
 

 

December 13, 2020 + Third Sunday of Advent
 

Christmas Flower Donations. Donate any amount. Donations can be mailed in, 

dropped off at the office, or made electronically through the GivePlus app. Thanks for 

making our church especially beautiful for the Nativity of Our Lord.  

“A Very COVID Christmas” 
Attending Christmas Eve or Christmas Day worship is an integral part of the celebration of Christ’s 

birth for so many of us. 

    The humility of the God of creation being born in human form in a stable in order to save God’s 

people reminds us that in days of deepest need we sometimes need to reorient what we think is 

most important to consider what is most beneficial to God’s people overall. And that child born in 

Bethlehem made it clear through his life, ministry, and death that the truest worship of God is 

found in serving others.  

    The positivity rate and the number of COVID-related deaths in our country and in our area are the 

highest of any time in the pandemic thus far. The mitigations put in place across the state are        

not intended to infringe on one’s personal freedom, or to instill fear, or keep people from enjoying 

life’s pleasures; rather they are instituted to protect one another so that we can be around longer to 

enjoy all of these things when the virus passes. 

    The leadership at St. Mark is committed to Christ’s command to serve others by putting the least 

number of people at the least amount of risk through our own actions. Therefore, and especially with 

the restrictions on indoor gatherings likely to continue through the end of the year, we must make the 

difficult announcement that our Christmas worship this year will be online only. 

    We will offer one virtual service which will be available Christmas Eve, and we will work to make 

this service as special as it can be. Also, for our members without easy access to a computer, we will 

offer an in-person service in the church with a maximum of 10 in attendance on Christmas Eve at 

3:00PM. Like Tuesday mornings, this service is primarily for our members without computers, but a 

very limited amount of spaces are available for anyone. 

    This service will be followed at 3:45PM by carol singing outside in the courtyard for anyone 

who wishes to attend - we will commit to this opportunity to join in festive singing unless it is bitterly 

cold (below 40 degrees) or actively precipitating. 

Send Us Your Christmas Photos! 
Similar to the request to send photos for our virtual Palm Sunday procession in April, 

we now invite you to send Christmas photos of yourself and/or your families to 

Pastor Brian to be included in our Christmas Eve online service. Your photos 

can be in front of your Christmas tree or other decorations, or holding candles, or 

wearing your ugly Christmas sweaters—just be sure we can see your faces! Email 

(pastor@stmarkbelleville.org) or text (314-363-6784) your photos to Pastor Brian by 

Monday, December 21 to ensure they make it into the video. Any photos sent after 12/21 may still 

be included, but no guarantees! 

    It was a wonderful feeling of togetherness to see so many faces on Palm Sunday; we’d love to 

see you again! 
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Offerings for December 6, 2020 
 

General Fund Donations: $7,210* 
 Food Pantry: $220 
 Coffee Fund: $139.60  
 

 *All Offerings Received by 12/11 

 

This Sunday’s SCRIPTURE LESSONS: 

First Reading:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, 

Psalm:  Psalm 126, 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24, 

Gospel:  John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Angel Tree 2020    
Because of COVID precautions, Lutheran Child and Family Services asks for cash 

donations so that case workers can make the usual gift purchases for 

underprivileged children. Donations can be mailed or taken to the church office, and the 

offerings will be sent to the LCFS’ Belleville office. Please make checks directly to “LCFS.” 

Tuesday Morning Worship Continues 

While our Sunday morning in-person services are currently suspended, for the time being, 

Tuesday morning communion services continue to be held at 9:15AM in the chapel. There 

are typically three to five attendees, which leaves available space for a few more with a limit 

of 10. Just contact Pastor Brian to make a reservation. Evelyn plays the piano to accompany 

this service. *Masks and social distancing required, of course. 
 

*Online worship services will continue each week in the current format. 

Happy St. Lucy’s Day!  
Today we commemorate Lucia of Syracuse, an early-4th-century martyr who,     

according to legend, brought food and aid to Christians hiding in the Roman        

catacombs, wearing a candle-lit wreath on her head to light her way and leave her 

hands free to carry as much food as possible. Her feast day, which coincided with 

the shortest day of the year prior to calendar reforms, is widely celebrated as a    

festival of light. St. Lucy's Day is viewed as a precursor of Christmastide, pointing to 

the arrival of the Light of Christ on Christmas Day. 

Food Pantry Donations 
Many area food pantries are in greater need than usual, especially with the increased 

number of people with financial burdens who require services. Please consider making 

a donation to our food pantry. Food can be dropped off most business days between 

9am and 3pm, or on Saturdays between 9a and 12p.  

Masks Required! 
I have been informed about (and witnessed myself) St. Mark and St. George’s members not wearing 

face coverings when visiting the office. The office is not an environment that divinely neutralizes   

virus particles; therefore, especially with the prevalence of the virus in the community at this time, 

anyone visiting the office for any reason must wear a mask for the protection of all present. - PB 
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WE PRAY FOR THE ILL AND CONFINED 

St. Mark Parishioners 

Gary Dozier Evelyn Duncan Maxine Elmore Mike Foppe 

Lila Frerichs Geri Jolley Pam Lovell Dwight Ness 

Linda Ness Kim Palmer Marilyn Robinson Barb Wurdinger 

Family & Friends 

Bill Benton Bea Benton Joyce Breihof 

Susan Carson Christine Brian Collingham 

Tracey & Holland Combs Mary Frances Cornwall Kelly Costello 

Arianna Curnes Andre Davis Ceci Eiland 

Katrina Fenner Jesse Ferris Christine Gass 

Joni Giordano Carrie Gravot Margy Groennert 

Stephanie Groennert TC Groennert Lawrence Hair 

Randy Hayes Jamie House Micki King 

Austin Lickenbrock Pat Likness Dusty Little 

Wyatt Madison Allen & Mary Jane Martens Glenda Martiszus 

Dorothy May Pr. Wayland Middendorf Brian Nelson 

Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt Bob Parman Tim & Missy Partelow 

Doug Pickens Hilda Parnell Jennifer Poulson 

Paul Richards Eileen Robertson Darrell Robinson 

Sarah and family Dave Schaaf Jill Schlueter 

Stefanie Schroeder Dennis & Margie Snep Harrison Wheeler 

Kris Whitley Elisabeth Woodrome Wilma Woolf 

Linda Wrisley Ken Zika  

THANKSGIVINGS AND INTERCESSIONS 

We pray for those who celebrate their birthday this week:  

Patty Bearth (12/13), Pr. Brian (12/15), Sarah Ott (12/16), and Keith Kniepkamp (12/17) 

 

We pray for those who grieve the loss of loved ones: 

The family and friends of Jack Penn (Lucy Montgomery’s son-in-law), who died suddenly on 12/10 


