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From Your Pastor… 
Part Eight of a series about the “decline” of 

the Church 

    So… between 1700 and 1740, an      

estimated 75-80 percent of the American           

population attended church. By 1790, that number 

had dropped to 1 in 20 attending church regularly, 

but then in 1850 it had gone back up to 1 in 3 

(33%). Attendance numbers remained consistent in 

the vicinity of 35% until 1900, when a gradual     

increase began (again, likely due to new waves of 

immigrants) and then went up dramatically from 

1916 onward until the declines we have been      

discussing over the past decade. 

    Today, the number of people who say that they 

attend worship once a week is typically reported to 

be around 35%, but most researchers believe that 

number to be closer to 25% (since people feel guilty 

reporting that they don’t go to church as often as 

they “should!”). 

    So, accounting for immigration and reaction to 

trauma, we can say with relative confidence that 

rates of church attendance in 2015 are not         

dramatically different than the general trends that 

have been present for much of the history of our 

country. 

    Fretting and worrying are unnecessary. Jesus said 

not to worry (Matthew 6:25-34), but that didn’t 

mean that folks could rest content. Jesus also never 

ceased to call for action. The fact remains that the 

number of people who report never attending 

church increased from 13% in 1990 to 22% in 2008. 

Those numbers aren't any better today. A recent 

Gallup poll showed that 45% of those interviewed in 

Illinois reported “seldom or never” attending church!    

    We still have LOTS of work to do! 

    Come back next week for the conclusion of this 

series. 

It’s St. Mark Night at the Grizzlies! 
The Force is with us TONIGHT at 6:05PM as 

we head out to Sauget to watch    Gateway 

Grizzlies baseball on “Star Wars Night!” 

Tickets are $9. You can meet Greg Martens 

after worship or at the ballpark gate at 5:30pm to pay 

for and pick up your tickets. 

Fill a Backpack for FNCA! 
Grab a backpack and begin filling it with 

school supplies to help children served by 

the Franklin Neighborhood Community Association! If 

you didn’t get a backpack, you are welcome to buy 

individual supplies such as: crayons, pencils, colored 

pencils, pencil sharpeners, erasers, scissors, glue 

sticks, colored markers, highlighters, pencil boxes, 

alphabet flashcards, math flashcards, book covers,    

E-Z writing tablets, loose-leaf wide-ruled paper, 

notebooks, note cards, folders, 3-ring binders,     

indexed dividers for binders, rulers, compasses,   

protractors, calculators, tissue and hand sanitizer. 

TURTLEs Worship 
Be sure to join us NEXT Sunday, August 9, 

when the TURTLEs lead a Gathering-themed 

worship & a special education hour presentation 

about the Gathering. 

Star Trek Saturday at the Science Ctr! 
NEXT Saturday, August 8 our group will beam 

over to the St. Louis Science Center to        

experience their latest special exhibit, “ALIEN 

WORLDS & ANDROIDS.” All are welcome, Star 

Trek fan or not! Learn more at http://www.slsc.org/

Aliens-Androids. Ticket prices - Adults: $8; Children 

& Seniors: $6; Military: $6. We will leave from the big 

parking lot at church at 9:00AM and have lunch    

together after our visit. 
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Tuesday, Aug. 4 9:30AM Bible Class: Micah 

Saturday  

Star Trek Saturday @ 
St. Louis Science 
Center 

Sunday, Aug. 9 9:00 AM 
Divine Liturgy, led 
by Youth Group 

 10:15 AM Coffee hour  

 10:30 AM 
TURTLEs Youth 
Gathering 
Presentation 

Sunday, August 9, 2015 
READINGS:  

Jeremiah 23: 1-6 
Ephesians 2: 14-22 

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Nathan Partelow 

Acolyte: Brianna Kilzer 
Chalice Bearer:  David Crosby  

Crucifer: Sara Mauer  
Lector:  Devin Kilzer  

Ushers: Cody Buck & Ethan Collins 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

Offerings for Sunday, July 26 

Sunday worship attendance: 60 

    General Fund Collection: $2441 

  Food Pantry $25 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Coffee Hour Hosts! 
If you are interested in hosting our   

coffee/fellowship hour on Sunday 

mornings, please sign up on the sheet in the Parish 

Hall near the coffee stand. See Kathy Evans if you 

have any questions about hosting! 

Save the Date! 
Sunday, August 23: Organ Donation, presented by  

     Julie Valerius 

Sunday, August 30:  

     Church picnic at Schranz Memorial Park in   

                        Swansea (same location as last year) 

Sunday, September 13: Rally Day and “God’s Work.  

    Our Hands.” Sunday 

Calling all grass cutters… 
St. George’s & St. Mark do not use a lawn 

service to care for the grounds. Instead, 

we rely on volunteers from each congregation. We 

also alternate months during the summer for grass 

cutting. St. Mark cut the grass in June, and are asked 

to do so again in August.  If you have your own lawn 

mower and could help with a week in August, please 

talk with Rex Rothgangel, 558-8349.    

Youth Gathering Website 

Catch up on what the youth experienced in 

Detroit by checking out the official website 

at www.elca.org/gathering. 

Support the Violence Prevention Center 

Our monthly Evangelism/Social Ministry 

contribution for August will benefit the 

Vio lence Prevent ion Center  of       

Southwestern Illinois. If you wish to make a          

contribution to add to our total, please indicate so on 

the memo line of a check, or use a special giving   

envelope for cash and write Violence Prevention   

Center on the front. 

Did You Know That… 
+ There are five ELCA-affiliated full-time 

volunteer programs? They are:  ALT Year, 

Border Servant Corps, Lutheran Volunteer 

Corps, Urban Servant Corps, and Young Adults in 

Global Mission. More than 225 volunteers serve   

annually within the United States and around the 

world. Visit http://ELCA.org/en/Our-Work/

Congregations-and-Synods/Young-Adult-Ministry/

Ministries for more information. 


