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Join us for Christmas Caroling 
TODAY December 13, St. Mark choirs invite 

you to join them in singing Christmas carols 

to those unable to get out and about. We will catch a 

quick lunch after the education hour and then go    

singing.  All ages are welcome to join in the fun 

From the Presiding Bishop… 
This is a 2-part article from the Septem-

ber issue of The Lutheran magazine. 

    In her book Smile or Die: How Positive 

Thinking Fooled America and the World, Barbara   

Ehrenreich wrote about the relentless pressure she 

faced to be upbeat while undergoing treatment for 

cancer. Any lapse in positive attitude would give aid 

and comfort to the cancer cells attacking her body 

and she would somehow be responsible for the   

failure of her treatment. Positive thinking leads to 

positive results that inexorably lead to happiness! 

    The pursuit of happiness in American culture has 

become an obsession. Discomfort, unease & disease 

are to be avoided if possible and dealt with firmly 

with the aid of the appropriate analgesic - medical, 

emotional, social or religious - if necessary. Tension 

in relationships or within oneself isn’t to be          

tolerated. Relief becomes the greater good. 

    We have become a pain-averse, anesthetized    

society. We believe that everything is just right the 

way it is. Or at least we believe that everyone else 

leads a model life in a perfect family and finds    

happiness and fulfillment in an awesome career 

Altar Guild Christmas Work Days 
Altar Guild will be working in December to prepare 

the church and chapel for Christmas. NEXT Saturday,    

December 19 will be a cleaning day and Tuesday, 

December 22 will be a decorating day. We begin at 

9am. Mark it on your calendar and please join us! 

Blue Christmas Service  

We will hold our Blue Christmas  

service THIS Wednesday, December 

16 at 7:00pm in the church,        

following the soup supper. This is a 

special worship service for anyone who finds it 

difficult to rejoice this Christmas. All will have 

the opportunity to listen, pray, sing, and be       

comforted by God in our community.  Healing 

prayer with laying on of hands will be offered as 

part of the service. 

while doing Nobel Peace Prize-caliber volunteer 

work, dissertation-level research in their hobby of 

studying 19th-century French rural history and 

working on sustainable organic gardening in their 

spare time. All effortlessly. And if we’re not living 

that vision of the good life, then we need to perk up. 

    In this sense, happiness, as defined by our      

culture, is overrated. 

    There are times in our lives when we should feel 

pain. There are times when tension shouldn’t be  

resolved too quickly. There are times when we 

should struggle. I’m not advocating the when-I-was

-your-age-we-walked-uphill-to-school-both-ways

-in-the-snow-while-chewing-on-lead-based-paint

-and-wrapped-in-asbestos kind of toughness.    

Rather, I’m raising the possibility that "happiness" 

that avoids all discomfort is a desperate and     

fruitless illusion. It’s life-dulling and can become a 

kind of captivity, an all-consuming search for relief 

that, significantly, leads to a life of consumption. We 

end up being desperately happy. 

    Life in Christ offers an alternative. Joy.  

    - Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
[Part 2 will be in next week’s Mark Times] 



Sunday, December 20, 2015 
READINGS:  
Micah 5:2-5a 

Luke 1:46b-55 
Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

Acolyte:  Nathan Partelow  
Chalice Bearer:  Tom Partelow  

Crucifer: Keith Kniepkamp  
Lector:  Cheryl Newsome  

 Ushers: John Friedenbach & Jason Martens 

This Week at a Glance 
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Tuesday, Dec. 15 9:30AM 
Bible class: 
Zechariah, Ch. 10 & 
11—CR 

Wednesday 6:00PM Soup Supper 

 7:00PM 
Blue Christmas 
service 

Thursday 7:00PM Bell choir 

 8:00PM Choir 

Friday  Pastor’s Sabbath 

Saturday 9:00AM 
Church Cleaning 
Day 

 6:00PM TURTLEs Bowling 

Sunday, Dec. 20 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

 10:30 AM 
Sunday School/
Confirmation Class 

L  king 
Ahead 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Chocolate & Coffee! 
Need and easy Christmas gift? Don’t forget 

that we have fair trade coffee & chocolate 

for sale in the parish hall. These products 

are not only delicious but good for workers & the 

lands they farm.  

CPR Class in January 
A CPR class will be held at St Mark on Saturday,   

January 23, 2016 from 9:00AM to 12:00PM Cost: 

$10. Please contact Faith Community Nurse June 

Benedick to sign up. 

Offerings for Sunday, Dec. 6 

Sunday worship attendance: 94 

SHINE worship attendance 12 

    General Fund Collection: $2294 

  Parking Lot Maintenance $70 

Date Actual 
Budgeted 

Donations 

Over/

Under 

Budget 

December 6 $2,294 $3,187 -$893 

YTD  $149,233 $156,176 —$19,842 

Don’t Forget about Gift Cards! 
Check with Diane Martens for gift cards 

available for purchase through the TURTLEs. Contact 

Diane at 696-8613 or see her after church to place 

your order. The TURTLEs get a % of each order! Blood Drive 
St. George’s is hosting a Blood Drive NEXT 

Sunday, December 20, from 9AM-1PM in 

the parish hall. Please donate and give a 

gift that cannot be bought. If you have any 

questions, please call Frank Rogers at 277-1406.  

Happy St. Lucy’s Day! 
Today is the feast of St. Lucy, one of 

the very few non-apostles honored 

with the title “saint” among Lutherans, 

especially those from Scandinavian 

countries. Thanks to some of our     

resident Norwegians (the Andersens) 

for the special St. Lucy’s Day treats after worship 

today! 


