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ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A congregation of the 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
Welcomes You to 

 

A SERVICE OF CELEBRATION 
FOR THE 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

OF PASTOR BRIAN ROBISON 
 
 
 
 

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 
105 East “D” Street, Belleville, IL 62221  Phone: 618.233.9809 

 Office Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org Website: www.stmarkbelleville.org 

Pastor Brian: cell phone: 314-363-6784 Email: pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 
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August 8, 2021  + Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and whoever eats this 

bread has eternal life now and will be raised on the last day. In Ephesians Paul tells us what 

this life Jesus gives us looks like, this life we live as those marked with the seal of the Holy 

Spirit in baptism. We live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us. The whole 

purpose of life is giving yourself for the other 

Hymns and prayers may be found in the large red hymnal (ELW). 

Large print copies of today’s hymns are available from the ushers. 

PRELUDE  “Praise to the Lord, Almighty” St. Mark Bell Choir  

Gathering 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  The assembly STANDS.   

Blessed be the one God: Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit - the God of manna, the 

God of miracles, the God of mercy. Amen. 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God's abundance, let us confess our sin… 

Please KNEEL or remain STANDING 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 

and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 

repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, 

and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness 

of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 

+Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 

through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 

The assembly STANDS and faces the cross as it enters. You may bow as it passes, honoring 

the mystery of our salvation. 

 

GATHERING HYMN  “As We Gather at Your Table” ELW 522 



2 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   ELW 147 

In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole word, for the well-being of the church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory to God in the Highest” ELW 148 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Let us pray… Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be 

the true bread that gives life to the world. Give us this bread always, that he may 

live in us and we in him, and that, strengthened by this food, we may live as his 

body in the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Following the prayer, please SIT 

WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  1 Kings 19:4-8 
4[Elijah] went a day's journey into the wilderness and came and sat down under 

a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: "It is enough; now, O LORD, 
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take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors." 5Then he lay down 

under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said 

to him, "Get up and eat." 6He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on 

hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and lay down again. 7The angel 

of the LORD came a second time, touched him, and said, "Get up and eat, 

otherwise the journey will be too much for you." 8He got up, and ate and drank; 

then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the 

mount of God. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM:  Psalm 121  sung responsively between leader and congregation 

 
1I will bless the LORD | at all times; 

 the praise of God shall ever be | in my mouth. 
2I will glory | in the LORD; 

 let the lowly hear | and rejoice. 
3Proclaim with me the greatness | of the LORD; 

 let us exalt God's | name together. 
4I sought the LORD, who | answered me 

 and delivered me from | all my terrors.  
5Look upon the LORD | and be radiant, 

 and let not your faces | be ashamed. 
6I called in my affliction, and | the LORD heard me 

 and saved me from | all my troubles. 
7The angel of the LORD encamps around those who | fear the LORD 

 and de- | livers them. 
8Taste and see that the | LORD is good; 

 happy are they who take ref- | uge in God!   
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NEW TESTAMENT READING:  Ephesians 4:25—5:2 
25So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, 

for we are members of one another. 26Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun 

go down on your anger, 27and do not make room for the devil. 28Thieves must 

give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with their own hands, 

so as to have something to share with the needy. 29Let no evil talk come out of 

your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that 

your words may give grace to those who hear. 30And do not grieve the Holy 

Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of 

redemption. 31Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and 

wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 32and be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 
5:1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2and live in love, as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

ALLELUIA VERSE  The assembly STANDS to welcome the gospel.   

 

GOSPEL: John 6:35, 41-51  Please STAND 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 

35Jesus said to [the crowd,] "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never 

be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty." 
41Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, "I am the bread that 

came down from heaven." 42They were saying, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, 
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whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'I have come down from 

heaven'?" 43Jesus answered them, "Do not complain among yourselves. 44No one 

can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that 

person up on the last day. 45It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught 

by God.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. 46Not 

that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the 

Father. 
47"Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48I am the bread of life. 
49Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50This is the bread 

that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51I am the 

living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live 

forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh." 

The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON Please SIT The Rev. Dr. S. John Roth

   Bishop of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod 

Please STAND 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Lord, You Give the Great Commission”  ELW 579 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He 

descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  The names of those for whom we pray can be 

found in the back of this bulletin.  The response to “Hear us, O God,” is “Your mercy is 

great.” 

