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Rev. Johann Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg 

throwing off his robes, by Stanley 

Massey Arthurs, ca. 1920 

 
 
 

A Colonial Liturgy in English 
 “An order for the worship of Almighty God among English speaking people in the American 

colonies translated from the liturgy prepared in 1748 by Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, Peter 

Brunnholtz, and John F. Handschuh and faithfully adhering to the three surviving copies of the 

same handwritten by Jacob VanBuskerk in 1763, by Peter Muhlenberg in 1769, and by Jacob 

Goering in 1774.”      *Today’s liturgy has been abridged somewhat due to time constraints. 
 

PRELUDE & WELCOME 

GATHERING HYMN  “God of Our Fathers”     Please STAND 

 God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 

  Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

 Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies: 

  Our grateful songs before your throne arise. 
 

  From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, 

  Make your strong arm our ever sure defense. 

 Your true religion in our hearts increase; 

  Your bounteous goodness nourish us in peace.  
 

 Refresh your people on their toilsome way; 

  Lead us from night to never-ending day. 

 Fill all our lives with heaven-born love and grace 

  Until at last we meet before your face. 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS The hymn ended, the pastor shall go to the altar, turn his face to the 

congregation and say: The Confession of Sins - the congregation shall KNEEL or remain STANDING. 

Beloved in the Lord!  Thus saith the high and holy One who inhabiteth eternity, whose Name is holy:  

I dwell in the high and holy place with him who is contrite in heart, to revive the spirit of the 

humble and the heart of the contrite.  I will not always chide, neither will I keep my anger forever. 

Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the Lord, thy God. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.  Let us, therefore, confess our sins together. 

I, a poor sinner, confess unto God, my heavenly Father, that I have grievously sinned 

against Him in many ways not only by outward and gross sins, but even more by inward 

blindness of heart, unbelief, doubt, despair, impatience, pride, selfishness, lust of the flesh, 
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avarice, envy, hatred and malice, and by other sinful passions which are naked and open 

in Thy sight, O Lord, but which I, alas, cannot fully understand.  I do earnestly repent and 

am heartily sorry for these my sins and with my whole heart implore Thy divine grace 

through Thy dear Son Jesus Christ being resolved with the help of the Holy Spirit to 

amend my sinful life.  Amen. 

Lord God, the Father in heaven:  Have mercy upon us. 

Lord God the Son, Redeemer of the world:  Have mercy upon us. 

Lord God they Holy Ghost:  Have mercy upon us, and grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY    Please STAND 
 

The Lord be with you.  And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us pray…  Almighty God:  We make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep the United States in 

Thy holy protection; that Thou wilt incline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of 

subordination and obedience to government, and entertain a brotherly affection and love for one 

another and for their fellow citizens of the United States at large.  And finally that Thou wilt most 

graciously be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and demean ourselves with that 

charity, humility and pacific temper of mind which were the characteristics of the Divine author of 

our blessed religion, without a humble imitation of Whose example in these things we can never 

hope to be a happy nation.  Grant our supplication, we beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Amen.  (Washington’s Prayer for the United States of America)  

The Prayer of the Day ended, the congregation shall remain STANDING for the Holy Gospel 
 

GOSPEL HYMN    To the tune of “A Mighty Fortress” 

God is our Refuge in Distress,  Our strong Defence and Armour, 

 He’s present, when we’re comfortless,  In storms he is our Harbour; 

Christ is the Con-quer-or,  Ves-ted with sov’reign Power, 

 The Lord both Great and Good,  The only living God, 

Gains us the Field of Battle. 
 

THE GOSPEL:  Mark 6:1-13     

Let us devoutly listen to the reading of the Holy Gospel written in the sixth chapter of St. Mark, 

beginning at the first verse. 

1[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 2On the sabbath he began to teach 

in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, "Where did this man get all 

this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his 

hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and 

Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. 4Then Jesus said to 

them, "Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in 

their own house." 5And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few 
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sick people and cured them. 6And he was amazed at their unbelief. 

Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the twelve and began to send them 

out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He ordered them to take 

nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9but to wear 

sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to them, "Wherever you enter a house, stay there 

until you leave the place. 11If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as 

you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them." 12So they went 

out and proclaimed that all should repent. 13They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil 

many who were sick and cured them. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES CREED   Tune: Ode to Joy, L. Von Beethoven 
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Following the Creed, the assembly may be SEATED. 

SERMON  The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Ordinarily, the sermon shall be limited to three-quarters of an hour, or at most, one hour. 

Following the sermon, the assembly STANDS to proclaim the word of God in song. 

SERMON HYMN “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”  ELW # 888 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH The names of those for whom we pray may be found on the back page. To 

add someone to the prayers, please contact the church office. 

The response to “Lord, in Thy mercy,” is “Hear our prayer…” 
 

Following the Prayers, you may be seated for a few moments 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   Please STAND 

Assistant: Jesus, Bread of life, Thou hast set this table with Thy very self, and called us to the 

feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to 

be what we receive here, Thy body for the life of the world. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Almighty God, Creator of the universe, Ruler of all nations, Judge of all flesh, Thou hast placed us, 

Thy people, in this land made rich with rivers, forests, mountains, and creatures great and small. 

Here, Thou set before the founders and pioneers of this nation an opportunity beyond measure to 

build a realm of justice, peace, and freedom.  Here Thou dost continue to call Thy people, freed 

from the law and baptized into Christ Jesus, to be a sign of Thy reign in all the world.  

 For such a place, such a vision and such a calling we give thanks, praying we may ever join 

afresh the dreams Thou hast set before us as we join with Thy people in every land on earth and 

with all the company of heaven in Thy unceasing praise: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (spoken) “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty”  ELW # 413 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     traditional 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 
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 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come to the banquet! 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  Please SIT 

Communion will be distributed around the altar rail using wafers and individual cups of wine. 

Please come forward as you are directed by the ushers. After taking and consuming the wafer 

and wine, you may rise and deposit the cup in the basket by the front pew before returning to 

your seat.  If you prefer, you may elect to receive pre-packaged communion elements that you 

can take with you to consume in your seat or after worship. Please indicate this choice to the 

pastor when you come to the rail. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“Before You, Lord, We Bow”     ELW 893 
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“O Zion, Haste” ELW 668 

 

 

 

TABLE BLESSING  after the distribution  Please STAND 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Assistant: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from Thy table more than we could ever ask. 

As Thou hast nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with Thy own life. 

In Thy name we pray. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

The blessing of God – Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit - who provides for us, feeds us, and 

journeys with us, be upon thee now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN   “My Country ‘Tis of Thee”        

My country, ‘tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty, Of thee I sing:   

 Land where my fathers died, Land of the pilgrims’ pride,  

From ev’ry mountainside Let freedom ring. 
 

 My native country, thee, Land of the noble free, Thy name I love; 

 I love thy rocks and rills, Thy woods and templed hills; 

My heart with rapture thrills Like that above. 

Our father’s God, to thee, Author of liberty, To thee we sing: 

 Long may our land be bright With freedom’s holy light 

Protect us by thy might, Great God, our king. 
 

DISMISSAL     

Go forth in peace. Thou art the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison  

+ Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

+ Ushers: Nancy Guenther & Jason Martens   

+ Organist: Evelyn Duncan 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 

Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New 

Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. Songs and hymns reprinted from 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Used by permission, CCLI #11179424. 

Songs and hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-729176. 

 

 

There is evidence that Lutheran services were held in English in Philadelphia as early as 1701, in Albany, N.Y., by 

1725, and in New York City before 1750, the year Henry Melchior Muhlenberg served Trinity Church, and conducted 

services every Sunday in Dutch, German and English. It appears that he translated most of the 1748 Liturgy, but also 

used, on occasion, items from the Book of Common Prayer of the Church of England (the American BCP dates from 

1789). It is also likely that items such as the Litany, he translated from the Marburg Hymnal (the most popular hymnal 

among German colonists—Christopher Sauer in Germantown, Pa., printed five editions between 1757 and 1777). All 

of these sources have been used in the preparation of this service. The manuscript copies of the 1748 liturgy are quite 

vague as to rubrics, largely because the service had to be adaptable to widely varying conditions. Those rubrics 

included are designed to make the service usable in an ordinary church setting, some were provided, others are 

inferred. This service is the work of the Adult Forum of Trinity Church, Germantown, which under the inspiration of its 

pastor, Dr. Edward Traill Horn, III, researched, developed and conducted this historic liturgy. 



 9 

News & Notes 
 

Worship start time remains at 9:15AM, and services are live-streamed to our YouTube channel 

and shared to our Facebook page. 

New Masking Guidelines 

In keeping with the guidelines of the CDC, the state of Illinois, and the practice of some of our sister 

congregations, masks/face coverings in worship are optional for attendees who are fully 

vaccinated. Those who are not fully vaccinated should continue to wear a mask; those who 

remain at high-risk, and/or any folks who simply feel safer wearing a mask are strongly encouraged 

to continue doing so. 
 

Employment Opportunities 

Two paid positions are now available with St. George’s: a janitorial position (sexton) and Sunday 

School Coordinator. For additional information or to apply, please contact Henry in the church 

office, 618-233-6320. 

