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WELCOME 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  Please STAND 

Blessed be the one God: Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit – whose teaching is life, whose 

presence is true, and whose love is endless. Amen. 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart… 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 

compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we 

have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of +Jesus Christ, your sins 

are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 

may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN  “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” ELW 519 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Let us pray… Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and 

death into life. Open us to the power of your presence and make us a people ready to 

proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. 

Amen.   

Following the prayer, please SIT 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a 
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

 "Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God. 

 He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 

 He will come and save you." 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

 and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37  Please STAND 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want 

anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25but a woman whose little 

daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down 

at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to 

cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, "Let the children be fed first, for it is 

not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs." 28But she answered him, "Sir, 

even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs." 29Then he said to her, "For saying 

that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter." 30So she went home, found the child 

lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of 

Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an 

impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside 

in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched 

his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, "Ephphatha," that is, 

"Be opened." 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he 

spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the 

more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, "He has 

done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak." 

The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON  Please SIT The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Please STAND “Lord of All Nations”  ELW 716 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He 

descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     The names of those for whom we pray can be found in the 

Mark Times newsletter.  The response to “Lord, in your mercy,” is “Hear our prayer.” 

Following the Prayers, you may be seated for a few moments 

Should you wish to leave an offering today, it may be placed in the wooden box on the table near the 

baptismal font at any point during or after the service. 

OFFERING PRAYER   Please STAND 

Assistant: Let us pray… God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert 

and manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them 

with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest! 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   traditional 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All who hunger and thirst, come forth. The table is ready. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Grant us peace. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  Please SIT 

Communion with wafers and individual cups of wine will be distributed in continuous fashion. Please 

come forward as you are directed by the ushers. After taking and consuming the wafer, please step to the 

side to receive the wine and then deposit the cup in the basket by the front pew before returning to your 

seat.  If you prefer, you may elect to receive pre-packaged communion elements that you can take with you 

to consume in your seat or after worship. Please indicate this choice to the pastor when you come forward. 

COMMUNION HYMNS “O Bread of Life” ELW 480 
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“We Come to You for Healing” ELW 617 

 
 

 

TABLE BLESSING  after the distribution  Please STAND 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Assistant: Let us pray. Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs 

of our faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing 

witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 

People of God, you are Christ's body, bringing new life to a suffering world. May the one 

God – Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit - bless you now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  “Earth and All Stars”  ELW 731 

 

 

DISMISSAL     

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.  Thanks be to God. 
 

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison + Assisting Minister: Greg Martens 

Lector: Charlie Duncan  +  Ushers: Frank Dressel & Jason Martens  

Organist: Evelyn Duncan  +  Coffee Hour:  Team 1 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised 

Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission. Songs and hymns reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Used by permission, CCLI #11179424. Songs and hymns 

reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-729176. 
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Mark Times News & Notes 

Current Masking Guidelines 
With the resurgence of COVID cases and the particular risk to unvaccinated people (including 

children under 12), masks/face coverings are REQUIRED during worship for all attendees 

regardless of vaccination status, in concert with the mandate issued by the state and 

recommendations from the CDC. Those who are immuno-compromised or otherwise high-

risk should consider avoiding indoor activities altogether (including worship & coffee hour) until 

this surge passes. 

REMEMBER! If you are experiencing any symptoms that are associated with COVID-19 

(stuffiness, runny nose, cough, intestinal distress) – even if you are fully vaccinated – please err 

on the side of caution and stay home. 

Coffee Hour! 
Fellowship hour with coffee and snacks in the Parish Hall after worship has resumed. Due to the 

Delta variant surge, masks are required except when actively eating and drinking.  

August Church Council Report 

The Health and Wellness Ministry led by Kim Ott has accepted responsibility for developing an 

Emergency Response Plan which includes training for Pr. Brian, Assisting Ministers, Ushers and 

other key members of our congregation.  Several meetings have already been held and the plan 

is taking shape. 

    Ann Martens reported for Evangelism & Social Ministry that the Sunday School rooms need 

some furniture removed and a new coat of paint. The August donation will go to the Lutheran 

Campus Ministry and September 12 is “Gods Work. Our Hands” day at church. 

    Treasurer Greg Martens reported that July was a better month than expected. Income for the 

month was up 1.4% while expenses were down 11.3%. 

   The bathroom addition construction is underway; some of the plumbing is in place and the 

concrete for the floor has been poured. 

    The Council approved the appointment of a “Technology Committee” to look into a tablet to 

control the camera we use for live streaming of our services (currently Melanie is using her 

personal tablet), and come to the Council with a recommendation on new computers to replace 

the aging office computers. 

    The biggest discussion at the meeting was the parking lot landscaping: it is showing its age 

and needs to be redone. The Council directed Tom Partelow, Property Chairman, to remove all 

the plants in the two strips that front High and D Streets and cover them with mulch. This will give 

us a blank slate to replant new bushes or whatever is deemed appropriate to enhance the beauty 

of our parking lot. 

