
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING 

We enter the Great Three Days: 

We glory in the cross of Christ, for he is our joy and our resurrection. 

Maundy (Mandatum, the word for “command”) is our focus. 

Our mandate is to “love one another as I have loved you.”   

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   

In the name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to struggle against sin, death, and 

the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were 

called at baptism. 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of 

reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the 

celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another. 

The presiding minister leads the assembly in the confession. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

    For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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The pastor announces God’s forgiveness, reflecting the Church’s tradition which teaches that ordained clergy are 

called to speak the forgiveness of sin that comes from God. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.   And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY spoken in unison 

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, 

to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will 

to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

WORD  

FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-13, 21-24 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the 

beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of 

Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 

household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining 

one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 

 This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your 

hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the LORD. For I will pass through the land 

of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings 

and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. The blood shall be 

a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no 

plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.” 

 21Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go, select lambs for your families, 

and slaughter the passover lamb. 22Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, 

and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood in the basin. None of you shall go outside 

the door of your house until morning. 23For the LORD will pass through to strike down the Egyptians; 

when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over that door and 

will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you down. 24You shall observe this rite as 

a perpetual ordinance for you and your children.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

As the gospel is announced, you may trace a small cross on your forehead, lips and chest, a prayer that the Word may 

dwell in our minds, on our lips, and in our hearts. 
  

     Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world 

and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil 

had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, 

knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 

going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he 

poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 

tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 
7Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8Peter said to 

him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." 
9Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" 10Jesus said to him, 

"One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, 

though not all of you." 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are 

clean." 
 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, 

"Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord and you are right, for that is 

what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's 

feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell 

you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 
17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
 31b "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been 

glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am 

with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where 

I am going, you cannot come.' 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 

loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another." 

At the conclusion of the reading . . . Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                   “Washing for the World” The Rev. Brian M. Robison 
 

Following the sermon, the assembly proclaims the Word of God in song. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    “Where Charity and Love Prevail”  

 

RITE OF WASHING OF HANDS 

Jesus set an example for his disciples by washing their feet, an act of humble service. In today’s society, 

our hands are in contact with the world more than our feet. But in these days of global pandemic, washing 

hands is an act of both personal and public service. We wash hands in worship tonight as an act of 

mutuality and benevolence. 

The washing of hands signifies the call to care for ourselves so that we can fulfill the calling of all the 

baptized to be servants to others. The hands we care for tonight are those we protect in order to offer them 

in service for the sake of the world that God so deeply loves. 

As the music begins, you are invited to participate in the washing of hands at home. You may alternate 

washing the hands of others in your home, or simply wash your own hands, either in the bowl or basin 

you have prepared, or simply in your sink.  

 

 

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison   

Organist: Evelyn Duncan 

Videographer: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) 
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Songs and hymns reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Used 
by permission, CCLI License #11179424 or OneLicense.net #A-729176. 
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MUSIC DURING WASHING OF HANDS:       WILL YOU LET ME BE YOUR SERVANT 

 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION …  Hear us, O God,  Your mercy is great. 
 

PEACE The assembly is invited to share God’s peace with one another. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   traditional 

Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 116 is spoken as the altar is stripped, leaving the sanctuary bare for Good Friday. 

Only the chalice remains, in remembrance of Jesus’ prayer to God: 

“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; 

yet, not my will but yours be done.” 

On this night the disciples betrayed, denied, and abandoned Jesus. 

From his last supper Christ walked to his humiliation and death. 
 

There is no benediction; we end in silence.    

The liturgy continues tomorrow, Good Friday. 


