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A Colonial Liturgy in English 
“An order for the worship of Almighty God among English speaking people in the American colonies translated 

from the liturgy prepared in 1748 by Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, Peter Brunnholtz, and John F. Handschuh and 

faithfully adhering to the three surviving copies of the same handwritten by Jacob VanBuskerk in 1763, by Peter 

Muhlenberg in 1769, and by Jacob Goering in 1774.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A COLONIAL LITURGY IN ENGLISH 
 

WELCOME 

GATHERING HYMN     “God of Our Fathers” 

 God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 

  Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

 Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies: 

  Our grateful songs before Thy throne arise. 

 From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, 

  Make your strong arm our ever sure defense. 

 Thy true religion in our hearts increase; 

  Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 
 

 Refresh Thy people on their toilsome way; 

  Lead us from night to never-ending day. 

 Fill all our lives with love and grace divine 

  And glory, laud, and praise be ever Thine. 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS The hymn ended, the pastor shall go to the altar, turn his 

face to the congregation and say: The Confession of Sins. 

Beloved in the Lord!  Thus saith the high and holy One who inhabiteth eternity, whose Name 

is holy:  

I dwell in the high and holy place with him who is contrite in heart, to revive the spirit of the 

humble and the heart of the contrite.  I will not always chide, neither will I keep my anger 

forever. Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the Lord, thy 

God. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.  Let us, therefore, confess our sins together. 
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I, a poor sinner, confess unto God, my heavenly Father, that I have grievously sinned in 

many ways not only by outward and gross sins, but even more by inward blindness of 

heart, unbelief, doubt, despair, impatience, pride, selfishness, lust of the flesh, avarice, 

envy, hatred and malice, and by other sinful passions which are open in Thy sight, O 

Lord, but which I, alas, cannot fully understand.  I do earnestly repent and am heartily 

sorry for these my sins and with my whole heart implore Thy divine grace through Thy 

dear Son Jesus Christ being resolved with the help of the Holy Spirit to amend my sinful 

life.  Amen. 

Lord God, the Father in heaven:   Have mercy upon us. 

Lord God the Son, Redeemer of the world:   Have mercy upon us. 

Lord God the Holy Ghost:   Have mercy upon us, and grant us Thy peace.  Amen.  
 

GATHERING HYMN  “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” ELW 611 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

The Lord be with you.  And with thy spirit. 
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Let us pray…  Almighty God:  We make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep the United 

States in Thy holy protection; that Thou wilt incline the hearts of the citizens to… entertain a 

brotherly affection and love for one another and for their fellow citizens of the United States at 

large.  And… that Thou wilt most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love 

mercy, and demean ourselves with that charity, humility and pacific temper of mind which 

were the characteristics of the Divine author of our blessed religion, without a humble 

imitation of Whose example in these things we can never hope to be a happy nation.  Grant 

our supplication, we beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  (from 

Washington’s Prayer for the United States of America)  

Let us devoutly listen to the reading of the Epistle for the Time after Pentecost written in 

the seventh chapter of Romans beginning at the fifteenth verse. 

THE EPISTLE: Romans 7:15-25a 
15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 

hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no 

longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells 

within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do 

the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it 

is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 21So I find it to be a law that when I 

want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my 

inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, 

making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! 

Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 

Lord!     
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Let us devoutly listen to the reading of the Holy Gospel written in the eleventh chapter of St. 

Matthew, beginning at the sixteenth verse. 
 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16"To what will I compare this generation? It is like 

children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 17'We played the flute for 

you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.' 18For John came neither 

eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon'; 19the Son of Man came eating and 

drinking, and they say, 'Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 

sinners!' Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds." 25At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, 

Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and 

the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious 
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will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the 

Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 

gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, 

and my burden is light." 

The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to Thee, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Ordinarily, the sermon shall be limited to three-quarters of an hour, or at most, one hour. 

SERMON HYMN “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty”  ELW # 777 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH The names of those for whom we pray may be found on the 

back page. To add someone to the prayers, please contact the church office. 

The response to “Lord, in Thy mercy,” is “Hear our prayer…” 
 



 4 

PEACE The assembly is invited to share God’s peace with one another. 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds through 

Christ Jesus, unto eternal life.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     traditional 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

THE BLESSING 

The Lord bless thee and keep thee. The Lord make his face shine upon thee and be 

gracious unto thee. The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee and give thee peace. In the 

Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                  “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”   ELW #888 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go ye in Peace to love and serve thy Lord.  Thanks be to God! 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is evidence that Lutheran services were held in English in Philadelphia as early as 1701, in Albany, 

N.Y., by 1725, and in New York City before 1750, the year Henry Melchior Muhlenberg served Trinity 

Church, and conducted services every Sunday in Dutch, German and English. It appears that he translated 

most of the 1748 Liturgy, but also used, on occasion, items from the Book of Common Prayer of the Church of 

England (the American BCP dates from 1789). It is also likely that items such as the Litany, he translated 

from the Marburg Hymnal (the most popular hymnal among German colonists—Christopher Sauer in 

Germantown, Pa., printed five editions between 1757 and 1777). All of these sources have been used in the 

preparation of this service. The manuscript copies of the 1748 liturgy are quite vague as to rubrics, largely 

because the service had to be adaptable to widely varying conditions. Those rubrics included are designed to 

make the service usable in an ordinary church setting, some were provided, others are inferred. This service is 

the work of the Adult Forum of Trinity Church, Germantown, which under the inspiration of its pastor, Dr. 

Edward Traill Horn, III, researched, developed and conducted this historic liturgy. 
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