
 

 

April 12, 2020 + The Resurrection of Our Lord
 

Electronic Giving is a convenient way to provide financial support to 

St. Mark when you can’t get to church. GivePlus is a tool provided to 

us by VANCO & Thrivent. We encourage our members to utilize this 

tool during our service suspension. Click here to be directed to our GivePlus page on 

the St. Mark website. 

 As always, you are welcome to “snail mail” your offering into the office! 

Follow Us on Facebook and YouTube!    

If you are on Facebook and haven’t done so yet, please follow us at “St. Mark 

Lutheran Church.” Look for a photo of our church as the profile picture, and 

“like” our page (click here).  

 During the suspension of services, please check our Facebook feed regularly for 

updates, links to useful information, and streaming videos of Pastor’s reflections and 

worship services. Videos will also be posted to our new YouTube channel under 

“St. Mark Lutheran Church Belleville.” 

Flowers for Easter  - Thank you to all who provided flowers for the altar 

during our video worship. If you would like to pick up the flowers you 

donated, please contact the church office to make arrangements.  

Online Easter Weekend Worship Opportunities 

Friday, April 10, 7:00PM*: Good Friday Tenebrae service 

Saturday, April 11, 12:00PM*: “PB3” devotion for Holy Saturday 

Sunday, April 12, 9:00AM*: Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Day 

*All video posting times are approximate 

Easter Message from Presiding Bishop Eaton 

“Our experiences this Easter are remarkably similar to those of the first 

Easter. Amidst fear and anxiety and crushing disappointment, we will sing 

our "Alleluias" with growing hope, strength, defiance and joy, confident that 

God loves us completely and has brought us into eternal life. Christ is risen. 

Alleluia.”  

    Watch Bishop Eaton’s full, two-minute message here. 

http://stmarkbelleville.org/blog/electronic-giving/
https://www.facebook.com/stmarkbelleville
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu9_eoSQEuGHv1_8sqmiaqQ/featured
https://youtu.be/HWfXKHmjjDc


 

 

 

This Sunday’s 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS: 
 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 31:1-6,   

Psalm:  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24, 

Second Reading:  Colossians 3:1-4,  

Gospel:  Matthew 28:1-10  

 

Offerings 
 

April 5, 2020 
 

General Fund Donations: $9,440* 
 Don Muller Memorials: $245 
 Food Pantry: $100 
 Designated Funds: $25 
 

*Total Includes Electronic Offerings 
from March 31 to April 3  

Avg. Monthly Expenses: $17,897 

ST .  MARK  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  
105 East “D” Street, Belleville, IL 62221   Phone: 618.233.9809 

 Office Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org Website: www.stmarkbelleville.org 
Pastor Brian: cell phone: 314-363-6784 Email: pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

THANKSGIVINGS AND INTERCESSIONS 
 

We pray for those who celebrate their birthday this week: 

Greg Guenther (4/13) and Nick Rensing (4/17) 
 

We pray for those who celebrate their wedding anniversary this week: 

Charles & Kim Palmer (4/16) 

Pastor Brian is currently not doing in-person pastoral visits due to the risk of             

unknowingly spreading the COVID-19 virus. He has been working non-stop to          

establish procedures for this new reality, while making a few videos to stay connected 

with you all. He will be calling to check-in on members, and is very willing to engage 

with you via video chat by appointment. 

Food Pantry Temporarily Closed  

 Given the low turnout of volunteers under the age of 60, the food pantry has  

suspended operations until further notice. We will be regularly reevaluating the 

situation in our area to determine an appropriate time to reopen, even in a limited 

capacity. We will be directing inquiring clients to the Interfaith Food Pantry for the time 

being. 

Update on Services  The stay-at-home order for Illinois has been extended through 

the end of April, and thus we will not be meeting in person for worship services until 

May at the earliest. We will continue to offer worship online, and celebrate Easter in 

its fullness when we are finally able to come together once again. 

Synod Assembly Postponed until 2021   Due to the uncertainties of planning for 

any gatherings in the months ahead, the Central/Southern Illinois Synod council voted 

this week to postpone the 2020 Synod Assembly until June 3-5, 2021 in East Peoria, 

the planned site for the 2020 assembly. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=453539004
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452946345
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452946383
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452946419
mailto:office@stmarkbelleville.org
http://www.stmarkbelleville.org
mailto:pastor@stmarkbelleville.org


 

 

Social Distancing—A Family Exercise 
Social distancing for long periods of time is hard, so much 

more than most of us ever thought it would be. Even more       

difficult is that it’s not a few people from which we’re distancing 

ourselves, but, in many ways, it’s from the entire world. It is a 

choice to maintain social distance, but it is the best choice to avoid the risk of exposure to 

the coronavirus. The longer this goes on, and the faster the virus spreads, one begins to   

realize there are no “safe” people or places.  

