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The date on which Christians should celebrate Christ’s birth was debated 

for centuries before December 25 was settled upon in the year 336. Prior 

to this, various theologians advocated dates in March, April, May and 

November. We celebrate “Christmas in July” as a reminder that rejoicing 

in the Messiah who was born among us is not reserved just for a day in 

December, but is to be remembered each day throughout the year.  
 

WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Father, + Son, Holy Spirit, the Maker of heaven and earth, the Word made flesh, 

the Lord and giver of life. Amen. 
 

Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God's mercy. 
 

God of peace, we confess that we are not at peace— with others or with ourselves. We bring 

to you all that tears us apart: discord in our families, violence in our world, our own 

conflicted hearts. In your mercy, mend us. Reconnect us to one another and to you. Let 

peace reign over all the earth, through the Prince of peace, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace upon grace: forgiveness that 

is stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken heart. Hear this word of God's pardon 

and peace: in the name of + Jesus our Savior, you are free from all your sins. Rise, shine, for 

your light has come. Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN “The First Noel” ELW 300 
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GREETING 

From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all.  

And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  spoken in unison 

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened 

weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who 

brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Listen! Your 

sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of 

the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has 

comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the 

eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God 



 2 

GOSPEL HYMN “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” ELW 275 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

2In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 

her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified.10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15When the angels had left them and gone 

into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”16So they went with haste and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 

told them.                                      At the conclusion of the reading . . . Praise to you, O Christ.  
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SERMON  The Rev. Brian M. Robison 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Love Has Come” ELW 292 

 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION The names of the Ill & Confined may be found in the Mark Times 

newsletter. To add someone to the prayers, please contact the church office. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  hear our prayer… 

PEACE  The assembly is invited to share a greeting of peace with one another. 



 4 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  contemporary 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

Your kingdom come; your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, and the power, and the glory are yours, forever.  Amen 

BLESSING 

May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.  Amen. 
 

May the Word hat Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength.  Amen. 
 

May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.  Amen. 
 

And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you always.  Amen. 

SENDING HYMN   “Joy to the World!”  ELW 267 verses 1 & 4 

 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
 

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

Presider & preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison + Organist: Evelyn Duncan 

Videographer & Editor: The Rev. Brian Robison 
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