
 

 

April 26, 2020 + Third Sunday of Easter
 

Making Mealtime Family Fun Time Again  
Many of us are struggling to keep boredom at bay, and for some, mealtimes have become a tedious             

experience. Folks may be getting tired of the old standbys (and those cooking may be tired of making 

meals every day). Mealtimes have always been an important time for families to connect and talk 

about their day, but we might be getting tired of being around our family all day every day, and the 

longer the shelter-in-place order continues, the more energy it can take to put in an effort for          

anything, especially meals. 

    There’s a trend going around that may bring some fun back into mealtimes: themed dinners. No, 

I don’t mean everything on the plate is green (although you could try a Green Eggs & Ham/Dr. Seuss 

theme). The trend is dressing in themed costumes. Some of the popular choices are: Disney      

characters, TV show or movie characters, semi/formal wear, and dressing up in a particular decade 

theme (the 80’s is very popular). I know of one family that won’t have any problem coming up with 

Marvel comic-themed costumes for dinner. ;-) 

    Everyone can put a suggestion in a bowl on what the day’s costume theme is, and each day a    

different one can be drawn out. Even just making the costumes and getting ready helps make the 

experience fun!  

    Don’t just change what you wear to the meal; change the venue too. Put a picnic blanket down on 

the floor and have a picnic-themed lunch or dinner. Set up a campfire outside for hot dog roasts and 

s’more (remember to be safe and unless you have a fire ring; all fires have to be kept 12 inches from 

the ground). On nice days, move breakfast or lunch outside. 

    For the children in your life, let them make a meal themselves, whether it’s just warming things up 

in a microwave or making a cold meal of sandwiches and salad or potato chips. Get the kids involved 

in helping make meals an experience instead of a chore. Kids love to make the fun stuff in the     

kitchen, but they need to understand there is more to cooking than making fun stuff. 

    Finally, don’t forget to thank and praise God at every meal for the blessings you’ve been given. 

Some folks look at sheltering-in as some form of punishment, or at least, inconvenience. Rather than 

seeing it only as an inconvenience, look at it as God blessing you with this time to spend with your 

family. You are spending more time with them than probably ever before and it’s time you wouldn’t 

normally get. On average, after children are in school (or daycare) and spouses are at work, you get 

to spend maybe five to six hours per day with them. This extra time is a gift to get to know your child 

or spouse again; don’t waste it. 

    Children aren’t going to remember playing video games non-stop during this time; they’ll            

remember learning family dances, having family game nights, watching movies together, cooking  

together, and maybe even themed dinner nights. Make this time a treasured memory because in a 

few months when we’re all back to the regular grind, we will miss this time together.    

PB3: Three Ministry Minutes with Pastor Brian 
At least once per week, Pastor Brian posts on YouTube and Facebook a three-minute reflection on a 

topic of the day. Be sure to check them out for a little snack-food for thought! 

- Randi 



 

 

 

This Sunday’s 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS: 
 

First Reading:  Acts 2:14a, 36-41, 

Psalm:  Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19, 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 1:17-23,  

Gospel:  Luke 24:13-35  

 

Offerings 
 

April 19, 2020 
 

General Fund Donations: $1,610* 
 Food Pantry: $5 
  
 

*Total Includes Electronic Offerings 
from April 15 to April 17  

Avg. Monthly Expenses: $17,897 

ST .  MARK  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  
105 East “D” Street, Belleville, IL 62221   Phone: 618.233.9809 

 Office Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org Website: www.stmarkbelleville.org 
Pastor Brian: cell phone: 314-363-6784 Email: pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

THANKSGIVINGS AND INTERCESSIONS 
 

We pray for those who celebrate their birthday this week: 

Tom Partelow (4/27), Nancy Tegtmeier (4/28), Mark Bearth (4/29), 

Mike Schaefer (4/29), and Dave Scott (5/1) 
 

We pray for those who celebrate their wedding anniversary this week: 

Will & Karen Eggemeyer (4/27) and Brad & Julie Valerius (4/28) 

Electronic Giving is a convenient way to provide financial support to St. 

Mark when you can’t get to church. GivePlus is a tool provided to us by 

VANCO & Thrivent. We encourage our members to utilize this tool during 

our service suspension. Click here to be directed to our GivePlus page on the St. Mark 

website. As always, you are welcome to “snail mail” your offering into the office! 

Worship with Us on Facebook and YouTube!    

If you have Facebook, please follow us at “St. Mark Lutheran Church.” Look for a 

photo of our church as the profile picture, and “like” our page (click here).  

 During the suspension of services, please check our Facebook feed regularly for 

updates, links to useful information, and streaming videos of Pastor’s reflections and 

worship services. Videos will also be posted to our YouTube channel under “St. Mark 

Lutheran Church Belleville.” 

Food Pantry Temporarily Closed  Given the low turnout of volunteers under the age of 

60, the food pantry has suspended operations until further notice. We are directing clients to 

the Interfaith Food Pantry for the time being, and food donations can be sent to them as well. 

Update on Services  The stay-at-home order for Illinois remains in effect until May 30, 

and thus it is likely we will not meet in person for worship services until June. We will 

continue to offer worship online, and celebrate Easter in its fullness when we are finally able 

to come together once again. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=454147250
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=454147290
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=454147311
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=454147331
mailto:office@stmarkbelleville.org
http://www.stmarkbelleville.org
mailto:pastor@stmarkbelleville.org
http://stmarkbelleville.org/blog/electronic-giving/
https://www.facebook.com/stmarkbelleville
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu9_eoSQEuGHv1_8sqmiaqQ/featured


 

 

WE PRAY FOR THE ILL AND CONFINED 

St. Mark Parishioners 

Kathryn Bjornstad Ellen Buehler Gary Dozier Maxine Elmore 

Mike Foppe Lila Frerichs Mary Hill Geri Jolley 

Lucy Montgomery Dwight Ness Kim Palmer Marilyn Robinson 

Denise Scruggs    

Family & Friends 

Bill Benton Bea Benton Joyce Breihof 

Susan Carson Christine Brian Collingham 

Arianna Curnes Andre Davis Katrina Fenner 

Jesse Ferris Christine Gass Joni Giordano 

Carrie Gravot Margy Groennert Stephanie Groennert 

TC Groennert Carol Haefner-Meyer Gene Halloran 

Melisa Hamilton Randy Hayes Linda Hinkle-Emke 

Jamie House Paul Klossner Donna Kudelka 

Austin Lickenbrock Pat Likness Dusty Little 

Wyatt Madison Allen & Mary Jane  Martens Glenda Martiszus 

Dorothy May Brian Nelson Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt 

Tim & Missy Partelow Doug Pickens Hilda Parnell 

Paul Richards Eileen Robertson Darrell Robinson 

Sarah and family Shirley Saia Dave Schaaf 

Carol Scott Jill Schlueter Stefanie Schroeder 

Steven & Braylen Shirley Dennis & Margie Snep Eric Wheeler 

Kris Whitley Elisabeth Woodrome Linda Wrisley 

Ken Zika   