Social distancing is the ultimate family exercise because it requires more than just being 

vigilant about staying home; it’s about taking care of your whole extended family and friends 

through distancing yourself. And the people that are at highest risk need the healthier, 

younger people in their lives to go out and do things for them. It exercises your emotions, 

your patience, and tests your coping mechanisms.  

Most of us have learned we need to establish a routine for the whole family during this 

time. But that’s hard when we can’t do what we usually do. Activities we once took for    

granted - going to church and school, grocery shopping, a park, or even going to visit    

grandparents - are now activities in which we’re more likely to be exposed and/or spread 

coronavirus. And no doubt: it’s harder to maintain the distance the longer we have to do it.  

Many Christians are wondering how we’re going to have Easter when we can’t 

do it the way we traditionally do. It’s important to still have Easter with your family 

even if it’s not together. Dye eggs with your kids, plan a virtual Easter Egg Hunt with 

your family, and, most importantly, attend our church service on YouTube.  

Social distancing is forcing everyone to get creative. Many of us are working    

remotely and using Zoom for meetings. Maybe you’re getting the spring cleaning 

done that you didn’t do back in 2018 or ‘19. Or maybe you’re constantly researching 

things online for the kids to do other than play a steady stream of video games. Raise your 

hand if you’ve gone for a drive just to get out of the house and get some new scenery.     

Getting active outside of the house can do everyone in your household good. 

Dr. James F. Sallis, professor emeritus of Family Medicine and Public Health at the     

University of California, San Diego told the Rails to Trails Conservancy, “Being active has 

profound mental health benefits, and enhancing psychological health is especially critical in 

times of stress, which this certainly is. Each session of physical activity boosts mood and  

reduces anxiety, so making sure you get activity every day can be a partial antidote to      

worrisome news reports.” 

Trail Link is a good resource to use to find open walking and hiking trails in the Belleville 

area (they even have a way to search for areas good for walking dogs). A great 

resource for outdoor activities for the children in your life is SignUp Genius’s list 

of outdoor activities. Activities range from games to art projects to science      

experiments.  

Home Advisor suggests that you try planting a garden with the 

children in your life. It may help extend your family’s groceries once a fruit 

and/or vegetable garden starts producing. There’s the added benefit that 

kids are more likely to eat produce that they help to grow. Other gardening 

activities kids (and kids at heart) might enjoy is making fairy gardens,    

butterfly gardens, or maybe even a dinosaur garden. 

https://sunny99.iheart.com/featured/rick-lovett/content/2020-04-07-how-to-have-a-virtual-easter-egg-hunt-during-social-distancing/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu9_eoSQEuGHv1_8sqmiaqQ
https://www.traillink.com/trailsearch/?mmloc=62220
https://www.signupgenius.com/home/outdoor-activities-for-kids.cfm
https://www.signupgenius.com/home/outdoor-activities-for-kids.cfm
https://www.homeadvisor.com/r/home-gardening-guide-for-your-family/
https://www.crafts-for-all-seasons.com/make-a-fairy-garden.html
https://butterflygardening101.com/start-a-butterfly-garden/
https://meganzeni.com/dinosaur-garden/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=pinterest&utm_campaign=tailwind_tribes&utm_content=tribes&utm_term=361090988_10748546_167892


 

 

WE PRAY FOR THE ILL AND CONFINED 

Family & Friends 

Bill Benton Bea Benton Susan Carson 

Christine Brian Collingham Arianna Curnes 

Andre Davis Shaphon Davis Katrina Fenner 

Jesse Ferris Christine Gass Joni Giordano 

Carrie Gravot Margy Groennert Stephanie Groennert 

TC Groennert Carol Haefner-Meyer Gene Halloran 

Melisa Hamilton Randy Hayes Linda Hinkle-Emke 

Jamie House Paul Klossner Donna Kudelka 

Austin Lickenbrock Pat Likness Dusty Little 

Wyatt Madison Allen & Mary Jane  Martens Glenda Martiszus 

Dorothy May Brian Nelson Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt 

Tim & Missy Partelow Doug Pickens Hilda Parnell 

Paul Richards Eileen Robertson Darrell Robinson 

Sarah and family Shirley Saia Dave Schaaf 

Carol Scott Jill Schlueter Stefanie Schroeder 

Steven & Braylen Shirley Dennis & Margie Snep Eric Wheeler 

Kris Whitley Elisabeth Woodrome Linda Wrisley 

Ken Zika   

St. Mark Parishioners 

Kathryn Bjornstad Ellen Buehler Gary Dozier Maxine Elmore 

Mike Foppe Lila Frerichs Mary Hill Geri Jolley 

Lucy Montgomery Dwight Ness Kim Palmer Marilyn Robinson 

Denise Scruggs    


