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Christmas Collections 
It’s time for our annual collection for Otis 

Woodard’s North St. Louis Lutheran Outreach! 

Donations of winter clothes, blankets,        

underwear, socks, & batteries are always needed. Be on 

the lookout for toys on clearance as well. We will deliver 

these items on Saturday,  December 12; meet at church 

at 1:00pm. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

DECEMBER 6, 10:30AM 

COUNCIL NOMINATIONS (* denotes incumbent) 
 

Financial Secretary (3):  Frank Dressel 

     Tom Partelow  

     Barb Wurdinger 

Pastoral Care (female):  Bonnie Schaefer 

Property: Open 

Secretary: Kathy Evans* 

Treasurer: Jim Jolley 

Synod Assembly Voting Members: 

Adult Male:  Rex Rothgangel 

Adult Female:  Kathy Rothgangel 

Youth:  To Be Determined 

Join us for Christmas Caroling 
On December 13, St. Mark choirs invite you 

to join them in singing Christmas carols to 

those unable to get out and about.  We will 

catch a quick lunch after the education hour and then 

go singing.  All ages are welcome to join in the fun.  A 

sign up sheet is in fellowship hall that will help us know 

how to arrange carpools. 

From your Pastor… 
Such complex mixture of emotions & events 

come together this weekend: the celebration of 

Thanksgiving and extended time off for many 

workers and students is contrasted with the 

buying frenzy of post-Thanksgiving shopping that we     

lament but seem powerless to resist. Overshadowing it all is 

the frustration, destruction & despair surrounding the recent 

terrorist attacks around the world & the Syrian refugee crisis. 

    While these would seem to be enough to occupy (and 

overwhelm) our minds, it is crucial to remember that it is 

also the First Sunday of Advent. It is the time of waiting and 

preparation for the coming of the Messiah. Few have been 

the times in recent years with challenges like the ones that 

have marked our world, country and individual lives in 2015. 

It is thus with renewed vigor that we sing forth “O Come, O 

Come Emmanuel” not only as the hymn itself, but as part of 

our Communion liturgy. “Ransom” us who are “captive” and 

in “lonely exile;” free us from “Satan’s tyranny,” “from the 

depths of hell your people save;” “teach us your will and 

guide our way.” 

    The chorus calls us to “Rejoice! Rejoice!,” and that is     

almost as tall an order as it was to give thanks around our 

tables on Thursday. But it is Christ’s promise of deliverance 

and eternal life that we embrace and cling to. Good will  

triumph over evil and life over death. “Emmanuel shall 

come to you!” It is for this that we hope, rejoice and give 

thanks. 

Altar Guild Christmas Work Days 
Altar Guild will be working in December to prepare 

the church and chapel for Christmas. Saturday,    

December 19 will be a cleaning day and Tuesday, 

December 22 will be a decorating day. We begin at 

9am. Mark it on your calendar and please join us! 

We would like to offer our deepest thanks to all of you 

for supported us so strongly last week following the 

death of our husband/father/father-in-law, Larry Hill. 

Thank you to those who came to the funeral home on 

Friday and the funeral on Saturday, especially with the 

distance involved. Thank you to those who provided 

and brought food to the visitation, and thank you for all 

of the prayers, cards, texts, phone calls, and Facebook 

messages. You don’t know how touched we have been. 

We have been better-able to bear this burden because 

you have helped us to carry it. We are so blessed to be 

part of a church with such loving and caring people.  

                        - Mary Hill, Melanie & Pastor Brian 



Sunday, December 6, 2015 
READINGS:  
Malachi #:1-4 
Luke 1:68-79 

Philippians 1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 

 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Brian Moeller 

Acolyte:  Cody Buck  
Chalice Bearer:  Corbin Moeller  

Crucifer: Rex Rothgangel  
Lector:  Andrea Moeller  

 Ushers: Rick Crosby & Bruce Martens 

This Week at a Glance 
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Tuesday, Dec. 1 9:30AM 
Bible class: 
Zechariah, Ch. 7-8—
CR 

Wednesday 6:00PM Soup Supper 

 7:00PM 
Holden Evening 
Prayer 

Thursday 7:00PM Bell choir 

 8:00PM Choir 

Friday  Pastor’s Sabbath 

Sunday, Dec. 6 9:00 AM 
Divine Liturgy with 
a visit from St. Nick 

 10:30 AM 
Annual Meeting-

CH 

 10:30 AM 
No Sunday School/
Confirmation Class 

L      king 
Ahead 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Chocolate & Coffee! 
Don’t forget that we have fair trade coffee & 

chocolate for sale in the parish hall. These 

products are not only delicious but good for 

workers & the lands they farm. They make great gifts! 

No Education Hour Again Next Week 
Because of the Annual Congregational Meeting, we 

will not have Adult Forum, Sunday School or       

Confirmation next Sunday, December 6. 

    The children WILL practice for the Christmas   

Pageant as quickly as possible after worship. 

Offerings for Sunday, Nov. 22 

Sunday worship attendance: 70 

    General Fund Collection: $1891 

  Crisis Fund $10 

  Food Pantry $5 

  Youth $25 

Date Actual 
Budgeted 

Donations 

Over/

Under 

Budget 

November 1 $2,745 $3,187 -$442 

November 8 $2,956 $3,187 -$231 

November 15 $3,402 $3,187 $215 

November 22 $1,891 $3,187 -$1,296 

MTD $11,145 $12,748 -$1,754 

YTD  $133,444 $149,802 -$16,358 

Don’t Forget about Gift Cards! 
Check with Diane Martens for gift cards 

available for purchase through the TURTLEs. Contact 

Diane at 696-8613 or see her after church to place 

your order. The TURTLEs get a % of each order! 

Advent Soup Supper & Evening Prayer 
THIS Wednesday, December 2 we begin 

our traditional Advent schedule, with soup 

suppers at 6:00pm, then Holden Evening 

Prayer at 7:00pm.  

Can You Help?   
The Fiber Arts Ministry is collecting Christmas cards 

(new or used) and calendars (again, new or used) 

for a group that makes items out of them to send 

to local hospitals and around the world. If you have 

these items, please place them in the plastic box in 

the Canterbury room near the St. Mark table. We 

will be collecting through Sunday, December 

13. Thanks for all of your support!  


