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Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and humiliated servant. 
We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying 
God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as 
his path leads to death on the cross. We begin this week that stands at the center of the church year, 
anticipating the completion of God's astounding work. 

Hymns and prayers may be found in this order of worship.  

Gathering - Procession with Palms 

 
 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11, 3:1-5a, 27-39 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent 

two disciples, 2saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 

donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, 

just say this, 'The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." 4This took place to fulfill 

what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 5"Tell the daughter of Zion, 

 Look, your king is coming to you, 

  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

  and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and 

put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and 

others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him 

and that followed were shouting, 

 "Hosanna to the Son of David! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
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 Hosanna in highest heaven!" 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" 11The crowds 

were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2“The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; 
3therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice 

what they teach. 4They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; 

but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them. 5They do all their deeds to be seen by 

others...  

27“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which on the 

outside look beautiful, but inside they are full of the bones of the dead and of all kinds of filth. 28So 

you also on the outside look righteous to others, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 
29“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and 

decorate the graves of the righteous, 30and you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we 

would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31Thus you testify against 

yourselves that you are descendants of those who murdered the prophets. 32Fill up, then, the measure 

of your ancestors. 33You snakes, you brood of vipers!  

34Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and 

some you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town, 35so that upon you may come 

all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son 

of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 36Truly I tell you, all this will 

come upon this generation. 37“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 

who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her 

brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 38See, your house is left to you, desolate. 39For I 

tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 

Lord.’”  

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 

BLESSING OF PALMS     
 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

Let us pray…  We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today 

he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread 

garments and branches along his way. Bless + the branches, plants, leaves, and those who carry them. 

Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, 

we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

PROCESSION 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ELW 344 

Refrain: 

 All glo-ry, laud, and hon-or to you, re-deem-er, king 

  To whom the lips of chil-dren make sweet ho-san-nas ring. 

 

 
 

The presiding minister concludes the procession 

 
 

SERMON  The Rev. Brian M. Robisonn 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  spoken in unison 

O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of your Son you offer your infinite life 

to the world. Gather us around the cross of Christ, and preserve us until the resurrection, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.  

APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

     he descended to the dead. 

     On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
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     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     The names of those for whom we pray can be found in the Mark Times 

newsletter.  The response to “Hear us, O God,” is “Your mercy is great…” 

 

PEACE The assembly is invited to share God’s peace with one another. 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth and claimed us as children of the light 

strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. And may the blessing of the most holy Trinity – 

Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit – go with you and remain with you now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” ELW 346 Tune of “On Jordan’s Bank” 

           1. Ride        on,         ride    on            in      maj -          es -   ty!       Hear     all           the  

           2. Ride        on,         ride    on            in      maj -          es-    ty!         In       low -        ly  

             tri -     bes     hos -     an -       na       cry;         O       Sav -          ior     meek,       your  

             po -     mp     ride      on          to       die.          O      Christ,       your    tri -         umphs  

                 road      pur -  sue,     with    palms    and   scatt -      ered     gar -       ments strew’d. 

                 now      be -    gin       o’er     cap -    tive   death        and     conq -    uer’d    sin. 

 
 

DISMISSAL    Go in peace.  Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Organist: Evelyn Duncan 

Videographer: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 
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