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From Your Pastor... 
Last week I posted Part 1 of a fun article en-

titled, “A User’s Guide to Priests,” from St. 

George’s Dragon newsletter a few months 

ago. It pretty much applies equally to Lu-

theran ministers as well, so I offer here the conclusion, 

changing “priest” to “pastor.” 
 

A Brief User’s Guide to Pastors, Part 2 

...A little attention to the proper use of [pastors] will 

help him or her to be more effective in serving you: 
 

3.  Your pastor has been wired in a somewhat different 

way from other people. In four years of concentrated 

training, he has been taught to view life from the point 

of view of some 4,000 years of recorded interaction be-

tween God and humans. He will know from the Bible 

that not everything “religious” is necessarily good, and 

that God often uses secular agencies to accomplish 

God’s will. Your pastor will know that not all of God’s 

children are members of this congregation, or of any              

congregation, and will work to remember that they, too, 

are part of his responsibility. 

4.  On the other hand, ordination does not remove all 

traces of sin or obliterate all human interests. Your pas-

tor comes packed with all the usual human frailties, de-

sires, and occasional sillinesses. Often, they are intense, 

for the ministry requires passionate people as well as 

compassionate ones. Forgive him when necessary, and 

understand that his family also needs him sometimes, 

and he them. 

5.  Finally, help him in his desire not to covet his Boss’s 

job! Do not take out on him every dirty deal life has giv-

en you. Do not expect him to work miracles apart from 

your support and help – this is particularly true within 

the parish, but also in the community. 

With good care, some pastors last a lifetime!  

Campus Ministry Trivia Night!  
Let’s put together a couple of St. Mark    

tables for the Lutheran Campus Ministry 

trivia night NEXT Saturday, January 30 at  

Bethel Lutheran Church in University City 

(7001 Forsyth). Doors open at 6:00PM, play  

begins at 6:30PM. $20 person/tables of 8. Proceeds 

benefit ministry with college students and their annual 

service trip. Please let Pastor Brian or Sarah Ott know if 

you are interested in joining the team! 

Thank You! 

Thank you to all who came to “un-decorate” the 

church after Christmas. The help all through the sea-

son is greatly appreciated. A special thanks to the men 

of St. Mark who were the muscle and the ladders we 

needed. 

Duffy Walters 

Coffee Hour Hosts! If you are interested 

in hosting our coffee/fellowship hour on  Sun-

day mornings, please sign up in the Parish 

Hall near the coffee stand. 

Valentine’s Dinner February 13! 
Take your valentine to Margaritaville on Satur-

day, February 13 at 6:00PM in the Parish Hall 

and celebrate the return of our Valentine’s 

Dinner, hosted by the youth group. The cost is only 

$10, payable at the door. Wear your island best & join 

us for the warmest party in town! Sign up on the bulle-

tin board in the Parish Hall.  

The Family of Ron Cook would like to thank 

our St Mark family for the support shown to us at 

the loss of our Father, Grandfather, and Great-

Grandfather. You have been very generous in giv-

ing of your time and talents, from the floral and 

memorial contributions given to the food pantry to 

the prayers and cards of support. Thank you to all 

the people who helped in preparing, setting up ta-

bles and serving food to our family and friends af-

ter the funeral service. We ask for God’s continued 

blessings on our family at St Mark. 

Mary, Darrell & Shirley Cook and Family 



Sunday, January 31, 2016 
READINGS:  

Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm  71:1-6 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 

 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Preacher: Jill Thompson, M.Div., MTh  
Assisting Minister: Greg Guenther 

Acolyte:  Grace Moeller  
Crucifer: Corbin Moeller  

Lector:  Youth  
 Ushers: Don Muller & Frank Dressel  

This Week at a Glance 
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Monday, Jan. 25 6:00PM 
Pastoral Care 
committee 

 7:00PM Church Council 

Tuesday 9:30AM 
Bible class: Haggai, 
Intro & Ch. 1 

 7:00PM LST class—PH 

Thursday 7:00PM Bell choir 

 8:00PM Choir practice 

Friday  Pastor’s Sabbath 

Sunday, Jan. 31 9:00 AM 
Liturgy w/ Rite of 
Healing 

 10:20AM Coffee hour 

 10:30AM 
Adult Forum: 
Roman and the 
Reformation 

 10:30AM Sunday School 

 10:30AM Confirmation 

L  king 
Ahead 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Healing Service January 31 
We will offer healing prayer with laying on 

of hands NEXT Sunday, January 31 during 

worship. All who feel the need for healing are welcome 

to participate in this ancient ministry. 

Offerings for Sunday, January 17 

Sunday worship attendance: 65 

    General Fund Collection: $3,240 

  Crisis Fund $10 

  Food Pantry  $261 

Date Offerings Expenses Difference 

January 1-7 $2,565 $325.42 $2,239.58 

January 8-14 $1,645 $403.20 $1,241.80 

January 15-21 $3,240 $3,360.58 -$120.58 

YTD  $7,450 $4,089.20 $3,360.80 

Transformational Ministry Event 
On Saturday, February 6 from 10AM-3PM, St. Mark will 

host a Transformational Ministry workshop, sponsored 

by the Central/Southern Illinois Synod. The key com-

ponents of this session include: 

+  God’s Mission 

+  Story Matters/Acts Bible Study 

+  One-on-one conversations 

+  Developing a six-month plan 

    There is NO registration fee to attend the event; 

however a free-will offering will be received to help 

cover the cost of lunch.  In order to insure sufficient 

resources for every participant, we do request that you 

register in advance of the event. To register, please 

contact me at Bob.Dealey@csis-elca.org or call (217) 

753-7915.   

    St. Mark members are welcome to attend the work-

shop, but we also need a few volunteers to help with 

the hosting. Primarily, we need to provide coffee and 

light refreshments through the day. Lunch will be or-

dered and brought to the workshop by the partici-

pants. All costs are covered by the Synod. Please let 

Pastor know if you are able to help with this event. 

This year’s Schaaf Memorial Lecture will 

be held Saturday, March 12 at 7:00PM.  


