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From Your Pastor… 
I find it interesting when I come to a   

realization of something about myself. 

Maybe you feel something similar: that 

no matter how much life experience we have, we can 

still learn about ourselves. 

    The most recent example of this for me is that I 

finally realized that it takes me some time to adjust 

to new/different situations and routines. A result I 

suspect of my introverted, “Type B,” “Thinker”     

personality, I am a bit discombobulated when there 

is a change that requires major routine adjustments. 

Some folks can go with the flow and adjust quickly, 

but I’m not necessarily one of those. As is typical 

with most introverts, I need time to think & process. 

    Returning from our 10-day vacation was one of 

those times, and then our girls’ beginning school 

was another: it took me a good week to feel like I 

had my head on straight again after each one. These 

events being just a couple of weeks apart didn’t help 

either! 

    So, I apologize if I have missed anything, or been 

slower on the uptake, or not been as attentive as 

perhaps you’ve become used to. I write all of this to 

make you aware of why that might be, and that I  

always get back on track after a brief time. 

    (If you haven’t noticed anything different, maybe 

I’m compensating better than I give myself credit 

for!). 

    Thank you for your patience and understanding! 

Church Picnic TODAY! 
Our church  picnic is TODAY, August 30 

from Noon until 4:00PM at Schranz   

Memorial Park (360 Honeysuckle Lane) in Swansea. 

The event will again be “picnic style,” so bring only 

enough food for you & your family. Drinks 

(lemonade & water) and ice cream will be provided! 

Picnic tables will be available, but you might want 

to bring lawn chairs. Activities will include wiffle 

ball, washers, table games and much more! Bring a 

game to share if you’d like! 

    The SPLASH PAD will be OPEN, so bring/wear a 

bathing suit if you/your children want to partake! 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Day 9/12 
Details are still being worked out, but for this year’s 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” ELCA Day of Service, it’s 

looking like we will participate in a project with the 

annual “Belleville Helping Belleville” event on        

Saturday, September 12. More details to come soon! 

New Organist! 
After an interview process that consisted 

of in-person question-and-answer, a    

rehearsal with the choir and evaluation by 

the Pastoral Care committee, the Church Council is 

pleased to announce that we have hired Evelyn   

Duncan as our new organist. Evelyn has over 45 

years of experience playing the organ and other  

instruments. Her first Sunday playing for us will be 

September 6. We give thanks to God for the      

presence of Evelyn and her husband Charlie among 

us, and look forward to being in ministry together. 

Farewell Reception for Elaine 
Even as we celebrate Evelyn’s joining our 

staff as organist, we are sad to say    

farewell to Elaine Lorentzen who has 

served as organist at St. Mark for over 20 years. 

    We will host a farewell cake-and-punch          

reception for Elaine NEXT Sunday, September 6 in 

the Parish Hall after worship. We hope you will take 

this opportunity to thank Elaine for her years of 

service and her wonderful organ and piano playing 

that has added so much to our worship. 



Don’t forget that Gift Cards are still 

available through the TURTLEs! Talk to 

Diane M. (696-8613) to place your order. 

The TURTLEs receive a percentage of each sale! 
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Tuesday 9:30AM Bible Class: Micah 

Sunday, Sept. 6 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 10:20 AM 

Farewell reception 

for Elaine 

Lorentzen 

Sunday, September 6, 2015 
READINGS:  
Isaiah 35:4-7a 

Psalm 146 
James 2:1-10, [11-13], 14-17 

Mark 7:24-37 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Guenther 

Acolyte: Cody Buck 
Chalice Bearer:  Corbin Moeller  

Crucifer: Brian Moeller  
Lector:  Andrea Moeller  

Ushers: Rick Crosby & Bruce Martens 

L  king 

Offerings for Sunday, August 23 

Sunday worship attendance: 86 

    General Fund Collection: $2383 

  Coffee Fund $119.40 

  Food Pantry $5 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Coffee Hour Hosts!  
If you are interested in hosting our coffee/fellowship hour on Sunday mornings, please sign up in 

the Parish Hall near the coffee stand. See Kathy Evans if you have any questions about hosting! 

Save the Date! 
Saturday, Sept. 12:  “God’s Work. Our Hands.”  Day 

Sunday, September 13: Rally Day  

Sunday, September 20: Congregational meeting re:  

    parking lot repair 

   “Share, Save, Spend” all-ages  

            Thrivent workshop by Sarah Ott 

Sunday, September 27:   Fiber Arts Celebration; 

       1st day of Sunday School 

SHINE Worship on Saturday 
Join us NEXT Saturday, September 5 at 

6:00PM for less-formal worship with 

contemporary Christian music in the 

chapel. 

LST Course at St. Mark 

“THE PASTORAL EPISTLES: Creating Christian 

Community” 

Although they were letters addressed to individuals, 

the books of I & 2 Timothy and Titus sought to carry 

on the Pauline tradition and shape the Christian 

church into a distinctive community.  Each book has 

a distinctive purpose and all use persuasive rhetoric 

to advance a model of community which can be 

fruitful for the church today. 

Instructor:  The Rev. Dr. Seán Martin, President of 

Aquinas Institute of Theology in St. Louis, New   

Testament scholar and educator 

4 Wednesdays:  7:00-9:30 p.m. 

September 23 through October 14 

St. George’s Episcopal/St. Mark Lutheran Churches 

Tuition: $64 

Register online at: lststl.org/courses 

Or register by phone: 314-918-2556 

Or register by e-mail to registrar@lststl.org   


