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WELCOME 
 

Blessed be the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit – the one God whose steadfast 

love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to 

generation.   Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Our faith teaches that “when our judgment of people or our actions toward them are determined 

by the color of their skin, we are not acting like the children… of God – and we ought to be 

ashamed of ourselves.” But our God is also gracious and has provided a cure for our alienation: 

“a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” Trusting in the mercy of God, let us 

confess our sin… 
 

In your holy presence, O God, we mourn our divisions, acknowledge our fearfulness, and 

admit our shameful silence in the face of injustice. God, who in Christ reconciled all flesh 

and dismantled the divisions of race, class, and creed, forgive the smallness of our vision 

and lack of concern. Spoil any pleasure we enjoy at the expense of another. Awaken within 

us the still small voice of Christian conscience calling us to repentance and igniting our 

commitment to reconciliation. 
 

It is not to earn God’s grace that we act justly; it is because God’s great mercy shown in the 

self-giving of Jesus Christ frees us to be grateful. In the name of + Christ, our sins are forgiven, 

and the experience of forgiveness makes our heart more like God’s and more loving toward 

others. Thanks be to God! 
 

GATHERING HYMN  “Praise to the Lord Almighty” ELW 858 
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GREETING & WELCOME 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  spoken in unison 

God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour 

your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings 

of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

READING: Romans 5:1-8 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through 

whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of 

sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 
5and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely 

will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might 

actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died 

for us. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 100  spoken responsively 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all you lands! 

 2Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God's presence | with a song. 
3Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom | we belong; 

 we are God's people and the sheep | of God's pasture.   
4Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the | courts with praise; 

 give thanks and bless God's | holy name. 
5Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is | everlasting, 

 whose faithfulness endures from | age to age.   
 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35—10:8 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without 

a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." 10:1Then Jesus 

summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, 

and to cure every disease and every sickness. 

 2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother 

Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 

Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, and 

Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 

 5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "… 6. …go… to the lost sheep 

of the house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come 

near.' 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without 

payment; give without payment.  

The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  “Seeds of a Great Harvest”               The Rev. Brian M. Robison  
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HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, You Give the Great Commission”  ELW 579 

 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 He descended to the dead.  

 On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 



 4 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy catholic Church,  

     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     The names of those for whom we pray can be found 

in the Mark Times newsletter.  The response to “Hear us, O God,” is “Your mercy is great.” 
 

PEACE The assembly is invited to share God’s peace with one another. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   contemporary 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; 

 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

BLESSING    

May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, 

grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father +Son, and Holy Spirit, bless 

you and keep you in eternal love, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

SENDING HYMN  “I Love to Tell the Story”  ELW 661 
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DISMISSAL     

Go in peace. Christ is with you.   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison  + Organist: Evelyn Duncan 

+ Videographer: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 
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