workers & the lands they farm. They make great gifts! 

Coffee Hour Hosts! 
If you are interested in hosting our   

coffee/fellowship hour on Sunday 

mornings, please sign up on the sheet in the Parish 

Hall near the coffee stand. See Kathy Evans if you 

have any questions about hosting! 

Thank you to all grass cutters 

Practicing good stewardship, St. 

George’s & St. Mark do not use a lawn 

s e r v i c e  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e 

grounds. Instead, we rely on volunteers from each 

congregation, alternating months during the summer 

for grass cutting. We would like to thank all of those 

from St. Mark who cut the grass in June.    

Save the Date! 
Sunday, August 2: St. Mark Night at the Grizzlies 

Sunday, August 30:  

     Church picnic at Schranz Memorial Park in   

                        Swansea (same location as last year) 

Sunday, September 13: Rally Day and “God’s Work.  

    Our Hands.” Sunday 

TURTLEs Sending & Worship 
We want all TURTLEs and their families to 

attend worship on NEXT Sunday, July 12 as 

we are sent forth with prayer by our 

church community to the ELCA Youth Gathering in 

Detroit. 

    Then on Sunday, August 9, the TURTLEs will lead 

worship & a special education hour presentation 


