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From Your Pastor... 
I offer today the latest reflection from the 

Sisters who live and manage the lovely  

retreat center, Windridge Solitude in 

Lonedell, Missouri. 

“The Hidden life of Trees…” 

Here at Windridge Solitude, trees are important to 

us—each one precious both for its contribution to 

the beauty of this land and for the spiritual lessons it 

teaches. 

    Trees witness to the wonder of each present    

moment. Many existed before our birth; many will 

outlive us. (I’ve read that the oldest trees here in 

Missouri are Eastern Red Cedars nearly nine hundred 

years old—unbelievable!) 

    Trees have a secret power linking heaven and 

earth as they stretch their branches open to receiving 

the sun’s warmth and offering their own gift of 

shade. Those same branches dance in the wind with 

their spring and summer foliage and delight our 

senses with color and movement during the fall.  

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH ~ A Community CENTER ~ A CEN†ERED Community  

“Jailhouse Rock” parish outing May 7 
There are still spots left for our        

Saturday, May 7 trip to the Missouri 

State Penitentiary in Jefferson City! The 

prison closed in 2004 after being in 

operation for 169 years, and is now open for what is 

regarded as one of the most fascinating tours in 

America. Cost for the 2-hour tour is only $15 per 

person. We will leave at 8:00AM for our 11:00AM 

tour (Jefferson City is only 2.5 hours away). Learn 

more at www.missouripentours.com.  Minimum age 

is 10 years old. Please sign up on the bulletin board 

in the Parish Hall.      

Barren trees in winter speak of strength & resilience. 

    Yet, even more awesome than what we see is the 

“hidden life” of trees—the root system—stretching 

out in all directions in passionate yearning for the 

moisture and nutrients that sustain its life. 

    Trees can sway and bend with a powerful wind, 

suffer the erosion of  large portions of nearby soil, 

and even lose large branches to fierce storms. But if 

the root system remains intact, the tree will survive.  

Even scars and disfigurements cannot mar the    

wonder of a sturdy, enduring tree. 

    So we learn from trees to nurture the slow, quiet, 

hidden growth of the Spirit deep within us. So we 

learn that nothing within or without can destroy us if 

we are deeply rooted in our relationship with God.  

So we learn that even our limitation and weaknesses 

contribute to the beauty of our souls. And so we 

learn to abide close to our Source and draw strength 

from the Infinite Love that embraces us. 

Guest Preacher & Presider 
We welcome our Synodically Authorized Minister    

Brian Moeller who preaches today and presides at a 

Service of the Word as Pastor Brian recovers from a 

minor surgical procedure. 

Adult Forum: Multiple Sclerosis 
Today we welcome Amy Brummitt from the Multiple 

Sclerosis Society as our Adult Forum speaker. Please 

join us to learn more about this condition. 

Jr. TURTLEs Earth Day Adventure 
NEXT Sunday, April 24 at 11AM, the Jr.  

TURTLEs (6-8 graders) will venture to Forest 

Park for the St. Louis Earth Day Festival. 

Please let Melanie know if you are interested! 



Sunday, April 24, 2016 
READINGS:  

Acts 11:1-18 
Psalm  148 

Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 

 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Brian Moeller 

Acolyte:  Jackie Lynch  
Crucifer:  Corbin Moeller 

Chalice Bearer: Mike Murakami  
Lector:  Don Muller  

 Ushers: Don Muller & Frank Dressel  
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105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Monday 4/18 2:00PM 
Fiber Arts @Westfield 
Manor 

Tuesday   Bible Class: 1 Corinthians 

Thursday 7:00PM Bells rehearsal 

 8:00PM Choir rehearsal 

Sunday, 4/24 9:00AM The Divine Liturgy 

 10:20AM Coffee hour 

 10:30AM Sunday School 

 10:30AM 
Adult Forum: Great 
Churches: The Cave 
Churches of Cappadocia 

 11:00AM 
Jr. TURTLEs to Earth 
Day festival 

Offerings for Sunday, April 10 

Sunday worship attendance: 66 

    General Fund Collection: $2,740 

  Coffee Fund $12.50 

  Parking Lot Loan $300 

  Funeral/Social Events $50 

Date Offerings Expenses Difference 

3/27-4/2 $4,058.77 $8,897.96 -$4,839.19 

4/3-4/9 $1,959 $236.25 $1722.75 

4/10-4/16 $2,740 $2,041.21 $698.79 

YTD  $42,135.27 $44,064.49 -$1,929.22 

Lawn Mowing 
As in past years St. Mark and St. 

George's will share in the lawn mowing 

duties. The months that St. Mark is 

mowing are May, July and September. Volunteers 

are lined up week to week. If you would like to  

volunteer contact Don Muller at 234-2114 or   

mullerd809@gmail.com. A lawnmower, string 

trimmer, and leaf blower as well as a pickup truck 

are needed. 

Help in the Garden 
Anyone interested in helping in the Zion    

Lutheran Church Garden, which donates   

produce to our food pantry, please contact 

Kathy Byers at 235-0612 or kmbpastels@aol.com. 

Parking Lot Donations 
There are two ways to donate to help with the   

parking lot: Donate toward on the loan for the      

recent resurfacing OR donate to fund the regular 

maintenance of the parking lot.  

    Mark your donations as Parking Lot Loan or   

Parking Lot Maintenance so that the amounts may 

be     allocated properly. Thank you for your help!  

Postal Worker’s Food Drive May 14 
On Saturday, May 14 the Postal Workers will be        

collecting food items, and we need your help to sort 

and pack the donations coming to our food pantry at 

2:00PM. Please let Ann Martens or Keith Kniepkamp 

know if you can help. Sorting lasts until food is gone. 
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