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ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A congregation of the  

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

welcomes you! 

 

 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

SATURDAY 
“SHINE” CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP: 6:00 PM (1st Saturdays - Chapel) 

 

SUNDAY 
THE DIVINE LITURGY:  9:00AM 

in-person & streaming 

EDUCATION & FELLOWSHIP HOUR: 10:30 AM 
 

 

105 EAST “D” STREET   BELLEVILLE, IL  62220 

PHONE: 618.233.9809 

EMAIL: WORSHIP@STMARKBELLEVILLE.ORG 

WEBSITE: WWW.STMARKBELLEVILLE.ORG 

The Reverend Brian M. Robison, Pastor 
 
 
 

 
 
     

 

 

 

September 4, 
2022 

 

The 13th 
Sunday after  

Pentecost 

Masks/face coverings are RECOMMENDED and ENCOURAGED during worship for all 
attendees regardless of vaccination status. 
 To parents with small children: We are glad your family is worshiping with us today! “Quiet 

Bags” (supplies & activities for use by small children) are available in the Welcome Area.  If you or 
your child need a break from the service, feel free to walk to the Welcome Area/narthex (the service 
is still audible over the speakers). 
    A unisex, accessible restroom is in the Welcome Area/Narthex. The Parish Hall and additional 
restrooms are located on the lower level of the main church building. The stairway is off the entrance 
foyer. An accessibility lift to the lower level is located in the Welcome Area.  An usher will be happy 
to assist you.  
    Assistive listening devices and low vision items are available. Please ask one of our ushers for 
assistance. 

 



 1 

PRELUDE & WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   Please STAND   
Blessed be the one God who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days: Father, + Son, 
and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Dear friends, let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does, as we confess our 
sins together. 

Please KNEEL or remain STANDING 

God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed 
your good creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. 
Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength 
on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven + and you are made whole. God points the way to new 
life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God's abiding love through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN  “Lift High the Cross” ELW 660 
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GREETING & WELCOME 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.    

And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Let us pray... Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our 
works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your 
mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Following the prayer, please SIT. 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING:    Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD 
your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then 
you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you 
are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to 
bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall 
not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and 
earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying 
him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live 
in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 1   spoken responsively by whole verse  
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 
 nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 
2Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, 
 and they meditate on God's teaching | day and night.    
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that | do not wither; everything they | do shall prosper. 
4It is not so | with the wicked; 
 they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 
 nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 
6For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.    



 3 

SECOND READING:     Philemon 1-21 
1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
 To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, 
and to the church in your house: 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your love for all 
the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may become 
effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much 
joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through 
you, my brother. 
 8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I would 
rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become 
during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you 
and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, 
so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I 
preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and 
not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you 
might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
 17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he has 
wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing this 
with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, 
brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of 
your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 

The Word of the Lord.    
 

Thanks be to God. 

ALLELUIA VERSE The assembly STANDS to welcome the gospel.   

 
 
 
 



 4 

GOSPEL:    Luke 14:25-33 

A reading from the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as recorded by the evangelist 
Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, 26"Whoever 
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and 
even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot 
be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate 
the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow began to 
build and was not able to finish.' 31Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will 
not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes 
against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends 
a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple 
if you do not give up all your possessions. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ.  Please SIT. 
 

SERMON The Rev. Brian M. Robison 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Will You Come and Follow Me”  ELW 798 
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APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
He descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION The names of those for whom we pray aloud are listed below. Please read 
only the first names. Other prayer intentions can be found in the Mark Times newsletter.  The response to Merciful 

God, is hear our prayer… 
 

Gary Dozier,  Evelyn Duncan,  Brandi Foppe, Randy Hinkle,  June Isselhardt,  
Bruce Martens,  Dwight Ness,  Linda Ness,  Kim Palmer, Mary Skifton, & Barb Wurdinger 
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MEAL 

PEACE The assembly is invited to share a greeting of God’s peace with one another. Please be respectful to those 
who wish to do so from a distance. Following the Peace, you may be seated for a few moments 

Should you wish to leave an offering today, it may be placed in the wooden box on the table near the baptismal font 
at any point during or after the service. 

