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From Your Pastor... 
As I have become accustomed to each   

season, I offer you another lovely       

reflection on autumn from the        

newsletter of Windridge Solitude, the 

retreat center in Lonedell, Missouri where Melanie 

and I spent our 10th wedding anniversary.  The   

center is Roman Catholic and is operated by the 

Companions in Infinite Love. 

    “Living close to nature helps one become aware of 

the presence of God all around.  I was walking in the 

area named Infinite Mercy, a gentle meadow      

completely encircled by lush woods which provide a 

sense of hiddenness and solitude. 

On this occasion, I was neither 

alone nor hidden.  A beautiful doe 

and her fawn were meandering in 

the noonday warmth.   

    To my surprise, they didn’t run 

away as I approached, but watched 

me carefully for a moment, and then calmly resumed 

their exploration of wild grasses and flowers. 

    My guess is that, like me, they were frequent    

visitors to the meadow and knew that no harm 

would come to them in this sacred space. 

    As I gazed in quiet gratitude, I became aware that 

“mama deer” was quite lame.  Yet when she and her 

baby decided to seek the shady coolness of the 

woods, I watched her leap and bound into the trees 

with the same ease and grace as the fawn.  Her    

injured limb was no impediment to the freedom 

within her spirit.  

    How like our own experiences of infinite mercy!  

Our limitations that seem to hold us back disappear 

when we trust God’s love for us.” 

St. Mark Trick-or-Treating 
Due to low sponsorship of tables, we will 

not be holding our Halloween “Table 

Treating” this Friday. But that doesn't mean we 

won’t have a fun evening! We will still meet in the 

Parish Hall for dinner at 5:30PM and then make our 

way to East Main Street to the Downtown Belleville 

Trick-or-Treating event that goes until 8PM. 

    “Fun & yummy treats will be provided by local 

businesses & organizations. Come & enjoy free 

wagon rides, tours through the Fire Department’s 

Survive Alive House, music and more.”  

    Please let Pastor or Melanie know if you are 

joining us. Hope to see you Friday! 

All Saints Day 
Our All Saints Day service will take place 

NEXT Sunday, November 1 at 9:00AM. 

    Names of deceased loved ones may 

be entered into our traditional Book of 

Remembrance, on the St. Mark table in the Welcome 

Area. You are welcome & encouraged to write names 

of any deceased loved ones you wish to remember.               

    All names written down will be included in the 

worship folder, but only the names of those loved 

ones who have died over the past year will be read 

during the service, with a single toll of a bell after 

each name. Please mark a star or an asterisk next to 

the names to indicate a loved one who has died in 

the last year.  

Feed My Starving Children TODAY 
The Sr. and Jr. TURTLEs are participating 

in the “Feed My Starving Children” food 

packing event TODAY, Sunday, October 

25 at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in 

Manchester, MO.   

All TURTLEs: meet at 11:00AM in the Parish Hall and 

bring money for a fast food lunch and to donate. 
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Prayer Requests 
If you have friends or loved ones that you’d like 

to have remembered in the Prayers of           

Intercession during worship, or if someone’s name 

can be removed from the list, please notify Pastor or 

the office. 

Tuesday, Oct. 27 9:30AM 
Bible class: 
Zephaniah, Ch. 2-3 
—CR 

Thursday 7:00PM Bells rehearsal 

 8:00PM Choir rehearsal 

Friday 
5:30-

8:00PM 
Halloween Table 
Treating—PH 

Sunday, Nov. 1 9:00 AM 
Divine Liturgy for 
All Saints Day 

 10:30 AM 

Adult Forum: 

Romans & the 

Reformation, Pt. 4 

 10:30 AM Sunday School 

 10:30 AM Confirmation class 

L king 
Ahead 
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CPR Class in January 
A CPR class will be held at St Mark on Saturday,   

January 23, 2016 from 9:00AM to 12:00PM Cost: 

$10. Please contact Faith Community Nurse June 

Benedick to sign up. 

Christmas Collections 
Our friend Otis Woodard may be resting 

eternally with the Lord, but the ministry he 

began in north St. Louis city continues, 

thanks to his sons. It’s not too early to be thinking 

about our collection for the North St. Louis Lutheran 

Outreach. Be on the lookout for toys on clearance, as 

well as winter clothes, blankets, underwear and 

socks. We will deliver these items in early December. 

Offerings for Sunday, Oct. 18 

Sunday worship attendance: 80 

    General Fund Collection: $2036 

  Coffee Fund $62 

  Sunday Morning Coffee $15 

Date Actual 
Budgeted 

Donations 

Over/

Under 

Budget 

October 4 $2,140 $3,151 -$1,011 

October 11 $3,320 $3,151 $169 

October 18 $2,128 $3,151 -$1,023 

Oct. Total $7,588 $9,453 -$1,865 

YTD  $119,171 $135,494 -$18,146 

Sunday, November 1, 2015 
READINGS:  
Isaiah 25:6-9 

Psalm 24 
Revelation 21:1-6a 

John 11:32-44 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

Acolyte:  David Crosby 
Chalice Bearer:  Corbin Moeller  

Crucifer: Rex Rothgangel  
Lector:  Andrea Moeller  

Ushers: Rick Crosby & Bruce Martens 

Don’t Forget about Gift Cards! 
Check with Diane Martens for gift cards 

available for purchase through the TURTLEs. Contact 

Diane at 696-8613 or see her after church to place 

your order. The TURTLEs get a % of each order! 

Golf Outing Results 
TWELVE St. Mark members enjoyed a lovely 

day on the links last Sunday at The Hills in 

Lebanon. The foursome of Greg, Jason & Doug 

Martens, and Todd Downen took top honors by 

collecting 19 points.  ~Gary Weshinskey 


