
Church Decorating 

Please set aside some time THIS Saturday, April 15 

at 9:00AM to decorate the church for Easter. We 

hope to see many of you!  

Mark Times   
April 9,  2017  +  Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion 

Celebrating 40 Years in God’s Grace + Honoring the Past, Embracing the Future 

From Your Pastor… 
One of the key aspects of Palm/Passion 

Sunday is the contrast between the    

reaction of the crowd who welcomes  

Jesus into Jerusalem like a king, waving 

palms and shouting, “hosanna!” – and the crowd who 

only days later treats Jesus like a criminal, waving 

their fists and shouting, “crucify him!” It’s a shocking 

turn of events. We know what the Gospels describe, 

but I wonder what Jesus was thinking through it all. 

    I wonder… when Jesus rode on that donkey 

through the throng of enthusiastic revelers       

showering him with adulation and “blessed is the one 

who comes in the name of the Lord,” did he think, 

“They get it - they finally get it. They realize who I 

am and why I am here. The revealing of God’s    

kingdom is going to happen, and soon!”? Did it cross 

his mind in those moments - maybe all of the  

premonitions of his death were unfounded? Did he 

wonder if just maybe the sacrifice wouldn’t be     

necessary? In the midst of all that, “glory, laud and 

honor,” who could blame him for thinking that? 

    So then imagine the gut-wrenching feeling of 

thinking that maybe it would all be okay, and then to 

have it all come crashing down. The rejection, the 

brutal retaliation… Psalm 69 puts it perfectly: “Insult 

has broken my heart, and I am weak; I looked for 

compassion, but there was none – for comforters, 

but found none.” He must have been devastated. Not 

only for himself personally, but especially because it 

wasn’t just him they were rejecting; they were    

turning away from the love that God was freely     

offering them. 

    This week we celebrate Jesus carrying all of his 

pain and anguish to the cross - just as he still does 

for us - for it to be put to death that we might be 

raised to new life, just as he was. “The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” 
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Easter Flowers Donations 

Donations are appreciated for decorating 

the altar area with lovely flowers on        

Easter Sunday. Donation envelopes are in the    

hymnal racks. Donate any amount & take the    

flowers with you after worship. Thanks for    

making our church especially beautiful for its 

biggest day of the year. 

Holy Week 2017 

Today begins the holiest week of the 

year for Christians. Take this            

opportunity be immersed in the story 

of Jesus’ Passion, death and resurrection - the 

most influential events in human history. 

    On Maundy Thursday, we will hear the Words 

of Institution in Aramaic - the language of 

Christ - and will have the ritual washing of 

hands. Bring your tired, dusty, worn-out hands 

to worship and experience the healing power of 

water poured and cross marked.  

    On Good Friday, we will again participate in 

an ecumenical walking Way of the Cross with St. 

George’s Episcopal and St. Luke’s Catholic 

churches. We meet at St. Luke’s at 12:10PM and 

walk the stations of the cross to St. Mark/St. 

George’s where we will join in a soup lunch. 

    At 7:00PM, St. George’s hosts the joint liturgy 

with adoration of the cross. 

    Then join us at 9:00AM on Easter Sunday for 

the grandest celebration of all! 



Sunday, April 16, 2017 
READINGS: 
Acts 10: 34-43 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
Colossians 3:1-4 
Matthew 28:1-10 

  

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian Robison 

Assisting Minister:  Greg Martens 

Acolyte: Renee Southers  
Crucifer: Rex Rothgangel  

Chalice Bearers: Tom Partelow  
Lector: Cheryl Newsome 

 Ushers: Frank Dressel & Jason Martens  
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Thursday, 4/13  Maundy Thursday 

 7:00 PM 

Divine Liturgy with 

ritual Washing of 

Hands—Chapel 

Friday, 4/14  Good Friday 

 12:10PM 

Walking Way of the 
Cross—Start @ St. 
Luke’s & process to 
St. Mark/St. George, 
then soup lunch 

 7:00 PM 
Joint Good Friday  

Liturgy—Church 

Saturday 9:00 AM 
Decorate Sanctuary for 
Easter 

Sunday, 4/16 9:00 AM 
Easter Sunday 
festival liturgy  

  
Easter egg hunt after 
liturgy 

Offerings for April 2 2017 

Sunday worship attendance: 55 

Shine worship attendance: 30 

 General Fund Donations $1,847 

  Denny Spencer Memorial $100 

Date Offerings Expenses Difference 

3/26-4/1 $2,834 $8,975.71 -$6,141.71 

4/2-4/8 $1,847 $381.17 $1,465.83 

YTD  $40,445 $42,626.64 -$2,181.64 

Small Detergents for the Food Pantry 

Our April spotlight items for the food    

pantry are SMALL bottles of laundry         

detergent (10oz. bottles are preferred, as 

they are easy for our patrons to carry). Drop them 

in the church Welcome Area or in the office during 

the day. 

TURTLEs Mission Trip Leader Sought 

We are looking at the possibility of a mission trip 

this summer for our Junior & Senior TURTLEs. If 

you are a MALE parent of one of our youth and  

interested in possibly being a chaperone, please 

see Pr. Brian or Melanie. 

Sock Hop Event 

The Social/Evangelism Committee is 

sponsoring a Sock Hop Event on        

Saturday, May 6 from 3:30-5:30PM to support the 

Pregnancy Care Center. The PCC is in need of new 

socks and shoes up to age 5 years. We’re planning 

an afternoon of fun, games, root beer floats, and 

snacks. Our goal is to be able to provide 40 pairs 

of shoes in honor of our 40th anniversary. Get to 

step out and have fun! More info coming soon. 

FROGs Celebrate Moms 

All FROG families are invited to    

celebrate MOM on Sunday, April 30 

at 11:45AM. Eat a light lunch, make a craft, 

play a game, & enjoy a devotion - all to show 

our love to mom. Please RSVP to Melanie by 

Wednesday, April 26. 


