
Mark Times  
May 15,  2016  +  Pentecost Sunday  

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH ~ A Community CENTER ~ A CEN†ERED Community  

From Your Pastor... 

“Very truly I tell you, the one who believes 

in me will also do the works that I do and, 

in fact, will do greater works than 

these…” (John 14:12). 

    This verse has always stood out to me because, I 

mean - who can do greater things than Jesus? I’ve never 

known anyone who could feed 5,000 people with five 

loaves & two fish, or still a storm, or walk on water (I’ve 

known some people who think they walked on water, 

but that’s different). But how can we possibly do       

anything greater than what Jesus could - and did - do? 

    This promise is tied to what he says just a few verses 

later, when Jesus assures his followers that they will  

receive the same Holy Spirit that Jesus has had in his 

ministry. Some theologians believe that it was not Jesus’ 

innate power that enabled him to do what he did. He 

gave up that power when he emptied himself and      

became human. Instead, it was the power of the Holy 

Spirit that flowed through Jesus and accomplished the 

tasks. Jesus received this Holy Spirit at the beginning of 

his ministry, at his baptism. 

    It doesn’t make sense to believe, as some do, that 

the “greater things” Jesus talks about are our personal 

accomplishments. Too many Christians in our society 

have often fallen into the temptation of believing that 

the Holy Spirit will empower them to be great           

successes - they’ll earn millions of dollars, enable their 

company to reach the Fortune 500, purchase bigger 

houses, and more toys. In a culture that in some ways is 

obsessed with individual pleasure and satisfaction, it 

can be quite tempting to believe that we have the  

Spirit for simply for affluence and comfort. 

    Obviously, this is not what Jesus had in mind. The 

“greater works” to which Jesus referred were in the  

area of the ministry in which his disciples would be  

engaging. As they proclaimed the gospel, cast out   

demons, healed the sick, and called people to       

repentance and faith, they would do “greater things 

than Jesus.” The greatness would not come from more 

power, but from the fact that the disciples would be 

more than one person. They would be a community of 

believers—just like us. Empowered by the Spirit, as a 

congregation we can - and do! - accomplish amazing 

and wonderful things. Thanks be to God!    

Lawn Mowing in May 
As in past years St. Mark and St. George's 

will share in the lawn mowing duties. The 

months that St. Mark is mowing are May, 

July and September. Volunteers are lined up week to 

week. If you would like to volunteer contact Don 

Muller at 234-2114 or mullerd809@gmail.com. A 

lawnmower, string trimmer, and leaf blower as well 

as a pickup truck are needed. 

Memorial Weekend BBQ May 28 
If you’re in town, make plans to join us on 

Saturday, May 28 at 5:30PM for a barbecue 

& fellowship in the upper church courtyard. 

Meat, drinks, & paper goods will be provided; please 

RSVP on the sign-up sheet in the  Parish Hall with 

what side dish/dessert you can bring. 

Adult Forum: Great Churches  
Today we continue watching & discussing 

the video series, “The World’s Greatest 

Churches.” This session will be about the 

Stave Churches of Norway. These sessions are only 

30 minutes long. Join us for an up-close look at 

these beautiful & unique structures. 

The Last Day of Sunday School is       

TODAY, Sunday, May 15.  Like last year we 

will meet outside under the trees, sing 

songs, have a few fun activities and then 

walk to the White Cottage for ice 

cream. EVERYONE is welcome to join us as 

we celebrate the beginning of our summer break.  

    Adult Forum attendees: join us after class!  

Pastor on Vacation 
Pastor Brian & Melanie will be away next weekend to 

celebrate their anniversary. Mr. Brian Moeller will 

preach and preside at our service next Sunday. 

mailto:mullerd809@gmail.com


Sunday, May 22, 2016 
READINGS:  

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31  
Psalm  8 

Romans 5:1-5  
John 16:12-15  

 
WORSHIP SERVERS 

Presider & Preacher: Mr. Brian Moeller 

Assisting Minister: Greg Guenther 

Acolyte:  Renee Southers  
Crucifer:  Corbin Moeller 

Chalice Bearer: Mike Murakami  
Lector:  Don Muller  

 Ushers: Jim Jolley & Roland Jacquot  

This Week at a Glance 
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105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Tuesday, 5/17 9:30AM Bible Class: 1 Corinthians 

Friday, 5/20-
Sunday, 5/22 

 Pastor on vacation 

Sunday, 5/22 9:00AM The Divine Liturgy 

 10:15AM Coffee Hour 

 10:30AM Sunday School  

 10:30AM 
Adult Forum: World’s 
Greatest Churches—The 
Wieskirche in Bavaria 

Offerings for Sunday, May 8 

Sunday worship attendance: 75 

Shine worship attendance: 18 

    General Fund Collection: $3,083 

  Mary Cook Memorial $125 

  Jim Montgomery Memorial $1,000 

Date Offerings Expenses Difference 

5/1-5/7 $2,260 $1,629.78 $630.22 

5/8-5/14 $3,083 $1,857.98 $1,225.02 

YTD  $54,816.62 $60,821.24 -$6,004.62 

Coffee Hour Hosts!  
If you are interested in hosting our coffee/

fellowship hour on Sunday mornings, please sign up 

in the Parish Hall near the coffee stand. See Kathy 

Evans if you have any questions about hosting! 

Parking Lot Donations 
There are two ways to donate to help with the   

parking lot: Donate toward on the loan for the      

recent resurfacing OR donate to fund the regular 

maintenance of the parking lot.  

    Mark your donations as Parking Lot Loan or   

Parking Lot Maintenance so that the amounts may 

be allocated properly. Thank you for your help!  

Did You Know That... 
+ The ELCA Youth Gathering receives no 

mission support from the ELCA, but is a 

wholly self-sufficient/reliant ministry of the ELCA? 

Staff and office costs, etc. are the responsibility of 

the Gathering. The 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering will 

be held in Houston, TX. 

+  This year’s Pedal for a Purpose Bike Ride seeks to 

raise awareness of and funds for seminary           

educational debt reduction? The 300+ mile ride will 

start and end in East Peoria, May 30-June 2, 2016. 

For information about how you can become involved 

in this year’s ride, visit www.csis-elca.org. 

+  When you invest with the ELCA Mission            

Investment Fund, your investment dollars are put to 

work in the form of loans to ELCA congregations 

and ministries? Capital projects include: new     

buildings, additions, accessibility projects, “green” 

initiatives, land purchases and loan refinancing. For 

more information, visit www.ELCA.org/mif. (Our 

parking lot loan is through the MIF). 

+  Two of the eight ELCA seminaries are located in 

Region 5? They are the Lutheran School of Theology 

at Chicago and Wartburg Theological Seminary, 

Dubuque, IA. For more information about ELCA 

seminaries and Colleges and Universities, visit the 

synod website at www.csis-elca.org. 