OFFERINGS “This Is My Father's World” Arr. By V. Collingsworth 

OFFERING PRAYER    
Assistant: Let us pray together… Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our 
needs. Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in 
need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 

It is indeed right…we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     traditional 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come;  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. Come forth, taste and see. 
 

LAMB OF GOD  

 

 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  Please SIT 

Communion is open to everyone.  In this sacrament, we believe that Christ is truly present in the bread 
and wine.  At this service, communion will be served from around the altar rail. At the usher’s direction, 

please come forward and kneel at the altar rail. 
 After receiving the bread, you may take an individual cup or drink from the chalice.  
 You may return to your seat after communing. 
 Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing. Please cross your arms over 

your chest to indicate this preference. 
 Reception of the Eucharist under one kind (bread or wine) is valid communion for those who must 

avoid either for health reasons. 
 If you are unable to go to the altar for communion, please notify an usher or the pastor, so that 

communion may be brought to you in your pew. 
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“Around You, O Lord Jesus” ELW 468 

 

“Come and Fill Our Hearts” ELW 528 

 

After the distribution is complete, the assembly STANDS for the blessing. 

TABLE BLESSING   
The Body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
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CANTICLE AFTER COMMUNION  “O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” ELW 313 v. 1 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    
Assistant: Let us pray together… God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts 
in this meal with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve 
our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING    
God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace, and guide 
you always in faith, hope, and love – Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit - now and forever Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN “O, God, My Faithful God”  ELW 806 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DISMISSAL      
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 
MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

Presider: The Rev. Brian M. Robison + Assisting Minister: Greg Guenther  
 Crucifer: Rex Rothgangel  +  Lector:  Charlie Duncan  +   Chalice Bearer:  Tom Partelow   

Ushers:  Frank Dressel & Jason Martens  + Trained Responder: Cathie Shurtleff 
Guest Musicians: Peggy Andersen & Evelyn Duncan  
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PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

 
THANKSGIVINGS AND INTERCESSIONS 

We pray for those who celebrate their birthdays this week:   
Randi Cardoza (9/7) and Diane Wagner (9/10) 

 
 

We pray for those who celebrate their wedding anniversary this week: 

Bill & Angela Bjornstad (9/6), Dwight & Linda Ness (9/7), and Joe & Kara Monfre (9/10) 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgements: Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except 
psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Used by permission: 
License #SBL07861. Hymns used by permission, CCLI #11179424. Songs and hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-729176: “Lift High 
the Cross” © 1974 Hope Publishing; “Will You Come and Follow Me Tune: Arr. by John L. Bell; © 1987, WGRG c/o Iona Community, GIA 
Publications, Inc., agent Text: John L. Bell and Graham Maule, © 1987, WGRG c/o Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent ; “Around 
You Lord Jesus” Text: © 1978, Augsburg Fortress; “Come and Fill Our Hearts” © 1982, 1991, 2011, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, 
Inc., agent; “O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

St. Mark Members Family and Friends 
Gary Dozier  
Evelyn Duncan  
Brandi Foppe 
Randy Hinkle 
June Isselhardt 
Dwight Ness  
Linda Ness  
Kim Palmer  
Mary Skifton 
Barb Wurdinger 

Dennis Althardt 
Dennis Beshears 
Angie Bjornstad 
Phyllis Booker 
Susan Carson 
Dorothy Cheek 
Christine 
Andre Davis 
Catherine Davis 
Brian Dinges 
Mike Ellison 
Chuck Farley 
Katrina Fenner 
Anna Gabriel 
Christine Gass 
Joni Giordano 
David Graber   
Carrie Gravot   
Margy Groennert  

Stephanie Groennert 
TC Groennert  
Randy Hayes 
Jamie House 
Jerry Howard 
Donna Koudelka 
Austin Lickenbrock 
Dusty Little  
Wyatt Madison  
Wally Martin 
Glenda Martiszus  
Dorothy May 
Allen & Mary Jane Martens 
Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt 
Dean Norrenberns    
Theresa Painter  
Hilda Parnell   
Tim & Missy Partelow  
Debbie & Larry Powers 