From the Health and Wellness Ministry:  

The AED machine has been updated and is located in the narthex. Two more AED machines have 

been ordered and will be placed in the parish hall and the Sunday School/office building. We also 

have a substantial inventory of durable medical equipment (DME) should anyone need temporary 

use of a walker, wheelchair, cane, or other device. We will resume blood pressure screenings on 

July 11 after worship service in the parish hall.  
 

The Emergency Response Team has resumed meetings and will be developing an emergency 

preparedness plan to be shared with the congregation in the near future. We are looking for 

volunteers to become emergency responders. Emergency responders will be asked to complete a 

course in CPR/AED use and first aid. The course will be open to all members of the 

congregation, whether or not you are interested in becoming an emergency responder. If you are 

interested in learning more about becoming an emergency responder, please let Nurse Becky or Kim 

Ott (618) 530-1186) know. 

Indoor Post-Worship Fellowship begins Today! 

We begin offering fellowship hour with coffee and snacks in the Parish Hall this morning after 

worship. Attendees are welcome to participate to their comfort level. Masks are optional for any who 

are fully vaccinated against COVID-19. 

**Per the CDC, gathering in the Parish Hall is as safe as any activity for fully-vaccinated people. 

For those not fully vaccinated or who may have other health concerns, please use your best judgment 

about participating in this or any indoor group activity. 

Belleville Summer Sack Lunch Program – We are still accepting volunteers to help provide lunches 

for low-income children this summer! 
 

We are currently collecting individual size bags of Cheez-its, chips, etc., individually wrapped store-

bought cookies, and fruit juice pouches, i.e. Capri Sun, for the lunches.  Donations may be dropped 

off at the church on Sunday mornings or contact Sherri Foppe or Ann Martens for pick up. 
 

To volunteer or for more information, please contact Sherri Foppe at 618 791-6148 or 

cookinsherri2@gmail.com OR Ann Martens at 618 235-7762 or ga72mart@charter.net 

mailto:ga72mart@charter.net
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Offerings Report 
 

June 27:  General Fund Offering: $3,620* *Online Offerings Received by 7/2 

 
Nurse Becky’s Contact Information 

Our Parish Nurse, Becky Schnitzius, is available for consultation by phone or email,  

and would love to chat with you! Email: rschnitzius54@aol.com, Cell phone: 618-531-6003   

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

We pray for those in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVINGS AND INTERCESSIONS 

We pray for those who celebrate their birthday this week:  

Aurora McKenzie (7/4), Corbin Monfre (7/5), Mary Boxdorfer (7/6), and Abram Bearth (7/10) 

 

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 
105 East “D” Street, Belleville, IL 62221  Phone: 618.233.9809 

 Office Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org Website: www.stmarkbelleville.org 

Pastor Brian: cell phone: 314-363-6784 Email: pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 
  

St. Mark Parishioners  Family and Friends 
Cindy Collingham  

Gary Dozier  

Evelyn Duncan  

Maxine Elmore  

Mike Foppe  

Lila Frerichs 

Gayle Hinkle 

June Isselhardt 

Pam Lovell  

Dwight Ness  

Linda Ness  

Kim Palmer  

Marilyn Robinson  

Mary Skifton 

Barb Wurdinger 
 

 Bill Benton 

Susan Carson 

Christine 

Brian Collingham 

Andre Davis 

Catherine Davis 

Chuck Farley 

Katrina Fenner 

Jesse Ferris 

Anna Gabriel 

Christine Gass 

Joni Giordano 

David Graber 

Carrie Gravot 

Margy Groennert 

Stephanie Groennert 

TC Groennert 

Lawrence & Teo Hair 

Randy Hayes 

Jennifer 

Jamie House 

Donna Koudelka 

Austin Lickenbrock 

Pat Likness 

Dusty Little 

Wyatt Madison 

Glenda Martiszus 

Dorothy May 

Pr. Wayland Middendorf 

Allen & Mary Jane Martens 

Brian Nelson 

Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt 

Dean Norrenberns 

Bob Parman 

Tim & Missy Partelow 

Hilda Parnell 

Larry Powers 

Eileen Robertson 

Darrell Robinson 

Sarah and Family 

Dave Schaaf 

Jill Schlueter 

Stefanie Schroeder 

Renee Scott 

Margie Snep 

Harrison Wheeler 

Kris Whitley 

Elisabeth Woodrome 

Wilma Woolf 

Linda Wrisley 

Ken Zika 

mailto:office@stmarkbelleville.org
http://www.stmarkbelleville.org/
mailto:pastor@stmarkbelleville.org

