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From Your Pastor... 

As Melanie and I are off celebrating our 

wedding anniversary, I leave you in the 

capable hands of our Synodically          

Authorized Minister, Mr. Brian Moeller, who today 

officiates at a communion service with                    

pre-consecrated elements - that is, in Communion 

you will receive bread and wine that I consecrated 

using the Words of Institution, et al, before I left for 

the weekend. 

    This is an unusual situation for Lutherans.        

Lutheran theology related to Holy Communion tells 

us that it is Jesus who is the primary actor in         

becoming present in the bread and wine; it is not the 

ordained minister who “calls down” the Spirit to make 

Jesus become present. And because Jesus is the    

actor, really anyone can consecrate the elements if 

they have been recognized by the congregation as 

having the authority to do so. 

    Mr. Moeller, as a Synodically Authorized Minister 

(or “SAM”) has completed a 3-year series of classes 

and is recognized by the office of the bishop (and by 

proxy, the Synod) as having the authority to preach 

and consecrate the elements in specific times and 

places as authorized by the bishop. So in theory, with 

the bishop’s permission, Brian would be perfectly 

able to officiate a Communion service here all on his 

own, without any pre-consecrating. BUT… 

    ...we at St. Mark live in partnership with St. 

George’s Episcopal Church. The Episcopal Church 

does not recognize the position of SAM as valid to 

preside at a Communion service - in their tradition 

(as in Catholic and Orthodox), only an ordained  

minister has that right, authority, and “ability.” So 

Brian has been asked by our bishop not to preside at 

Communion services at St. Mark out of respect for 

the Episcopal/Anglican theological tradition. I am 

grateful to Brian for sharing his ministry with us and 

for his adaptability. He is a great gift to us. 

Healing Service May 29 
We will offer healing prayer with laying on 

of hands NEXT Sunday, May 29 during 

worship. All who feel the need for healing are    

welcome to participate in this ancient ministry. 

Lawn Mowing in May 
As in past years St. Mark and St. George's 

will share in the lawn mowing duties. The 

months that St. Mark is mowing are May, July &  

September. If you would like to volunteer contact 

D o n  M u l l e r  a t  2 3 4 - 2 1 1 4  o r                                       

mullerd809@gmail.com. A lawnmower, trimmer, & 

leaf blower as well as a pickup truck are needed. 

Memorial Weekend BBQ May 28 
If you’re in town, make plans to join us THIS 

coming Saturday, May 28 at 5:30PM for a 

barbecue & fellowship in the upper church 

courtyard. Meat, drinks, & paper goods will be    

provided; please RSVP on the sign-up sheet in the  

Parish Hall with what side dish/dessert you can 

bring. 

Adult Forum: Great Churches  
Join us for our last Adult Forum before  

summer break. Today’s class from the video 

series “The World’s Greatest Churches” is about the 

Wieskirche in Bavaria. These sessions are only 30 

minutes long and provide a fascinating up-close 

look at these beautiful & unique structures. 

Pastor on Vacation 5/20-22 
As Pastor Brian and Melanie celebrate their           

anniversary this weekend, we welcome our          

Synodically Authorized Minister Brian Moeller as  

presider and preacher this morning. 

    In case of pastoral emergency, please contact 

Pastor Bill Pierce at 618-444-8574. 

mailto:mullerd809@gmail.com


Sunday, May 29, 2016 
READINGS:  

1 Kings 8:22-23, 41-43  
Psalm  96:1-9 

Galatians 1:1-12  

Luke 7:1-10  
 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

Acolyte:  Grace Moeller  
Crucifer:  Frank Dressel 

Chalice Bearer: No Communion  
Lector:  Charlie Duncan  

 Ushers: Don Muller & Nancy Guenther  
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105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Monday, 5/23 2:00PM 
Fiber Arts at Westfield 
Place 

 6:00PM Pastoral Care  

 7:00PM Church Council 

Tuesday, 9:30AM Bible Class: 1 Cor. Ch. 10 

Friday  Pastor’s Sabbath 

Sunday, 5/29 9:00AM Liturgy w/ Healing Rite 

 10:15AM Coffee Hour 

Offerings for Sunday, May 15 

Sunday worship attendance: 76 

    General Fund Collection: $3,569 

  Mary Cook Mem. Food Pantry $115 

  Mary Cook Mem. Choir  $5  

Date Offerings Expenses Difference 

5/1-5/7 $2,260 $1,629.78 $630.22 

5/8-5/14 $3,083 $1,857.98 $1,225.02 

5/15-5/21 $3,569 $1,938.81 $1,630.19 

YTD  $58,385.62 $62,760.05 -$4,374.43 

Coffee Hour Hosts!  
If you are interested in hosting our coffee/

fellowship hour on Sunday mornings, please sign up 

in the Parish Hall near the coffee stand. See Kathy 

Evans if you have any questions about hosting! 

Parking Lot Donations 
There are two ways to donate to help with the   

parking lot: Donate toward on the loan for the      

recent resurfacing OR donate to fund the regular 

maintenance of the parking lot.  

    Mark your donations as Parking Lot Loan or   

Parking Lot Maintenance so that the amounts may 

be allocated properly. Thank you for your help!  

Did You Know That... 
+  Two of the eight ELCA seminaries are 

located in Region 5? They are the        

Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 

and     Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque, IA. 

For more information about ELCA seminaries and     

Colleges and Universities, visit the synod website at 

www.csis-elca.org 

+  The Grace Gathering, an event held concurrent to 

the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, will be held in New 

Orleans, August 10-13, 2016? A unique feature of 

the event will be the variety of workshops offered to 

participants to help prepare for the 500th            

anniversary of the Reformation in 2017. For more 

details, visit www.ELCA.org/GraceGathering. 

Prayer Service for the Military 
THIS Wednesday, May 25, Calvary       

Lutheran Church (6606 W. Main St.) will 

hold a prayer service to thank and honor past and 

present military personnel and their families, and to 

pray for the safety and swift return of those who are 

currently serving and to thank their families for the 

gift of sharing their moms, dads, brothers, sisters, 

sons, and daughters with us. The prayer service will 

be from 7-8 PM in the Church & light refreshments 

will be served after in the fellowship hall.  