Following the Prayers, you may be seated for a few moments. 

MEAL 

OFFERINGS   “Be Thou My Vision” Charlie Duncan, Trumpet  
Should you wish to leave an offering today, it may be placed in the wooden box on the table 

near the baptismal font at any point during or after the service. 

As the offerings are brought forward, the assembly STANDS.           

OFFERING PRAYER  Please STAND 

Assistant: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and 

called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us and 

strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for 

the life of the world. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  spoken 

The Lord be with you.     And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.     We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name, and join their 

unending hymn… 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  spoken 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest! 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER   traditional 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come to the banquet! 

LAMB OF GOD spoken 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Grant us peace. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  Please SIT  
Communion with wafers and individual cups of wine will be distributed around the altar rail. 

Please come forward as you are directed by the ushers. After taking and consuming the wafer 

and wine, you may rise and deposit the cup in the basket by the front pew before returning to 

your seat. If you prefer, you may elect to receive pre-packaged communion elements that 

you can take with you to consume in your seat or after worship. Please indicate this choice 

to the pastor when you come to the rail. 

SONGS DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 

 “Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal” ELW 464 

 “O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts” ELW 658 

 “Take My Life, That I May Be” ELW 685 

Following the distribution, the assembly STANDS for the blessing. 

TABLE BLESSING 

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  Amen. 
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  “Now Lord” ELW 201 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Bishop: We give you thanks, Almighty and gracious God, that you have fed us 

with heavenly food, the body and blood of your Son, uniting us through Him in 

the communion of the Holy Spirit. We thank you for raising up among us 

faithful servants for the ministry of word and sacrament, especially for Pastor 

Robison, and we pray that he may continue to exemplify the gospel in word and 

deed.  Grant that we, with Pastor Brian, may joyfully serve you all our days and 

finally rejoice in your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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BLESSING The Rev. Dr. S. John Roth 

The blessing of God – Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit - who provides for us, feeds 

us, and journeys with us, be upon you now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  “Lift High the Cross”  ELW 660 

DISMISSAL     

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE “Sinfonia from Cantata #29” J.S. Bach 

 

 
MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

Presider: The Rev. Brian M. Robison + Preacher: The Rev. Dr. S. John Roth 

Assisting Minister: Greg Martens + Cantor:  Greg Guenther 

Lectors: Kathy Rothgangel & The Rev. Robert Eaton 

Acolyte: Danielle Tribout  +  Ushers: Rex Rothgangel & Jason Martens 

Organist: Evelyn Duncan  + Bell Choir Director: John Andersen 

Coffee Hour: Team 6 

 

 

 

ST. MARK STAFF 
Pastor: The Rev. Brian Robison      

 Organist:  Evelyn Duncan     
Choir Director: Charlie Duncan  Bell Choir Director: John Andersen 

Administrative Assistant:  Randi Cardoza    Parish Nurse: Becky Schnitzius 

 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture 

quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Songs and hymns reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Used by permission, CCLI #11179424. Songs 

and hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-729176. 
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Mark Times News & Notes 
Worship start time remains at 9:15AM, and services are live-streamed to our 
YouTube channel and shared to our Facebook page. 

Current MASKING GUIDELINES 

With the alarming resurgence of COVID cases in our area due to the Delta variant 
and the particular risk to unvaccinated people (including children under 
12), masks/face coverings are once again REQUIRED during worship for all 
attendees regardless of vaccination status, in concert with guidelines from the CDC, 
IDPH, & St. Clair Co Health. Those who are immuno-compromised or 
otherwise high-risk should consider avoiding indoor activities altogether (including 
worship) until this surge passes. 

Petting Zoo, Pony Rides, and More on August 13! 
THIS Friday, August 13 from 6:00-8:00PM, St. Mark children and 
families are invited to share in the celebration of St. George’s Sunday 
School Open House by enjoying a petting zoo, pony rides, corn 
dogs, and White Cottage ice cream in and around the circular 
driveway/upper parking lot. An attendance count is appreciated, so please RSVP to 
Henry (618-233-6320/stgeorgeoffice@sbcglobal.net). 

