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From Your Pastor... 
If you’ve been paying attention to the Mark  

Times for the past month or so, you’ve 

noticed the article about the “Jailhouse 

Rock” parish outing coming up on Saturday, May 7. 

This is a trip to the old Missouri State Penitentiary in 

Jefferson City, Missouri. The prison opened in 1835 

and operated continuously until closing in 2004. It is 

considered a top-notch tour, so much so that tours 

must be reserved and are often sold out months in 

advance. 

    So why make this an official congregational     

outing? A couple of reasons: one, it is a unique    

historical structure that is not too far away (2.5 

hours). But also, if you think about it, prisons come 

up quite often in the New Testament. These days we 

automatically associate prisons with hardened   

criminals and violent felons, but the New Testament 

shows us that prisons also contained (and perhaps 

still do?) people who were nothing of the sort:  

    Matthew 14:3a: “...Herod had taken John [the   

Baptist] and put him in prison…” 

    Acts 16:22-23: “The crowd joined in the attack 

against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered 

them to be stripped and beaten with rods. After they 

had been severely flogged, they were thrown into 

prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them 

carefully.” 

    But further, in Matthew 25 we hear Jesus actually 

call his followers to visit those in prison: ““Come, you 

that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 

for... I was in prison and you visited me…  Truly I tell 

you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, you did it to me.”  

    Visiting even a prison that has been closed for 12 

years might give us a little perspective on places   

where Jesus says we will find him. 
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“Jailhouse Rock” parish outing May 7 
There are still spots left for our        

Saturday, May 7 trip to the Missouri 

State Penitentiary in Jefferson City! The 

prison closed in 2004 after being in 

operation for 169 years, and is now open for what is 

regarded as one of the most fascinating tours in 

America. Cost for the 2-hour tour is only $15 per 

person. We will leave at 8:00AM for our 11:00AM 

tour (Jefferson City is only 2.5 hours away). Learn 

more at www.missouripentours.com.  Minimum age 

is 10 years old. Please sign up on the bulletin board 

in the Parish Hall.      

Adult Forum: Great Churches  
Today we continue watching & discussing 

the video series, “The Great Churches of 

the World.” This session will be about the 

The Cave Churches of Cappadocia. These sessions 

are only 30 minutes long. Join us for an up-close 

look at these beautiful & unique structures. 

Upcoming Events 

Saturday, May 7: “Jailhouse Rock” outing 

Sunday, May 8: First Communion Sunday & 

Mother’s Day 

Friday, May 13: “Star Trek FRIDAY” 

Saturday, May 14: Postal Workers Food 

Drive 

FROGs Movie Night 
Families with children in 5th grade & below 

are invited to Pastor Brian & Melanie’s home NEXT 

Saturday, April 30 at 4:00pm for an evening of   

movies & fun! Please RSVP to Melanie or Pastor Brian. 

    Pizza and drinks will be provided. Let us know if 

you can bring a salad or a dessert.  



Sunday, May 1, 2016 
READINGS:  

Acts 16:9-15 
Psalm  67 

Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
John 14:23-29 

 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Guenther 

Acolyte:  Braden Valerius  
Crucifer: Frank Dressel  

Chalice Bearer: Corbin Moeller  
Lector:  Andrea Moeller  

 Ushers: Rick Crosby & Cody Buck  
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Ahead 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Monday 4/25 6:00PM Pastoral Care Committee 

 7:00PM Church Council 

Tuesday   Bible Class: 1 Corinthians 

Thursday 7:00PM Bells rehearsal 

 8:00PM Choir rehearsal 

Saturday 4:00PM 
FROGs Movie Night - 
Pastor’s house 

Sunday, 5/1 9:00AM The Divine Liturgy 

 10:20AM Coffee hour 

 10:30AM Sunday School 

 10:30AM 
Adult Forum: Great 
Churches of Russia 

 10:30AM 
First Communion class—
CR 

Offerings for Sunday, April 17 

Sunday worship attendance: 74 

    General Fund Collection: $3,802.50 

  Coffee Fund $26.75 

  Parking Lot Loan $75 

  Food Pantry $5 

Date Offerings Expenses Difference 

3/27-4/2 $4,058.77 $8,897.96 -$4,839.19 

4/3-4/9 $1,959 $236.25 $1722.75 

4/10-4/16 $2,740 $2,041.21 $698.79 

4/17-4/23 $3,802.50 $5,505.69 -$1,703.19 

YTD  $45,937.77 $49,570.18 -$3,632.41 

Lawn Mowing 
As in past years St. Mark and St. 

George's will share in the lawn mowing 

duties. The months that St. Mark is 

mowing are May, July and September. Volunteers 

are lined up week to week. If you would like to  

volunteer contact Don Muller at 234-2114 or   

mullerd809@gmail.com. A lawnmower, string 

trimmer, and leaf blower as well as a pickup truck 

are needed. 

Help in the Garden 
Anyone interested in helping in the Zion    

Lutheran Church Garden, which donates   

produce to our food pantry, please contact 

Kathy Byers at 235-0612 or kmbpastels@aol.com. 

Parking Lot Donations 
There are two ways to donate to help with the   

parking lot: Donate toward on the loan for the      

recent resurfacing OR donate to fund the regular 

maintenance of the parking lot.  

    Mark your donations as Parking Lot Loan or   

Parking Lot Maintenance so that the amounts may 

be allocated properly. Thank you for your help!  

Postal Worker’s Food Drive 
On May 14 Postal Workers will be collecting food 

items for local food pantries. Make sure you put out 

your donation that day, then come and help us sort 

and pack the donations coming to our food pantry at 

2:00PM. Please let Ann Martens or Keith Kniepkamp 

know if you can help. Sorting lasts until food is gone. 

mailto:mullerd809@gmail.com

