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May 7,  2017  +  The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Celebrating 40 Years in God’s Grace + Honoring the Past, Embracing the Future 

From Your Pastor… 

A month or so ago, we had a couple of 

members dealing with hospital stays, 

which crossed over into a particular  

Sunday. Although these hospital stays 

were known to a number of people in church that 

day, I did not mention them to be added to the 

Prayers of Intercession. I know that at least some 

folks found this puzzling. My response was that I 

had not asked their permission to announce their 

need for prayer. A reasonable counter-response 

was, “no one minds being prayed for.” I’d say that 

this is generally true (I know some non-church 

people who would take issue with it, however). 

    The real issue may be understood in this way: 

it’s not my announcing they are in need of prayer 

and adding them to the list that is the potential 

issue; while most everyone might not mind being 

prayed for, not everyone wants the “whole world” 

to know that they are in a situation that requires 

prayer. Not everyone wants so many people to 

know their “business.” Not everyone wants the  

attention of having people “make a big deal over 

them;” not everyone wants visitors. Some people 

just want the situation to come and go as quietly 

as possible. 

So my respecting each person 

enough to ask their permission first 

is part of my pastoral care to them 

(Granted, sometimes I forget to ask, 

and that is definitely on me!).  

    Of course, if you happen to visit the person (or 

are a close family member), feel free to ask if 

they’d like to be added to the prayers, and report 

that to me. We’re all in this ministry together!    

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH ~ A Community CENTER ~ A CEN†ERED Community  

Letter Carriers’ Food Drive 

NEXT Saturday, May 13 the letter    

carriers will be collecting food items 

for local food pantries. Make sure to 

put out your donation that day, then come and 

help us sort and pack the donations coming to 

our food pantry at 1:00PM. Please let Ann      

Martens or Keith Kniepkamp know if you can 

help. Sorting lasts until food is gone. 

Lutheran-Catholic Dialogues, Round 2 

Our second session is this Wednesday, May 

10 at 7:00PM at St. Luke’s Catholic 

Church in their parish hall. We will   

discuss the Sacraments of Healing & Service.  

Sunday School Celebration! 

The last class of Sunday School for this 

spring is TODAY, Sunday, May 7. We’ve 

had a great year! Following worship, we invite 

EVERYONE to an ice cream social in the Parish Hall, 

after which we will celebrate with the kids while 

the adults attend Pastor’s class. Please join us! 

Church Basement Ladies! 

The hilarious musical "Church      

Basement Ladies" is coming to the 

Playhouse at Westport Plaza. It is a delightful    

celebration of the church kitchen and the women 

who work there, inspired by the book Growing Up 

Lutheran. St. Mark has secured twenty half-price 

tickets for the Sunday, August 27, 2pm           

matinee. Now only $25. Make your reservations 

with Kathy Rothgangel. Seats will go fast. Let her 

know if you're interested.   



Sunday, May 14, 2017 
READINGS: 

Acts 7:55-60  
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  

1 Peter  2:2-10  
John 14:1-14  

  

WORSHIP SERVERS 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian Robison 

Assisting Minister:  Greg Martens 

Acolyte: Kate Bryan  
Crucifer: Frank Dressel  

Chalice Bearer: Barb Wurdinger  
Lector: Jim Montgomery 

 Ushers: Rex Rothgangel & Jim Montgomery  

This Week at a Glance 
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L  king 
Ahead 

Wednesday, 
5/10 

7:00PM 
Lutheran/Catholic 
dialogue at St. Luke’s 

Thursday 7:00PM Bell Choir 

 8:00PM Voice Choir 

Friday  Pastor’s Sabbath 

Saturday 1:00PM 
Letter Carriers Food 
Drive 

Sunday, 5/14 9:00AM 
The Divine Liturgy  with 
Mother’s Day blessing 

 10:20AM Coffee & fellowship 

  No Education Hour 

Offerings for April 30, 2017 

Sunday worship attendance: 53 

 General Fund Donations $3,154 

  Crisis Fund $10 

  Coffee Fund $14 

Date Offerings Expenses Difference 

4/30-5/6 $3,154 $8,658.23 -$5,504.23 

YTD  $53,626 $57,800.26 -$4,174.26 

Electronic Giving is a convenient way to 

provide consistent financial support to 

St. Mark, even when you’re out of town. 

Please contact the church office to learn 

how you can participate! 

105 East “D” Street,  Belleville, IL  62220  

Office: 618.233.9809   Fax: 618.233.4090 

Pastor Brian’s cell phone: 314.363.6784 

Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org 

pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

Website: stmarkbelleville.org 

Did You Know That... 

+ As part of the ELCA, your congregation 

is part of a network that has oversight of 

26 Lutheran colleges and universities? Invite college 

age young adults to consider attending an ELCA   

institution of higher education. Visit www.csis-

elca.org to connect to any of the ELCA schools. 

+ An anonymous donor has offered a $25,000 dollar 

for dollar match for this year’s Pedal for a Purpose 

event, which seeks to raise $50,000 for Lutheran  

Social Services of Illinois’ Prisoner and Family      

Ministry and Children’s Community Services?      

Contributions may be sent to the Central/Southern 

Illinois Synod, 524 South 5th St., Springfield, 

IL  62701-1822. Please make check payable to: 

“Central/Southern Illinois Synod” with a notation that 

it is for the “2017 Pedal for a Purpose”. 

+ The Central/Southern Illinois Synod and the twelve 

synods of ELCA Region 5 support two of the ELCA’s 

eight seminaries?  Thank you for your support of the 

Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago and      

Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque, IA. 

+ A special offering will be received at this year’s 

synod assembly to support the work of our two 

companion synods in Madagascar? Thank you for 

your support of ELCA Global Mission. 

Canned Fruit for the Food Pantry 
Our May spotlight item for the food pantry is 

canned fruit. You can bring cans to the church 

Welcome Area on Sundays or the office during the day. 

Thank you! 

Mother’s Day  
Join us NEXT Sunday, May 14 as we joyfully  

celebrate Mother’s Day with a special blessing 

during our regular 9:00AM service. There will be no   

Education Hour next Sunday. 

http://www.csis-elca.org/
http://www.csis-elca.org/

