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From Your Pastor... 
In a change of pace for our Lent evening 

prayer, over the five Wednesdays of Lent 

after soup supper, I will offer readings 

from the book, “Jesus The Son of Man,” by poet Khalil 

Gibran (author of The Prophet). 

Published in 1928, Jesus The Son of 

Man was Gibran’s last successful work, 

but this re-telling of the story of Jesus 

was an idea he’d been working on for 

over 20 years. He had known this story 

from childhood, when as a poor boy in 

Lebanon, he'd been taught by a priest 

reading the Bible with him. As an adult, he wanted to 

tell the story as no one had told it before. With Jesus 

The Son of Man, he did just that. Gibran's approach 

is to allow the reader/listener to see Jesus through 

the eyes of a large and dissimilar group of people. 

Some of these characters will be familiar: we hear 

from Peter; James; Pontius Pilate, Philip, Caiaphas, 

and Barabbas. But many other characters are new, 

created by Gibran, including: a Jerusalem lawyer; a 

neighbor of Mary; the keeper of the Upper Room; and 

the mother of Judas. What connects these people is 

the fact that they all have an opinion about Jesus, 

though no two opinions are the same. With each 

fresh voice, a different aspect of Jesus' character is 

explored, and a different reaction named (adapted 

from the Google Books description). 

    I have loved this book for many years. It is        

fascinating to hear the joy, anger, confusion, respect, 

and awe with which Jesus is viewed by so many     

different characters, and to do so in Gibran’s unique 

poetic style is so very moving. The words from Anna 

(Jesus’ grandmother) and Cyborea (Judas Iscariot’s 

mother) may very well bring a tear to your eye.  

    Please join me for these very special evenings of 

reflection. 

Lent Soup Suppers  
Lenten soup suppers return THIS 

Wednesday at 6:00PM in the Parish Hall 

before evening prayer. If you or your group would 

like to host a supper, please sign up on the sheet in 

the parish hall near the coffee stand. Join us for 

good conversation and delicious soup to ward off 

the winter blues! 

“Star Trek Saturday” on Feb. 20 
St. Mark “Trekkers” are invited to beam into 

Pastor Brian’s home at 6:00PM NEXT 

Saturday,  February 20, for the next gathering of our 

WARP (Witness, Apostleship, Reform, Praise) ministry 

group. As usual, we begin with a brief service of 

Evening Prayer followed by viewing a Star Trek  

episode and exploring the theological themes 

therein, all the while enjoying the delightful 

opportunity to consume out-of-this-world 

munchies while socializing with our fellow 

humanoids. Bring a snack to share. Please let Pastor 

Brian know if you need directions to his house. 

† 

Lent Music Modifications 
During Lent this year, we will be trying to experience 

the music & mood of communion in a new way. The 

organ will play while choir communes, then the hymns 

will be played and sung. Sometime during the second 

communion hymn, we will sing the hymn a cappella, 

or without accompaniment. This will give us the      

opportunity to focus more on the text & tune without 

thinking about the organ and/or instruments. 

Throughout history a cappella music has provided a 

unique way of worshipping God and fits with the     

penitential and reflective mood of Lent. 

    Also in keeping with this theme of simplicity and 

reflection, we will be speaking the Great Thanksgiving, 

Holy, Holy, Holy, and Lamb of God for the season of 

Lent. 



Sunday, February 21, 2016 
READINGS:  

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
Psalm  27 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Luke 13:31-35 

 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Guenther 

Acolyte:  Braden Valerius  
Crucifer: Rex Rothgangel  

Chalice Bearer: Tom Partelow  
Lector:  Cheryl Newsome  

 Ushers: Jim Jolley & Roland Jacquot  

This Week at a Glance 
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Monday  
Office closed 
President’s Day 

Tuesday 9:30AM 
Bible class: 1 
Corinthians, Intro & 
Ch. 1 

Wednesday 6:00PM Soup supper-PH 

 7:00PM 
Evening Prayer: 
“Jesus The Son of 
Man” 

Thursday 7:00PM Bell choir 

 8:00PM Choir practice 

Friday  Pastor’s Sabbath 

 12:00PM 
Stations of the 
Cross @St. Luke’s 

  
YRU youth retreat-
Carlinville 

Saturday 6:00PM 
“Star Trek 
Saturday”- Pastor’s 

  
YRU youth retreat-
Carlinville 

Sunday, Feb. 21 9:00AM Divine Liturgy 

 10:20AM Coffee hour 

 10:30AM 
Adult Forum: 
Roman & the 
Reformation 

 10:30AM Sunday School 

 10:30AM Confirmation 

 2:00PM 
Youth return from 
YRU 

L  king 
Ahead 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Offerings for Sunday, February 7 

Sunday worship attendance: 72 

Shine worship attendance: 23 

    General Fund Collection: $3,388.50 

  Parking Lot Maintenance $100 

Date Offerings Expenses Difference 

1/31-2/7 $1,816 $235.62 $1580.38 

2/8-2/13 $3,388.50 $207.16 $3,181.34 

YTD  $15,908.50 $13,081.78 $2,826.72 

Schaaf Lecture 2016 
We are pleased to announce that our next  

Schaaf lecturer is internationally renowned 

theologian, author, and educator Dr. Marva 

J. Dawn. Learn more about her at ww.marvadawn.org. 

    The lecture will be Saturday, March 12 at 7:00PM. 

Dr. Dawn will preach and lead class the next day. 

Please plan to join us! 

Helping Our Members  
We are looking to form a group of folks who are 

willing to be available to help members who might 

be in occasional need of transportation to            

appointments, light cleaning, yard work, etc. These 

duties would be “as needed” only. And if you want to 

“specialize” in just one activity, i.e., driving someone 

to a doctor, that would be most welcome too. 

    Please email Pastor Brian if you’re interested! 

TURTLEs Trivia Night - April 16 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 16 and start 

stretching those mental muscles!  


