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From Your Pastor... 
A few months ago I attended a clergy 

workshop about responses to disasters. 

One of the presenters talked about the 

desire of good people to want to “DO SOMETHING” to 

help after a disaster. He said that the thing NOT to 

do was go to the site of the disaster, because well-

meaning volunteers often get in the way of the pro-

fessional responders. 

    He told us to advise our congregants to respond 

to disasters with “prayer and checkbooks.” While it 

may feel unsatisfying, he said that communities    

affected by disasters really need money more than 

anything, and that the best thing we can do is to give 

money to the organizations who are directly involved 

in the response to the communities. I highlight some 

of those organizations for you below: 

    1. Lutheran Disaster Response. At a meeting    

yesterday, our bishop, John Roth, told us about a   

terrible drought affecting the island of Madagascar, 

where two of our companion synods are located. LDR 

has been active in getting water to them. LDR       

responds to disasters affecting Lutherans both in the 

United States and around the world. Your donations 

to LDR are monies well-spent. 

    2.  Lutheran Child & Family Services (LCFS). While 

we think of LCFS as a social service organization, the 

Missouri branch of LCFS was the primary Lutheran 

organization providing assistance to victims of the 

severe flooding in Missouri last month. 

    3.  Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI). The 

people helped by LSSI are many and varied. LSSI has 

recently been forced to cut a number of important 

programs and to reduce staff because the state of 

Illinois is badly delinquent in payments to LSSI. 

Please consider donations to help keep LSSI afloat in 

the midst of its worst-ever financial crisis. 

    As always, thank you for your generosity.     

Lent Soup Suppers  
We continue our Lenten soup suppers on 

Wednesdays at 6:00PM in the Parish Hall 

before evening prayer. Join us for good conversation 

and delicious soup to ward off the winter blues! 

Nathan’s Health Care Donations 
St. Mark member Lisa Reyes is a resident at 

Nathan’s Health Care in East St. Louis, and 

she has asked if we might collect  donations 

of perfume, cologne, and good soaps for the      

residents. She feels that having such                   

non-institutional supplies would be a morale boost 

for the residents. 

    So keep an eye out for sample bottles that you 

might have around, or even partially-full bottles you 

don’t want anymore. Maybe some packaged soaps 

that came in gift baskets? 

    We’ll have a box in the Welcome Area by the St. 

Mark table for collection. Thanks for your           

generosity! 

Midweek Lenten Reflections 
After soup supper, please join us upstairs 

in the church at 7:00PM for songs,      

prayers, and readings from poet Kahlil 

Gibran’s book, Jesus the Son of Man, in which the 

author offers in beautiful and moving ways his     

interpretations of Jesus’ words and deeds as told 

and recorded by those who knew him. 

    Especially if you’re unfamiliar with Gibran’s work, 

this is an experience both touching and thought-

provoking that you won’t want to miss. 

Adult Forum: The Unknown Jesus 
Keeping with the exploration of different aspects of 

Jesus’ character on Wednesday evenings, for the 

next two Sundays during Adult Forum we will watch 

the A&E video, “The Unknown Jesus.” 



Sunday, February 28, 2016 
READINGS:  
Isaiah 55:1-9 

Psalm  63:1-8 
1 Corinthians  10:1-13 

Luke 13:1-9 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

Acolyte:  Renee Southers  
Crucifer: Corbin Moeller  

Chalice Bearer: Mike Murakami  
Lector:  Don Muller  

 Ushers: Don Muller & Frank Dressel   

This Week at a Glance 
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Monday, 2/22 6:00PM Pastoral Care—CR 

 7:00PM 
Church Council—
CR 

Tuesday 9:30AM 
Bible class: 1 
Corinthians, Intro & 
Ch. 1 

Wednesday 6:00PM Soup supper-PH 

 7:00PM 
Evening Prayer: 
“Jesus The Son of 
Man” 

Thursday 7:00PM Bell choir 

 8:00PM Choir practice 

Friday  Pastor’s Sabbath 

 12:00PM 
Stations of the 
Cross @St. Luke’s 

Sunday, Feb. 28 9:00AM Divine Liturgy 

 10:20AM Coffee hour 

 10:30AM 
Adult Forum: The 
Unknown Jesus 

 10:30AM Sunday School 

 10:30AM Confirmation 

L  king 
Ahead 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Offerings for Sunday, February 14 

Sunday worship attendance: 59 

    General Fund Collection: $3,518 

  Crisis Fund $10 

  Coffee Fund $5 

Date Offerings Expenses Difference 

1/31-2/7 $1,816 $235.62 $1,580.38 

2/8-2/13 $3,388.50 $207.16 $3,181.34 

2/14-2/20 $3,518 $4,145.71 -$627.71 

YTD  $19,426.50 $17,227.49 $2,199.01 

Schaaf Lecture 2016 
We are pleased to announce that our next  

Schaaf lecturer is internationally renowned 

theologian, author, and educator Dr. Marva 

J. Dawn. The title of her lecture will be, “The Gifts of 

Pentecost Now.” Learn more about her at 

www.marvadawn.org. 

    The lecture will be Saturday, March 12 at 7:00PM 

with a light reception to follow. Dr. Dawn will preach 

and lead class the next day. Please plan to join us! 

Helping Our Members  
We are looking to form a group of folks who are 

willing to be available to help members who might 

be in occasional need of transportation to            

appointments, light cleaning, yard work, etc. These 

duties would be “as needed” only. And if you want to 

“specialize” in just one activity, i.e., driving someone 

to a doctor, that would be most welcome too. 

    Please email Pastor Brian if you’re interested! 

TURTLEs Trivia Night - April 16 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 16 and start 

stretching those mental muscles!  


