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From Your Pastor... 
Next Saturday, March 19, is St. Joseph’s Day, 

but it often gets overlooked by the day for 

that “other saint,” with its shamrocks,      

parades, & green beverages. Other than folks who work 

in trades that view him as their patron saint, people who 

are named Joseph, and the places where a daily liturgy 

is celebrated, most will probably ignore this major feast 

of the Church.  

One reason people don’t talk much about 

Joseph might have to do with the ambiguity 

around his role in the birth and upbringing 

of Jesus. The Apostles’ Creed affirms that 

Jesus was “conceived by the Holy Spirit,” 

and “born of the Virgin Mary.“ There is no 

mention of Joseph. And yet, as in our own day, a foster 

parent can mean all the difference in the upbringing of 

a child. For many reasons, boys & men (as well as girls 

& women) would do well to be more like St. Joseph. 

    Joseph did his best to follow the religious teachings 

of his day. He worshipped with the community. He said 

his prayers. Even when he learned Mary was pregnant, 

Joseph planned to do the morally right thing in his day, 

but to do so discreetly, not embarrassing or              

endangering Mary. Yet, when the Holy Spirit interrupted 

his life, he made way and was flexible enough to go 

where God led. For those of us who like to make plans 

and follow them, Joseph can remind us that sometimes 

God changes things midway. The faithful response, 

then, is for us to pray, ask other people of faith for 

guidance, and follow in the new direction. 

    Finally, Joseph had the good sense to listen to his 

dreams. He listened to the dreams that came while he 

was sleeping, but also to the dreamlike visions that 

came from prayer and yearning. Through obedience to 

God’s will, Joseph was able to take his dream of family 

and fatherhood, and let the Holy Spirit adjust it in ways 

he could have never imagined.  

    Wherever you may be on St. Joseph’s Day, give 

thanks for this symbol of bold love &  

gentle strength. 
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Lent Soup Suppers  
Our last Lenten soup supper is THIS  

Wednesday at 6:00PM in the Parish Hall 

before evening prayer. Join us for good conversation 

and delicious soup! 

Midweek Lenten Reflections 
After soup supper this Wednesday, please 

join us upstairs in the church one last 

time at 7:00PM for songs, prayers, and 

readings from poet Kahlil Gibran’s book, Jesus the 

Son of Man, in which the author offers in beautiful 

and moving ways his interpretations of Jesus’ words 

and deeds as told and recorded by those who knew 

him. 

Welcome Dr. Marva Dawn! 
We are happy and honored to welcome 

Dr. Marva Dawn this weekend to St. Mark! 

Dr. Dawn led the Schaaf lecture last   

evening, and today offers the sermon and leads the 

Adult Forum class. Please join us! 

PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP is NEXT     

Sunday beginning in the CHAPEL at 

8:45AM. 

Saturday, March 19 is Cleaning Day!  
NEXT Saturday, beginning at 9:00AM we 

will clean, polish, vacuum, and dust both 

the church & chapel for Easter. We will also 

be putting up palms and changing the 

frontals. If you have an hour, please come and help 

altar guild members prepare for Holy Week. Bring 

your long-pole duster or long-hose vacuum if you 

have one.  



Sunday, March 20, 2016 
READINGS:  
Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm  31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11 

Luke 22:14-23:56 
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

Acolyte:  Nathan Partelow  
Crucifer: Rex Rothgangel  

Chalice Bearer: Tom Partelow  
Lector:  Charlie Duncan  

 Ushers: Jim Jolley & Roland Jacquot  

This Week at a Glance 
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Tuesday, Mar. 8 9:30AM 
Bible class: 1 
Corinthians, Ch. 3 

Wednesday 6:00PM Soup supper-PH 

 7:00PM 
Evening Prayer: 
“Jesus The Son of 
Man” 

Thursday 7:00PM Bell choir 

 8:00PM Choir practice 

Friday  Pastor’s Sabbath 

 12:10PM 
Stations of the 
Cross @St. Luke’s 

Saturday 9:00AM Cleaning Day 

Sunday, Mar. 20 9:00AM 
Palm/Passion 
Sunday Liturgy 

 10:20AM Coffee hour 

 10:30AM 
Adult Forum: The 
Great Churches 

 10:30AM Sunday School 

 10:30AM Confirmation 

L  king 
Ahead 
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Offerings for Sunday, March 6 

Sunday worship attendance: 80 

Shine worship attendance: 22 

    General Fund Collection: $2,590 

  Coffee Fund $65.50 

  Parking Lot Maintenance $50 

  Jim Montgomery Memorial $75 

Date Offerings Expenses Difference 

2/28-3/5 $3,659 $7,976.61 -$4,317.61 

3/6-3/12 $2,590 $0 $2,590 

YTD  $28,192.50 $27,712.78 $479.72 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Eligible Thrivent Financial members have until March 

31, 2016, to direct any remaining 2015 Choice   

Dollars. After that date, Choice Dollars expire.   

    Direct your Choice Dollars before they expire by 

visiting Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847

-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.   

    Not sure if you have Choice Dollars to direct?  Call 

or email Sarah Ott at 618-580-4271 or                

sarah.ott@thrivent.com to find out.   

“Jailhouse Rock” parish outing May 7 
On Saturday, May 7, we are traveling a 

trip to the Missouri State Penitentiary in 

Jefferson City! No worries about         

becoming permanent residents: the 

prison closed in 2004 after being in operation for 

169 years, and is now open for what is regarded as 

one of the most fascinating tours in America. The 

cost for the 2-hour tour is only $15 per person.  We 

will leave at 8:00AM for our 11:00AM tour (Jefferson 

City is only 2.5 hours away). Learn more at 

www.missouripentours.com. 

    We have 20 spots reserved, so it’s first come, first 

served (we MAY be able to add more, depending on 

the interest). Minimum age is 10 years old. Please 

sign up on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall.      

No Easter Vigil 
Due to dwindling attendance, leaders from St. Mark, 

Calvary & Peace Lutheran churches have collectively 

decided not to hold an Easter Vigil service this year. 
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