
Mark Times  
May 8,  2016 + Seventh Sunday of Easter  

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH ~ A Community CENTER ~ A CEN†ERED Community  

From Your Pastor... 
Today four of our youngsters receive their 

First Holy Communion. Three of these 

children are in kindergarten, and one in 

second grade. There is a lot of variety across        

denominations as to what age is “appropriate” for a 

child to receive communion for the first time: for  

Roman Catholics, it tends to be in the 2nd grade. For 

some others, it’s at or near the time of Confirmation. 

The Orthodox Church gives 1st Communion to     

infants at their baptism (wine only). Others have no 

standards, and some, like the ELCA, allow for       

flexibility in the decision. 

    I have read a number of things that have         

convinced me that children receiving Communion at 

a younger age is a good and right practice. One of 

these is by a seminary professor of mine, Craig    

Satterlee (now a bishop in Michigan). The following is 

from his book, When God Speaks Through Worship: 

    “When children extend their hands to receive the 

bread and wine without understanding what the wise 

and intelligent think they need to know, they teach 

us that God’s wisdom surpasses our knowledge. 

They remind us that God’s wisdom is not as much 

comprehension as it is a relationship. In worship, 

God works through children to show us that eternal 

life does not come through believing the right things. 

Eternal life is being in close communion with Jesus. 

Eternal life is to remain in Jesus and to have Jesus 

remain in us. As children of God, we take Christ’s 

body and blood into our mouths, into our stomachs, 

into our bodies so that Christ remains in us and we 

remain in Christ. As we eat and drink the Lord’s  

Supper, Christ moves us closer to himself. Christ 

moves us closer the very life of God, so close that we 

are as intimate with Jesus as the Father is with the 

Son. In worship, as in the Bible, Jesus uses children 

to teach us.”   Amen! 

No Sunday School Today 
There is NO Education Hour (Sunday School 

& Adult Forum) today, Sunday, May 8. Enjoy 

a wonderful Mother’s Day!  

 Our last day of Sunday School is May 15! Weather 

permitting, we are planning on having music out on the 

lawn, followed by the Bible story and then walking to 

White Cottage for ice cream afterwards.  If it rains, we 

will be inside the music room.  Thank you everyone for 

a wonderful year!  

Letter Carriers’ Food Drive 
NEXT Saturday, May 14, letter carriers will 

be collecting food items for local food 

pantries. Make sure you put out your   do-

nation that day, then come and help us sort and pack 

the donations coming to our food pantry at 2:00PM. 

Please let Ann Martens or Keith Kniepkamp know if you 

can help. Sorting lasts until food is gone. 

First Communion Today! 
We celebrate with four of our young    peo-

ple who received their First Holy Com-

munion today: 
 

Elizabeth Bryan, Corbin Monfre, 

Jaxson Robinson, & Anna Robison  
 

Please join them and their families for a reception with 

cake  & punch in the Parish Hall following the liturgy! 

Instant Coffee & Tea 
St. Mark member Lisa Reyes now lives at Crest-

wood Health Care in Florissant following the 

closure of Nathan’s Health Care in East St. Lou-

is. She is requesting donations of tea (instant or tea 

bags) & instant coffee. If you’re able to provide these 

items at any point, please drop them in the basket on 

the St. Mark table in the Welcome Area. 

    Lisa always asks Pastor to tell folks at St. Mark “hello.” 

Feel free to drop her a card: Crestwood Health Care 

Center, 11400 Mehl Ave, Florissant, MO  63033. 



Sunday, May 15, 2016 
READINGS:  

Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm  104:24-34, 35b 

Romans 8:14-17 
John 14:8-17 [25-27] 

 

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Assisting Minister: Brian Moeller 

Acolyte:  Jackie Lynch  
Crucifer:  Rex Rothgangel 

Chalice Bearer: Barb Wurdinger  
Lector:  Cheryl Newsome  

 Ushers: John Friedenbach & Jason Martens  
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Tuesday, 5/10 9:30AM Bible Class: 1 Corinthians 

Thursday 8:00PM Choir rehearsal 

Friday 6:00PM 
“Star Trek Friday” at 

Pastor’s 

Saturday 2:00PM 
Postal Worker’s Food 
Drive 

Sunday, 5/15 9:00AM 
The Divine Liturgy for 
the Feast of Pentecost  

 10:15AM Coffee Hour 

 10:30AM 
Last day of Sunday 
School with walk to 
White Cottage 

 10:30AM 
Adult Forum: World’s 
Greatest Churches—The 
Stave Churches of Norway 

Offerings for Sunday, May 1 

Sunday worship attendance: 68 

    General Fund Collection: $2260 

  Parking Lot Loan Donations $50 

  Seminary Scholarship Fund $170 

Date Offerings Expenses Difference 

5/1-5/7 $2,260 $1,629.78 630.22 

YTD  $51,733.62 $58,963.26 -$7,229.64 

Coffee Hour Hosts!  

If you are interested in hosting our   

coffee/fellowship hour on Sunday mornings, 

please sign up in the Parish Hall near the coffee 

stand. See Kathy Evans if you have any questions 

about hosting! 

Lawn Mowing this Month! 
As in past years St. Mark and St. George's 

will share in the lawn mowing duties. The 

months that St. Mark is mowing are May, 

July and September. Volunteers are lined up week to 

week. If you would like to  volunteer contact Don 

Muller at 234-2114 or   mullerd809@gmail.com. A 

lawnmower, string trimmer, and leaf blower as well as 

a pickup truck are needed. 

Parking Lot Donations 
There are two ways to donate to help with the   parking 

lot: Donate toward on the loan for the      recent resur-

facing OR donate to fund the regular maintenance of 

the parking lot.  

    Mark your donations as Parking Lot Loan or   Park-

ing Lot Maintenance so that the amounts may be allo-

cated properly. Thank you for your help!  Congratulations Avalon! 
Cheryl and Dick Newsome are happy to announce that 

their daughter, Avalon, will be joined in marriage to 

Nicholas Elliott on May 14th in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

 Also, Avalon will graduate from AT Still College of 

Osteopathic Medicine in Phoenix, Arizona on May 

20th. Following this, she will begin a 3 year residency in 

Family Practice Medicine in Dayton, OH. 

 We wish Avalon many blessings in these happy 

events! 
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