
 

 

May 3, 2020 + Fourth Sunday of Easter
 

PB3: Three Ministry Minutes with Pastor Brian 
At least once per week, Pastor Brian posts on YouTube and Facebook a three-minute reflection on a 

topic of the day. Be sure to check them out for a little snack-food for thought! 

Deaconess Nurses’ Work During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
The person was fine in the morning, and dead by nightfall. Sounds like now with 

COVID–19. But is also from Spanish Flu Epidemic of 1918. Until COVID–19, the 

Spanish flu pandemic on 1918-1919 was the only recent pandemic experience. 

This devastating influenza pandemic lasted only about a year, but ultimately 

claimed the lives of upwards of 50 million people. In the United States, about 22 

million people – more than one in four Americans – were stricken.  The final U.S. death toll was     

estimated at 675,000. Now it is 2020 with the COVID–19 pandemic. At the time of this writing, over 1 

million people have COVID–19 and 47,178 people have died in the United States. 

    At the turn of the last century, much like today, the “flu” was seasonal annoyance that could be   

temporary but seldom life threatening except for the very young, the very old, or people with        

comprised immune systems. But the strain that came in the pandemic in the spring of 1918, was 

much more dangerous. Transmitted by respiratory droplets, the disease was far more deadly and 

spread swiftly, much like Corona virus now. During that time, nursing became crucial, to ensuring the 

health and well being of all in St. Louis. 

    In St. Louis, Deaconess nurses provided the care to the ill. They worked in their hospital to nurse 

to health and bring comfort to the dying.  But they also worked to ensure the public health of those 

most vulnerable. Just as today, the nurses stressed basic hygiene and hand washing, social         

distancing and wearing a gauze mask when out in public. They worked tirelessly to teach and        

advocate for good public health guidelines which made a difference in ending the pandemic. 

    Today, during the COVID–19 crisis, the Deaconess nurses are doing the same – working tirelessly 

to teach and care for those who are most vulnerable. During the 2020 pandemic, Deaconess nurses 

are providing wellness phone calls to seniors who have been referred by Northside Youth and Senior 

services, St Louis Housing Authority and United Way 211 referrals. During their calls, the nurses are 

providing physical and behavioral health assessments and stressing how to stay healthy by staying 

home, handwashing and wearing masks in public. Nurses working at affordable housing and senior 

independent facilities are providing much needed disease prevention monitoring and health           

education. And nurses are working with the Muslim physicians at the Salam clinic to ensure that 

those who are under insured or uninsured get the health care they need. 

    Making a difference is what the Deaconess nurses do – whether it is 1918 or 2020. Our nurses are 

incredible and passion filled! They do the work with the heart and spirit that has lived since the      

beginning with Deaconess nursing. We thank them and all of you who help us by providing face 

masks, monetary support and most of all prayers. We are all in this together! 
 

           - Donna Pupillo 



 

 

 

This Sunday’s 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS: 
 

First Reading:  Acts 2:42-47, 

Psalm:  Psalm 23, 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 2:19-25,  

Gospel:  John 10:1-10  

 

Offerings 
 

April 26, 2020 
 

General Fund Donations: $5,170* 
  
 

*Total Includes Electronic Offerings 
from April 18 to April 24  

Avg. Monthly Expenses: $17,897 

ST .  MARK  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  
105 East “D” Street, Belleville, IL 62221   Phone: 618.233.9809 

 Office Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org Website: www.stmarkbelleville.org 
Pastor Brian: cell phone: 314-363-6784 Email: pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

THANKSGIVINGS AND INTERCESSIONS 
 

We pray for those who celebrate their birthday this week: 

Art Engelage (5/4) and Chris Herbstreit (5/6) 
 

We pray for those who celebrate their wedding anniversary this week: 

Aurora & Jason McKenzie (5/8) 

Electronic Giving is a convenient way to provide financial support to St. 

Mark when you can’t get to church. GivePlus is a tool provided to us by 

VANCO & Thrivent. We encourage our members to utilize this tool during 

our service suspension. Click here to be directed to our GivePlus page on the St. Mark 

website. As always, you are welcome to “snail mail” your offering into the office! 

Worship with Us on Facebook and YouTube!    

If you have Facebook, please follow us at “St. Mark Lutheran Church.” Look for a 

photo of our church as the profile picture, and “like” our page (click here).  

 During the suspension of services, please check our Facebook feed regularly for 

updates, links to useful information, and streaming videos of Pastor’s reflections and 

worship services. Videos will also be posted to our YouTube channel under “St. Mark 

Lutheran Church Belleville.” 

Food Pantry Temporarily Closed  Given the low turnout of volunteers under the age of 

60, the food pantry has suspended operations until further notice. We are directing clients to 

the Interfaith Food Pantry for the time being, and food donations can be sent to them as well. 

Update on Services  The stay-at-home order for Illinois remains in effect until May 30, 

and thus it is likely we will not meet in person for worship services until June. We will 

continue to offer worship online, and celebrate Easter in its fullness when we are finally able 

to come together once again. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=454756794
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=454756818
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=454756843
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=454756865
mailto:office@stmarkbelleville.org
http://www.stmarkbelleville.org
mailto:pastor@stmarkbelleville.org
http://stmarkbelleville.org/blog/electronic-giving/
https://www.facebook.com/stmarkbelleville
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu9_eoSQEuGHv1_8sqmiaqQ/featured


 

 

WE PRAY FOR THE ILL AND CONFINED 

St. Mark Parishioners 

Kathryn Bjornstad Ellen Buehler Gary Dozier Maxine Elmore 

Mike Foppe Lila Frerichs Mary Hill Geri Jolley 

Lucy Montgomery Dwight Ness Kim Palmer Marilyn Robinson 

Denise Scruggs    

Family & Friends 

Bill Benton Bea Benton Joyce Breihof 

Susan Carson Christine Brian Collingham 

Arianna Curnes Andre Davis Katrina Fenner 

Jesse Ferris Christine Gass Joni Giordano 

Carrie Gravot Margy Groennert Stephanie Groennert 

TC Groennert Carol Haefner-Meyer Gene Halloran 

Melisa Hamilton Randy Hayes Linda Hinkle-Emke 

Jamie House Paul Klossner Donna Kudelka 

Austin Lickenbrock Pat Likness Dusty Little 

Wyatt Madison Allen & Mary Jane  Martens Glenda Martiszus 

Dorothy May Brian Nelson Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt 

Tim & Missy Partelow Doug Pickens Hilda Parnell 

Paul Richards Eileen Robertson Darrell Robinson 

Sarah and family Dave Schaaf Carol Scott 

Jill Schlueter Stefanie Schroeder Steven & Braylen Shirley 

Dennis & Margie Snep Eric Wheeler Kris Whitley 

Elisabeth Woodrome Linda Wrisley Ken Zika 