The next Blood Pressure Screening is today, Sunday, August 8, following worship 

Belleville Summer Sack Lunch Program  
It is hard to believe that we are more than half-way through this year's program!  
Thank you to everyone who donated food and drinks.  Thank you to the member 
who submitted the program to Thrivent Cares Action Teams for $250!  This money 
will be used to purchase food and drinks for the remaining weeks.   

NEEDED: Two (2) additional volunteers to help pack 125 lunches at Westview 
Baptist on Wednesday evening, August 11, from 5 pm to 5:45pm. To volunteer 
please contact Sherri Foppe at 618 791-6148 or cookinsherri2@gmail.com OR Ann 
Martens at 618 235-7762 or ga72mart@charter.net  
We continue to be pandemic cautious so everyone packing lunches must wear a 
mask and gloves. 

The Memorial Hospital Auxiliary Book Bazaar will be held this year on 
Wednesday, August 11 (9AM to 7PM), Thursday, August 12 (9AM to 7PM) and 
Friday, August 13 (9AM to 2PM at the Belle-Clair Fairgrounds. All proceeds go to 
Memorial Hospital. This promises to be the biggest book bazaar ever! 

mailto:ga72mart@charter.net
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School Supply Collection through August 15! 
It won’t be long before it will be time for school to start. The Evangelism 
committee is holding its annual Franklin Student School Supply 
Collection again this year, in conjunction with our friends from St. 
George’s. We have been in contact with the school staff and they report 
supplies are getting low. We won’t try to fill backpacks, but any school 
supplies you want to donate are appreciated. Don’t forget the newest needs: paper 
towels, hand sanitizers, and sanitizing wipes. The usual items are always needed: 
crayons, markers, scissors, notebooks, pens, computer paper, pencils, erasers, and 
backpacks. Any and all donations are welcome! A collection box will be in the 
narthex/Welcome Area from July 11 through August 15. Let’s give the students a 
great start to the 2021-22 school year!   - Ann Martens 

Church Picnic on August 22! 
We are excited to announce the return of our church picnic on Sunday, August 22 
from 12:00 noon until 4:00 pm! This year’s event will be held at Melvin Price Park 
(1500 Caseyville Avenue) in Swansea. Once again the event will be picnic style, 
so bring lunch enough for you and your family, and we will provide dessert and 
lemonade. Also bring games to share! 

Attention All St. Mark Ringers and Singers!   
With the easing of covid restrictions, we are happy to announce that choirs will start 
rehearsing on August 26.  Bell choir will meet at 6:30 PM and voice choir at 7:30 
PM.  After our long break, this would be a perfect time for anyone new to join 
us.  If you have any questions contact John Andersen, director of the bell choir or 
Charlie Duncan, director of the voice choir.  See you soon! 

Coffee Hour! 
Fellowship hour with coffee and snacks in the Parish Hall after worship has resumed. 
Due to the Delta variant surge, masks are required except when actively eating and 
drinking. 

Offerings Report for August 1 
General Fund Offering:   $2,525* * Offerings Received by 8/6 

Nurse Becky’s Contact Information 
Our Parish Nurse, Becky Schnitzius, is available for consultation by phone 
or email, and would love to chat with you! Email: rschnitzius54@aol.com, 
Cell phone: 618-531-6003. 

 



13 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 
We pray for those in need. 

St. Mark Parishioners 

Cindy Collingham  Evelyn Duncan  Gary Dozier  Lila Frerichs Mike Foppe  

Gayle Hinkle Pam Lovell  June Isselhardt Dwight Ness  Linda Ness  

Kim Palmer  Mary Skifton Marilyn Robinson  Barb Wurdinger   

 

Family and Friends 

Dennis Althardt Bill Benton Susan Carson 

Christine Brian Collingham Andre Davis 

Catherine Davis Brian Dinges Chuck Farley 

Katrina Fenner Jesse Ferris Anna Gabriel 

Christine Gass Joni Giordano David Graber 

Carrie Gravot Margy Groennert Stephanie Groennert 

TC Groennert Lawrence & Teo Hair Randy Hayes 

Jennifer Jamie House Donna Koudelka 

Austin Lickenbrock Pat Likness Dusty Little 

Wyatt Madison Wally Martin Glenda Martiszus  

Dorothy May Pr. Wayland Middendorf Allen & Mary Jane Martens 

Brian Nelson Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt Dean Norrenberns 