Darrell Robinson 
Sarah and Family 
Dave Schaaf 
Jill Schlueter 
Stefanie Schroeder 
David & Donna Sims 
Margie Snep 
Ingrid Thompson 
Harrison Wheeler 
Kris Whitley 
Elisabeth Woodrome 
Karen Woolf 
Wilma Woolf 
Ken Zika 
Chloe Zipperer 
Kevin Zopp 



MARK TIMES NEWS & NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER 4, 2022 
 

Franklin School Lunch Packing! 
St. Mark will once again pack and deliver sack lunches this year to 20 needy students at Franklin 
School for long holiday weekends. Our food shelves are stocked full at the moment, but you can 
help by volunteering to help pack. Packing lunches only takes about an hour on the last school 
day before the following holidays: Labor Day, Columbus Day, election day, Veteran's Day, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Martin Luther King Day, Presidents' Day, Spring Break and possibly 
Memorial Day weekend. Contact Peggy Andersen (791-0992) to sign up or to ask questions. Your 
support is so much appreciated by the Franklin children and staff and our Evangelism & Social 
Ministry committee.  Thank you! 
 

Guest Speakers Wanted! 
With the Christian Education season warming up and Pastor Brian involved in teaching Confirmation 
classes through the end of October, we are offering Adult Forum class hours to anyone in the 
congregation with a pertinent interest or skill or knowledge to share for the good of our people. 
We have nine open dates we’d like to fill! Please let Pastor Brian know if you are interested in 
leading a class, or if you have an idea but aren’t sure its applicable.   
 

Homebound Transportation 
Several of our “homebound” members are only such because they do not have transportation to 

church. We are gauging the interest of congregation members who may be willing to transport one 
“homebound” member to and from church just once a month.  This is not a huge commitment 
but would truly mean so much to those who have missed being in church in-person. Please contact 
Pastor Brian if you would like more information on which to base a decision. 
 

Food Pantry Needs 
With so many more people in need these days, the shelves of our food pantry are looking bare. While 
we have plenty of corn and green beans, we particularly need soups, canned meats, stews, and 
canned pasta. Also, very helpful would be personal care items such as toothpaste and tooth 
brushes, deodorant, bath soap, and feminine hygiene products. Food donations can be dropped 
off during normal business hours (M-F, 9A-3P) or in the narthex/Welcome Area on Sunday mornings. 

 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday 
The ELCA’s annual day of service this year is NEXT Sunday, September 11. We 
will have three projects for our members to help with: moving theological books from 
the Brendel’s home to prepare them for shipment to missionaries overseas; trash 
pick-up around the church’s neighborhood; creating artistic placemats and greeting 
cards for the homebound and nursing home residents. 

 

Church Picnic September 18 
To hopefully “beat the heat,” we’re trying a later date for this year’s church picnic. It will be Sunday, 
September 18 from noon to 4pm at Schranz Memorial Park in Swansea. Format will be as in years 
past: bring food enough for you and your family, and a game to share. More info to come! 



Meals on Wheels Needs Volunteers! 
The Meals on Wheels program delivers essential nutritious meals to 
seniors in our area, and operates a few of days a week out of our Parish 
Hall. They are in need of volunteer drivers, especially on Mondays. The 
time commitment is usually 90 minutes to two hours, depending on the 
route. If you are interested, please contact Theresa at Senior Services 
at 618-801-8898 or tcollins@seniorservicesplus.org. 

 

There is no Confirmation Class today, September 4 
 

40th Anniversary Celebration – a “Ruby Jubilee!” 
A joint committee from St. Mark and St. George’s is hard at work planning a celebration in honor of 

our 40 years of partnership in ministry this year! Mark your calendars for our “Ruby Jubilee” on 
Saturday, November 5. We will worship together in the late morning before sharing a meal, 
conversation, and memories at Bella Milano in Shiloh. Both bishops have accepted invitations to be 
present, and there may be a few other surprise appearances as well! We give thanks for these four 
decades of friendship and partnership and look forward to rejoicing together! 
 

