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In today's reading the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit 
will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples were told to not gaze up into 
heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and 
share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission. 
 

Hymns and prayers may be found in this order of worship. 
 

Gathering  
  

GREETING 

In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  spoken in unison 

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence 

intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring 

everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Word   
 

READING: Acts 1:1-11 
1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 
2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 

to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by 

many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom 

of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for 

the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
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 6So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will 

restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that 

the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth." 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 

took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 

suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 

come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 
 

The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God 
 

SERMON The Rev. Brian M. Robison  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!” ELW 393 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

 born of the virgin Mary. 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER traditional 

Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, grant that your holy word which has been proclaimed this day may enter into 

our hearts through your grace, that it may produce in us the fruit of the Spirit for witness and 

service to the world and to the praise and honor of your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 

and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 

now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN “O Christ, Our Hope” ELW 604 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

+ + + MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY + + + 

 
+ Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

 + Organist: Evelyn Duncan 

+ Videographer: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 
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