Bob Parman Tim & Missy Partelow Hilda Parnell 

Debbie & Larry Powers Minnie Powers Eileen Robertson 

Darrell Robinson Sarah and Family Dave Schaaf 

Jill Schlueter Stefanie Schroeder Renee Scott 

Margie Snep Harrison Wheeler Kris Whitley 

Elisabeth Woodrome Wilma Woolf Linda Wrisley 

Ken Zika     

 

THANKSGIVINGS AND INTERCESSIONS 

We pray for those who celebrate their birthday this week: 

Eric Kniepkamp (8/8), Nicole Parker (8/10), and Vivienne Bearth (8/11) 

We pray for those who celebrate their wedding anniversary this week: 

Tom & Tina Partelow (8/11) 
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Highlights of Pastor Brian’s 10 Years With St. Mark 

2011:  In August of 2011, St. Mark installed The Rev. Brian Robison as its pastor. The 

“new guy” started right away implementing “new things”: Blessing of the Tools on Labor 

Day, All Seasons Liturgy service, Blue Christmas service, and Blue Bag children’s sermons.  

2012:  When 2012 rolled around more new things 

appeared. Youth were sent to the National Gathering 

in New Orleans as TURTLEs. Wednesday evening 

gathering became “Feast of Friends” with holy 

communion as part of a shared meal, and Children’s 

Chapel began. Shine Service, more contemporary in 

setting, offered another opportunity for worship. We 

had a Pentecost BBQ, and Star Trek enthusiasts 

explored scripture together.  

2013 & 2014: Pastor Brian continued to lead St. Mark with anticipation of growth. A 

new music director and new parish nurse were hired. FROGS began for our younger youth, 

and a new ministry, Fiber Arts, began. All the while, Pastor Brian continued our relationship 

with St. George’s and St. Luke’s. Joint services, combined ministries, study sessions with our 

brothers and sisters in Christ, were an integral part of St. Mark. He also held services at the 

Shrine, was a board member of Lutheran Campus Ministry, and managed to be in several 

ecumenical activities. And growing attendance at Sunday worship was uplifting for everyone.   

2015: In 2015, we set the third highest attendance record 

Pastor Brian has ever presided over at St. Mark. Of course, 

that’s when Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton presented at the 

Schaaf Lecture Series and preached on the following Sunday. 

How many pastors have secured the Presiding Bishop to preach 

at their congregation? Not many. Pastor Brian did! A new 

administrative assistant and organist were hired. And the 

TURTLES participated in a mission trip to Detroit. 

2016 and 2017 were big anniversary years. The 40th 

anniversary for St. Mark was a cause for celebration. The 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation included a Prayer Service at the St. Louis Basilica. So much for which we were 

thankful! There were also more challenging duties for Pastor Brian. Several funerals for long 

standing members, and a drop in attendance and finances were cause for concern for 

everyone. 

GOD WORKS IN MYSTERIOUS WAYS. 



15 

 

2018: In June, Pastor Brian escorted our youth to Houston for 

the ELCA Youth Gathering. In August 2018, a total of 113 

transfers from Peace Lutheran Church, were received, along with 

all the congregational belongings they could carry. Pastor Brian 

orchestrated the smooth joining of these two groups. Former Peace 

members quickly became a part of worship, ministry, and 

fellowship at St. Mark. Such blessings!  

2019: We were thankful. We were busy. We hired a new parish nurse and began searching 

for a new director of choirs. We were growing in mission and ministry. Led by Pastor Brian, 

we were once again an active and growing congregation. And then… 

No one has to be reminded of what 2020 was like. For a pastor, the real challenge       

became ministering to people when you cannot be with them. Services became virtual. 

Communion required prepackaged elements. Zoom took on a whole new meaning. Services, 

hospital visits, counseling, funerals, Bible studies, everything had to be done differently. 

More work. Different work. God’s work. 

And today, in 2021, we thank God for this work, and for this pastor He provides to 

shepherd us through yet another year. Thank you also to Pastor Brian for all that he does at 

St. Mark to keep us on the path. 

 


