
MARK TIMES NEWS & NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 
 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday is HERE! 

The ELCA’s annual day of service is TODAY! We have three projects for our 

members to help with: moving theological books from the Brendel’s home back to 

church to prepare them for shipment to missionaries overseas; trash pick-up 

around the church’s neighborhood; creating artistic placemats and greeting 

cards for the homebound and nursing home residents. Come down to the Parish 

Hall after worship for snacks and sandwiches, and we’ll get underway around 11! 
 

Franklin School Lunch Packing 
St. Mark continues our ministry of packing and delivering sack lunches to 20 needy students at 

Franklin School for long holiday weekends. Our food shelves are stocked full at the moment, but you 

can help by volunteering to help pack. Packing lunches only takes about an hour on the last 

school day before the following holidays: Labor Day, Columbus Day, election day, Veteran's Day, 

Thanksgiving, Christmas, Martin Luther King Day, Presidents' Day, Spring Break and possibly 

Memorial Day weekend. Contact Peggy Andersen (791-0992) to sign up or to ask questions. Your 

support is so much appreciated by the Franklin children and staff and our Evangelism & Social 

Ministry committee. *Our next packing day is Thursday, October 6! 
 

Guest Speakers Wanted! 

With the Christian Education season warming up and Pastor Brian involved in teaching Confirmation 

classes through the end of October, we are offering Adult Forum class hours to anyone in the 

congregation with a pertinent interest or skill or knowledge to share for the good of our people. 

We have nine open dates we’d like to fill! Please let Pastor Brian know if you are interested in 

leading a class, or if you have an idea but aren’t sure its applicable.   
 

Homebound Transportation 

Several of our “homebound” members are only such because they do not have transportation to 

church. We are gauging the interest of congregation members who may be willing to transport one 

“homebound” member to and from church just once a month.  This is not a huge commitment 

but would truly mean so much to those who have missed being in church in-person. Please contact 

Pastor Brian if you would like more information on which to base a decision. 
 

Food Pantry Needs 

With so many more people in need these days, the shelves of our food pantry are looking bare. While 

we have plenty of corn and green beans, we particularly need soups, canned meats, stews, and 

canned pasta. Also, very helpful would be personal care items such as toothpaste and tooth 

brushes, deodorant, bath soap, and feminine hygiene products. Food donations can be dropped 

off during normal business hours (M-F, 9A-3P) or in the narthex/Welcome Area on Sunday mornings. 
 

Church Picnic September 18 

This year’s church picnic is NEXT Sunday, September 18 from noon to 4pm at Schranz Memorial 

Park in Swansea. Bring food enough for you and your family, and a game to share. Water and 

lemonade and desserts will be provided!  



Meals on Wheels Needs Volunteers! 

The Meals on Wheels program delivers essential nutritious meals to seniors in our area, and operates 

a few of days a week out of our Parish Hall. They need volunteer drivers, especially on Mondays. The 

time commitment is usually 90 minutes to two hours, depending on the route. If you are interested, 

please contact Theresa at Senior Services at 618-801-8898 or tcollins@seniorservicesplus.org. 
 

40th Anniversary Celebration – a “Ruby Jubilee!” 

A joint committee from St. Mark and St. George’s is hard at work planning a celebration in honor of 

our 40 years of partnership in ministry this year! Mark your calendars for our “Ruby Jubilee” on 

Saturday, November 5. We will worship together in the late morning before sharing a meal, 

conversation, and memories at Bella Milano in Shiloh. