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From Your Presiding Bishop... 
This is a Part 2 of an article from the     

November issue of The Lutheran 

    Joy is an active, living participation in 

the gracious love of God demonstrated in Christ’s 

death & resurrection. The crucifixion wasn’t a    

painless event. The Passion was Jesus’ deliberate 

stripping away of anything that could mitigate or dull 

the agony of sin and death assailing life and love. 

    "Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 

Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 

not regard equality with God as something to be   

exploited, but emptied himself, taking on the form 

of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being 

found in human form, he humbled himself and     

became obedient to the point of death — even death 

on a cross" (Philippians 2:5-8). 

    This ultimate act of radical presence and          

vulnerability by a passionate God gives us life, hope 

and a future even and especially in the face of all of 

the ugly and deadly things life throws at us. This is 

diametrically opposed to a "happiness" that immures 

us in empty comfort. This is true joy. 

    It’s an odd and difficult thing that the cross is a 

symbol of joy. It might be even more odd and       

difficult to believe and trust that a life conformed to 

the suffering, serving and death of Jesus is, in fact, 

the good life. The world offers "happiness"; Christ 

gives joy. The world wants "easy"; our life in Christ 

gives simplicity. The world promotes an             

anesthetized life; the cruciform life makes it       

possible for us to be completely present. The world 

touts positive thinking; we’re invited to have the 

same mind that is in Christ. 

    And so, dear church, what form might this joy 

take? Joined in baptism to the death & resurrection 

of Christ we can be fully aware of suffering — our 

own and that of others — and not turn away from it. 

Acknowledging pain, we are compelled to bring 

healing. Living in the tension between God’s      

merciful will and the brokenness caused by human 

sin that the cross brings into greater relief, we can 

point to the ultimate victory of God even as we work 

to realize it in our communities. 

    Jesus didn't die to make us happy. Jesus died so 

that his joy may be in us and that our joy may be 

complete.      

   - Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

St. George Blood Drive TODAY 
The Red Cross Blood Drive is TODAY,    

Sunday, December 20 from 9:00AM-

1:00PM in the Parish Hall. There is no Adult 

Forum and no Confirmation today. 

    Sunday School will be held as usual, with the  

children practicing for the Christmas Pageant.  

Thanks Carol Singers! 
THANK YOU to our 11 members who 

brought some Christmas cheer to six of 

our homebound members last Sunday. Your efforts 

gave much joy to those folks who cannot get        

out-and-about as they might like. 

Altar Guild Christmas Decorating 
The Altar Guild and our many “helper    

angels” will be working THIS Tuesday,  

December 22 to decorate the church and 

chapel for Christmas. We begin at 9am. 

Mark it on your calendar and please join us! 

Christmas Week Services 
+ Thursday, December 24, 7:00PM:  

   Festival Christmas Eve liturgy w/children’s pageant 

+  Friday, December 25, 9:00AM: 

   Christmas Day liturgy 

+  Sunday, December 27, 9:00AM:  

   Liturgy with Lessons & Carols 



Sunday, December 27, 2015 
READINGS:  

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Psalm  148 

Colossians  3:12-17 
Luke 2:41-52 

 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

Acolyte:  Grace Moeller  
Chalice Bearer:  Mike Murakami  

Crucifer: Corbin Moeller  
Lector:  Charles Duncan  

 Ushers: Jim Jolley & Nancy Guenther 

This Week at a Glance 
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Monday, Dec. 21 2:00PM 
Fiber Arts Meets 
@Westfield Manor 

Tuesday 9:00AM Church Decorating 

  No Bible class 

Thursday, Dec. 24  Church Office Closed 

 7:00PM 
Christmas Eve 
Liturgy 

Friday, Dec. 25 9:00AM 
Christmas Day 
Divine Liturgy 

  Church Office Closed 

Sunday, Dec. 27 9:00 AM 
Liturgy with 
Lessons & Carols 

  No Education Hour 

L  king 
Ahead 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Chocolate & Coffee! 
Need an easy Christmas gift? Don’t forget 

that we have fair trade coffee & chocolate 

for sale in the parish hall. These products 

are not only delicious but good for workers & the 

lands they farm.  

Offerings for Sunday, Dec. 13 

Sunday worship attendance: 80  

    General Fund Collection: $3890 

  Crisis Fund $10 

  Coffee Fund $31 

  Jean Martens Memorial $30 

Don’t Forget about Gift Cards! 
Check with Diane Martens for gift cards 

available for purchase through the TURTLEs. Contact 

Diane at 696-8613 or see her after church to place 

your order. The TURTLEs get a % of each order! 

Date Actual 
Budgeted 

Donations 

Over/

Under 

Budget 

December 6 $2,294 $3,187 -$893 

December 13 $3,890 $3,187 $703 

YTD  $141,978 $159,363 —$17,385 

“After Faith, What Next?”  
The next Lutheran School of Theology course      

offered HERE at St. Mark is “After Faith, What Next? 

What Might Christian Character Look Like in the 

21st Century?” 

    In a world where selfies, brag sheets, and a focus 

on self-fulfillment outshine older values such as  

humility, duty, and an emphasis on the common 

good, what does new life in Christ look like in our 

times? We will explore the thoughts of authors    

David Brooks and N.T. Wright to shed light on this 

central issue. 

WHEN?: 4 Tuesdays: January 19, 26, February 2, 9  

TIME: 7:00PM-9:30PM    

Instructor: The Rev. Dr. Warren Crews 

Cost: $64 

Register:  http://www.lststl.org/courseregistration/  

No Tuesday Bible Class this Tuesday (12/22) 

or next Tuesday (12/29). We will resume on January 5 

to continue study of the prophet Zechariah. 

http://www.lststl.org/courseregistration/

