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Christmas Collections 
If you have items to donate for Otis Woodard’s 

North St. Louis Lutheran Outreach, please 

bring them to the Welcome Area or the church 

office. Donations of winter clothes, blankets,            

underwear, socks, & batteries are always needed. We 

will deliver these items NEXT Saturday, December 12; 

meet at church at 1:00pm. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

TODAY, 10:30AM 

COUNCIL NOMINATIONS (* denotes incumbent) 
 

Financial Secretary (3):  Frank Dressel 

     Tom Partelow  

     Barb Wurdinger 

Pastoral Care (female):  Bonnie Schaefer 

Property: Open 

Secretary: Kathy Evans* 

Treasurer: Jim Jolley 

Synod Assembly Voting Members: 

Adult Male:  Rex Rothgangel 

Adult Female:  Kathy Rothgangel 

Youth:  To Be Determined 

Join us for Christmas Caroling 
On December 13, St. Mark choirs invite you 

to join them in singing Christmas carols to 

those unable to get out and about.  We will 

catch a quick lunch after the education hour and then 

go singing.  All ages are welcome to join in the fun.  A 

sign up sheet is in fellowship hall that will help us know 

how to arrange carpools. 

From your Pastor… 
Today, the church celebrates the feast 

day of St. Nicholas of Myra. It is this 

Nicholas, a 4th-century bishop from Asia 

Minor whose life has morphed (for better or for 

worse) into modern conceptions of “Saint Nick” and 

Santa Claus. Not too much is known about the actual 

Nicholas, but one of the most famous stories told 

about him has to do with a family who had three 

daughters. As the young women grew up, it became 

known to Nicholas that the family had no money for 

dowries for the women to be properly married. The 

only options for them seemed to be abject poverty or 

prostitution. But Nicholas saved them from that    

predicament by throwing a bag of gold through their 

window (Some sources say he threw it into the   

chimney, and you can see where that has led in our 

more modern legends!). The point is that Nicholas 

acted to help the situation in a way that was virtually 

anonymous. He worked around the edges. He didn’t 

wait for a thank you or expect anything in return. 

Another tale has Nicholas rescuing three 

children from a tub, where they had been 

put by an evil inn-keeper. In story after 

story, Nicholas is depicted as the friend of 

children, the protector of the poor, the  

rescuer of those who are in dangerous situations. 

    As we commemorate St. Nicholas and as we move 

through this season in which St. Nicholas is stretched 

to become all kinds of things and hence, almost 

nothing, may God inspire us through the nudging of 

the Holy Spirit to notice ways that we might help the 

life of another person, particularly the life of a young 

person or a child - and not for glory or recognition, 

but because it is the right thing to do. By doing 

something to help the life of a child, we honor St. 

Nicholas, but even more, we honor and glorify the 

source of his inspiration, as we follow in the steps of 

Jesus Christ.  

Altar Guild Christmas Work Days 
Altar Guild will be working in December to prepare 

the church and chapel for Christmas. Saturday,    

December 19 will be a cleaning day and Tuesday, 

December 22 will be a decorating day. We begin at 

9am. Mark it on your calendar and please join us! 



Sunday, December 13, 2015 
READINGS:  

Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Isaiah 12:2-6 

Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 

 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Guenther 

Acolyte:  Jackie Lynch  
Chalice Bearer:  Barb Wurdinger  

Crucifer: Frank Dressel  
Lector:  Jim Montgomery  

 Ushers: Rick Crosby & Bruce Martens 

This Week at a Glance 
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Tuesday, Dec. 8 9:30AM 
Bible class: 
Zechariah, Ch. 9 & 
10—CR 

Wednesday 6:00PM Soup Supper 

 7:00PM 
Holden Evening 
Prayer 

Thursday 7:00PM Bell choir 

 8:00PM Choir 

Friday  Pastor’s Sabbath 

Saturday 9:00AM 
Usher’s meeting-
church 

 1:00PM 
Otis delivery—meet 
at chuch 

Sunday, Dec. 13 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

 10:30 AM 
No Sunday School/
Confirmation Class 

L      king 
Ahead 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Offerings for Sunday, Nov. 29 

Sunday worship attendance: 73 

    General Fund Collection: $2350 

  Crisis Fund $10 

  Youth Fund $25 

Date Actual 
Budgeted 

Donations 

Over/

Under 

Budget 

November 1 $2,745 $3,187 -$442 

November 8 $2,956 $3,187 -$231 

November 15 $3,402 $3,187 $215 

November 22 $1,891 $3,187 -$1,296 

November 29 $2,350 $3,187 -$837 

MTD $13,495 $15,935 -$2,591 

YTD  $146,939 $152,989 —$18,949 

Don’t Forget about Gift Cards! 
Check with Diane Martens for gift cards 

available for purchase through the TURTLEs. Contact 

Diane at 696-8613 or see her after church to place 

your order. The TURTLEs get a % of each order! 

Advent Soup Supper & Evening Prayer 
Join us this Wednesday, December 9 for a 

soup supper in the Parish Hall at 6:00pm, 

followed by Holden Evening Prayer in the 

church at 7:00pm.  

Can You Help?   
The Fiber Arts Ministry is collecting Christmas cards 

(new or used) and calendars (again, new or used) for 

a group that makes items out of them to send to 

local hospitals and around the world. If you have 

these items, please place them in the plastic box in 

the Welcome Area near the St. Mark table. We will be 

collecting through next Sunday, December 

13. Thanks for all of your support!  

Cookies for Inmates 
St. George’s is asking for donations of Christmas 

cookies for the inmates at the St. Clair County Jail 

and the Juvenile Detention Center. Donors are asked 

to bring 2 dozen cookies (NO nuts or peanut butter) 

to St. George’s NEXT Sunday, Dec. 13. 


