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From Your Pastor… 
A reflection on summer from the     

newsletter of the Windridge Solitude   

retreat center: 

    “For many of us, summer offers a change of pace. 

Longer daylight hours and warmer temperatures  

invite us outdoors (or, in high humidity, indoors to 

relax in the A/C). 

    Either way, summer can be a time for heightened 

sensitivity to God’s presence. Maybe that means a 

leisurely walk in the cool of the morning, absorbing 

the wonder of sunlight sparkling on dewdrops, the 

music of birdsong, the vibrant colors of flowers and 

trees. Maybe it means sitting quietly on the porch or 

patio as the setting sun tints and transforms the sky. 

 What about “wasting” some time in sacred stillness? 

    Simply experiencing the warmth of the sun, the 

freshness of breeze, the antics of birds and      

squirrels? Or how about centering the soul through 

silence—listening deeply to gentle rain, an evening 

of cricket serenade, the light show of fireflies, the 

rustle of leaves in the wind? 

    Many of us were taught idleness is the devil’s 

workshop and we learned the lesson well (too well?).   

    Well, I am wondering if, perchance, idleness 

could be the Spirit’s playground where we come to 

know more deeply God’s quiet presence in our lives?  

Something in me really likes this take on idleness.  

Do you?” 

    Blessings on your week! 

Church Picnic 
NEXT Sunday, August 30 from Noon 

until 4:00PM is our church  picnic at 

Schranz Memorial Park (360 Honeysuckle Lane) in 

Swansea. The event will again be “picnic style,” so 

bring only enough food for you & your family. 

Drinks (lemonade & water) and ice cream will be 

provided! Picnic tables will be available, but you 

might want to bring lawn chairs. Activities will    

include wiffle ball, washers, table games and much 

more! Bring a table game or outdoor game to share 

if you’d like! 
Organist Search 
The Search Committee continues to work to 

secure an organist. Candidates have      

completed a first round of interviews, & a 

further review of candidates will occur the last two 

weeks in August. We hope to have an organist in 

place by early September. 

“From ‘Me’ to ‘We’” Workshop 
“From ‘Me’ to ‘We’” is a fast-paced,     

interactive educational workshop that 

helps newly married or soon-to-be-

married couples to: identify their values and      

attitudes about money; set their goals, individually 

& as a couple; achieve their goals by balancing 

spending, saving for the future, and protecting 

their family financially. 

    The 60-minute workshop will be presented by 

Marita LaChapell, CPA, CLTC®, Qualified Kingdom 

AdvisorTM and hosted by Thrivent Financial       

representative Sarah Ott.   

When:   THIS Wednesday, August 26 at 7:00 PM  

Where: The Weingarten, 1750 E. State Rte. 15, 

Belleville, IL 62221 

Complimentary wine and cheese will be served 

during the workshop, with a tour of the facilities! 

    RSVP for this free workshop to Sarah Ott at 618-

580-4271 or sarah.ott@thrivent.com 

Healing Service August 30 
We will offer healing prayer with laying on 

of hands NEXT Sunday, August 30 during 

worship. All who feel the need for healing are    

welcome to participate in this ancient ministry. 

mailto:sarah.ott@thrivent.com


Don’t forget that Gift Cards are still 

available through the TURTLEs! Talk to 

Diane M. (696-8613) to place your order. 

The TURTLEs receive a percentage of each sale! 
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Monday,  Aug. 24 6:00 PM Pastoral Care 

 7:00 PM Church Council 

Tuesday 9:30AM Bible Class: Micah 

Sunday, Aug. 30 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 10:15 AM Coffee hour  

 12:00 PM 
Church Picnic 

@Schranz Park 

Sunday, August 30, 2015 
READINGS:  

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
Psalm 15 

James 1:17-27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

Acolyte: Braden Valerius 
Chalice Bearer:  No Communion  

Crucifer: Brian Moeller  
Lector:  Jim Montgomery  

Ushers: Don Muller & Frank Dressel 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

Offerings for Sunday, August 16 

Sunday worship attendance: 75  

    General Fund Collection: $4823 

  Coffee Fund $36 

  Crisis Fund $10 

  Youth Fund $20 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Coffee Hour Hosts!  
If you are interested in hosting our coffee/fellowship hour on Sunday mornings, please sign up in 

the Parish Hall near the coffee stand. See Kathy Evans if you have any questions about hosting! 

Save the Date! 
Sunday, August 30:  

     Church picnic at Schranz Memorial Park in   

                        Swansea (same location as last year) 

Sunday, September 13: Rally Day and “God’s Work.    

        Our Hands.” Sunday 

Support the Violence Prevention Center 

Our monthly Evangelism/Social Ministry 

contribution for August will benefit the 

Vio lence Prevent ion Center  of       

Southwestern Illinois. If you wish to make a          

contribution to add to our total, please indicate so on 

the memo line of a check, or use a special giving   

envelope for cash and write Violence Prevention   

Center on the front. 

School Backpacks Delivered! 
The Backpacks collected for the Franklin 

Neighborhood Association have been  

delivered and they were very grateful to receive 

them. Donna Mauro, the office manager, gave me a 

tour of their facility on North 3rd St and expressed 

how many of the families in the area will be helped 

with our donations. She also told me they are     

looking for volunteers to help with after school    

activities such as tutoring, boys basketball and   

kickball. In the winter session (Jan-Feb) she hopes to 

start a crocheting class for the girls that are         

interested. If any of these activities are of interest to 

you, I have left a schedule in the church office with 

Randi and you can contact Donna at 233-1710 

    - Kathy Evans 


