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From Your Pastor... 

It’s very rare for me to wade into the  

muddy waters of politics, and when I do, 

it is most hesitantly. But I’m taking the 

chance in this article as we draw closer to the       

Illinois Primaries on Tuesday, March 15, because 

when it comes to elections it is too easy for us to 

think of our faith lives and our political lives as    

separate entities. This is a tragic mistake. Our life 

in Christ crosses any and all borders that we might   

artificially construct. Our identity as followers of   

Jesus Christ extends in, with, and under all aspects 

of our existence. We don’t check our faith at the 

door of the polling place. 

    Tempting though it is, I’m not going to endorse 

or condemn any candidates by name. To do so 

would be foolish. So much emotion is wrapped 

around the words “Republican” and “Democrat,” 

“Trump” and “Hillary;” these and any number of 

buzzwords run the risk of sending someone off on 

a rant (whether external or internal) that prevents 

them from hearing anything further. 

    What I am going to do is     

encourage you to look at each 

candidate through your “Jesus 

glasses.” Listen to their words with your 

“ears of faith.” Knowing full-well that no candidate 

is perfect, as you make your decisions about 

whom to for vote at the local, state, and national 

levels, think about which candidate Jesus might be 

most likely to endorse. And if your inclination is to 

vote differently than that answer, maybe pause to 

ask “why?” 

    “Be imitators of God, as beloved children, and 

live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up 

for us…” - Ephesians 5:1 

Schaaf Lecture 2016 
The 9th annual Schaaf Memorial Lecture, 

“The Gifts of Pentecost Now,” featuring Dr. 

Marva J. Dawn will be held Saturday, 

March 12, at 7:00PM in our sanctuary.  

    A light reception will follow the lecture and there 

is NO COST to attend. Dr. Dawn (a college classmate 

of Dave & Lynn Schaaf) will preach and lead class the 

next day. 

“...this diminutive and delicate lady is a powerhouse 

and can knock you off your theological feet with a 

whisper…” - National Worship Leaders Conference, 

2014 

    Learn more about her at www.marvadawn.org.  

Lent Soup Suppers  
We continue our Lenten soup suppers on 

Wednesdays at 6:00PM in the Parish Hall 

before evening prayer. Join us for good conversation 

and delicious soup to ward off the winter blues! 

Midweek Lenten Reflections 
After soup supper, please join us upstairs 

in the church at 7:00PM for songs,      

prayers, and readings from poet Kahlil 

Gibran’s book, Jesus the Son of Man, in which the 

author offers in beautiful and moving ways his     

interpretations of Jesus’ words and deeds as told 

and recorded by those who knew him.     

Adult Forum: The Unknown Jesus 
Keeping with the exploration of different aspects of 

Jesus’ character on Wednesday evenings, in today’s 

Adult Forum we will conclude the A&E video, “The 

Unknown Jesus.” 

“Jailhouse Rock” outing May 7 
Check out the bulletin board, and watch for 

more details here next week! 



Sunday, March 6, 2016 
READINGS:  
Joshua 5:9-12 

Psalm  32 
2 Corinthians  5:16-21 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Brian Moeller 

Acolyte:  David Crosby  
Crucifer: Frank Dressel  

Chalice Bearer: Corbin Moeller  
Lector:  Andrea Moeller  

 Ushers: Rick Crosby & Cody Buck  

This Week at a Glance 
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Tuesday, Mar. 1 9:30AM 
Bible class: 1 
Corinthians, Intro & 
Ch. 1 

Wednesday 6:00PM Soup supper-PH 

 7:00PM Evening Prayer 

Thursday 7:00PM Bell choir 

 8:00PM Choir practice 

Friday  Pastor’s Sabbath 

 12:00PM 
Stations of the 
Cross @St. Luke’s 

Saturday 6:00PM 
SHINE worship-
chapel 

Sunday, March 6 9:00AM Divine Liturgy 

 10:20AM Coffee hour 

 10:30AM 
Adult Forum: Taize 
hymns & Spirituals 

 10:30AM Sunday School 

L  king 
Ahead 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Offerings for Sunday, February 21 

Sunday worship attendance: 68 

    General Fund Collection: $2,577 

  Crisis Fund $10 

  Coffee Fund $101.50 

  Food Pantry $80 

Date Offerings Expenses Difference 

1/31-2/7 $1,816 $235.62 $1,580.38 

2/8-2/13 $3,388.50 $207.16 $3,181.34 

2/14-2/20 $3,518 $4,145.71 -$627.71 

2/21-2/27 $2,577 $2,508.68 $68.32 

YTD  $22,003.50 $19,736.17 $2,267.33 

TURTLEs Trivia Night - April 16 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 16 and start 

stretching those mental muscles!  

Next Sunday’s Adult Forum 
Adult Class on March 6 will be on special 

hymns in our wonderful hymnal. This   

session will give you some background on 

hymns that come from the Taize and spirituals. 

Come listen, learn and sing with our Music Director, 

Jill Thompson. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Eligible Thrivent Financial members have until March 

31, 2016, to direct any remaining 2015 Choice    

Dollars.  After that date, Choice Dollars expire.   

    Through the Thrivent Choice program, eligible 

members have the power to recommend where 

Thrivent distributes part of its charitable grant funds 

annually.   

    Choice Dollars can be directed to thousands of 

enrolled nonprofit organizations and congregations 

including St. Mark!   

    Direct your Choice Dollars before they expire by 

visiting Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847

-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.   

    Not sure if you have Choice Dollars to direct?  Call 

or email Sarah Ott at 618-580-4271 or                

sarah.ott@thrivent.com to find out.   

mailto:sarah.ott@thrivent.com