    As always, if you have any concerns or suggestions, please talk to a Council member. 
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Franklin Sack Lunches! 

St. Mark will once again be packing and delivering sack lunches this year to some needy 

students at Franklin School for long holiday weekends. You can help by donating food items 

or volunteering to help pack. There are 20 students this year, so prepackaged, individual 

servings of pasta or macaroni and cheese, tuna salad kits, crackers and cheese, fruit cups, 

pudding cups, granola bars or cookies, or chips in quantities of 20 would be greatly appreciated. 

They can be left in the kitchen on Sunday mornings labeled “Franklin lunches” or given to Peggy 

Andersen or Ann Martens.  Packing lunches only takes about an hour on the day before a holiday 

weekend.  See Peggy Andersen (791-0992) to sign up or to ask questions.  Your support is so 

much appreciated by the Franklin children and staff.  Thank you!   

Bell and Voice Choirs Still Accepting New Members!   
Choir rehearsals continue on Thursday evenings: Bell choir meets at 6:30 PM and voice choir at 

7:30 PM.  We’re just getting started, so this is a good time for anyone new to join us.  If you have 

any questions contact John Andersen, director of the bell choir or Charlie Duncan, director of the 

voice choir.  See you soon! 

Coffee Hour! 
Fellowship hour with coffee and snacks in the Parish Hall after worship has resumed. Due to the 

Delta variant surge, masks are required except when actively eating and drinking.  

 

The next Blood Pressure Screening is Sunday, September 12, following worship 

 

Lutheran Campus Ministry Visit 

On Sunday, September 19, we will welcome Pastor Tina Reyes from Lutheran Campus 

Ministry–St. Louis (now known as “LuMin-St. Louis”) to preach and have conversation about the 

goings-on with our local LCM. LuMin has been one of our regularly-supported missions for many 

years. Pastor Tina says that there are a number of supplies that would be helpful for the LuMin 

house and the students: paper towels, scent-free laundry pods; scent-free dryer sheets; hot 

chocolate packets; individual snacks (i.e., chips & popcorn); and plastic containers for 

leftovers. Anything like this you can contribute will be much appreciated! Bring it to the 

narthex/welcome area or the church office and we will send it back with Pastor Tina on Sept. 19! 

Offerings Report for August 29:   
Total Offerings:  $2,992   *Online Offerings Received by 9/3 

 

 

THANKSGIVINGS AND INTERCESSIONS 

We pray for those who celebrate their birthday this week:  

Randi Cardoza (9/7) and Diane Wagner (9/10) 

We pray for those who celebrate their wedding anniversary this week:  

Angela & Bill Bjornstad (9/6), Dwight & Linda Ness (9/7),  

Joe & Kara Monfre (9/10), and Gayle & Randy Hinkle (9/11) 
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PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

We pray for those in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 
105 East “D” Street, Belleville, IL 62221  Phone: 618.233.9809 

 Office Email: office@stmarkbelleville.org Website: www.stmarkbelleville.org 

Pastor Brian: cell phone: 314-363-6784 Email: pastor@stmarkbelleville.org 

St. Mark Parishioners  Family and Friends 
Cindy Collingham  

Gary Dozier  

Evelyn Duncan  

Lila Frerichs 

Gayle Hinkle 

June Isselhardt 

Pam Lovell  

Dwight Ness  

Linda Ness  

Kim Palmer  

Marilyn Robinson  

Mary Skifton 

Barb Wurdinger 
 

 Dennis Althardt 

Bill Benton 

Susan Carson 

Christine 

Brian Collingham 

Andre Davis 

Catherine Davis 

Brian Dinges 

Chuck Farley 

Katrina Fenner 

Jesse Ferris 

Anna Gabriel 

Christine Gass 

Joni Giordano 

David Graber  

Carrie Gravot 

Margy Groennert 

Stephanie Groennert 

TC Groennert 

Lawrence & Teo Hair 

Randy Hayes 

Jennifer 

Jamie House 

Donna Koudelka 

Austin Lickenbrock 

Pat Likness 

Dusty Little 

Wyatt Madison 

Wally Martin 

Glenda Martiszus  

Dorothy May 

Pr. Wayland Middendorf 

Allen & Mary Jane Martens 

Brian Nelson 

Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt 

Dean Norrenberns 

Bob Parman 

Tim & Missy Partelow 

Hilda Parnell 

Debbie & Larry Powers 

Minnie Powers 

Eileen Robertson 

Darrell Robinson 

Sarah and Family 

Dave Schaaf 

Jill Schlueter 

Stefanie Schroeder 

Renee Scott 

Margie Snep 

Harrison Wheeler 

Kris Whitley 

Elisabeth Woodrome 

Wilma Woolf 

Linda Wrisley 

Ken Zika 

mailto:office@stmarkbelleville.org
http://www.stmarkbelleville.org/
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