Field Trip to the Concordia Historical Institute Museum 
On Monday, October 10 (Columbus Day), all interested St. Mark members are welcome to join the 
confirmation class on a field trip to visit the Concordia Historical Institute museum at the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) International Center in Kirkwood, MO. While the museum naturally 
focuses on the development and growth of the LCMS, we in the ELCA – and at St. Mark, in particular 
- share much of the same history for most of the 500 years since the Reformation. You can even 
stand before a reproduction of the Castle Church doors on which Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses! 
The museum tour should last around 90 minutes at most, and we hope to gather for a meal together 
before or after the tour. Watch for more info coming soon! 
 

Seminarian Brian Moeller Update 
This past Sunday, Brian Moeller of our congregation concluded his year-long pastoral 
internship at Faith Lutheran Church in O’Fallon. This was his final year of seminary 
studies, and now he can begin the process of interviewing with open congregations as 
he seeks a pastoral call. You might see him around St. Mark for a few Sundays; be 
sure to say hello and wish him well! 
 

Care Packages 
The Health and Wellness Ministry will be collecting items for care packages to be sent to Lisa Reyes 
and Dave Schaaf.  Lisa lives in a group home in Missouri. She likes teas, lotions, jelly beans, nail 
polish, yarn, and grooming items. Dave lives in Oklahoma. He would enjoy Cardinals gear, joke 
books, and photos of old friends. We will have a basket available to place items into in the 
narthex through Sunday, September 18.  Pastor will deliver the items to Lisa, and the care 
package will be shipped to Dave.  Thank you for thinking of these friends of St. Mark! 
 

Offerings Report for August 28: General Fund: $4,195 (includes online offerings rec’d by 9/2)  

 

mailto:tcollins@seniorservicesplus.org


May the Pipes Ring Forth! 

 “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth.” Psalm 100:1 NRSV 

In the spring of 2021, it was discovered the chapel organ, after having a variety of minor problems 
over the years, had a major problem: the plastic parts behind the stop knobs on the console had 
disintegrated (The stops are what the organist pulls out to get different sounds). If these don’t work, 
the organ cannot produce sound; it’s kind of like not being able to change gears in a stick shift.  

A Chapel Organ Fund has therefore been established to repair this beautiful instrument, and we 
welcome any and all donations to this effort.  

Prior to its deterioration, Evelyn Duncan and I used the organ quite often. We would be blessed to 
use it again in the future. If we were to get it repaired,  

o we could use the organ at St. Mark’s Maundy Thursday service 

o it could be used for small weddings and funerals 

o Evelyn and I would be able to warm-up on Sunday mornings. In the past, we would 
practice on the chapel organ before our services…. before the chapel organ gave up 

the ghost (or spirit).  

o we could also use it to warm-up the choirs on Sundays. Many of the anthems are not 
accompanied by piano and to be able to warm-up with the organ would be very helpful.  

We consulted with two different organ builders: the Wicks Company, who installed the original organ, 
and Buzard Organ Builders, who built the organ in the church. The Buzard organ builders presented 
the lower bid for doing the work. The cost of the work was quoted as $39,450 in the fall of 2021. This 
would entail cleaning and putting a new music rack on our present console, getting new keyboards, 
new draw knobs, and a new solid-state system that would connect with the pipes we have now. This 
includes all materials and labor, and all costs except mileage, lodging and per diem costs for our crew 
during removal and reinstallation.  

People may ask, wouldn’t it be cheaper to get an electronic instrument? It would cost at least $35,000 
to get an electronic instrument and then it might last 20-25 years. If we were to keep the pipes and do 
the work Buzard recommends, the organ would last another 75 years. In addition, the sound will be 
much better with pipes rather than speakers.  

The original pipe organ has historically supplied glorious sound to services in the chapel's sacred 
space. It now rests in silence.  

May the pipes ring forth joyful noise once more! 

Donations should be addressed to St. George’s, with “Chapel Organ Fund” in the memo.  

 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Ypma, 

Director of Music, St. George  
 


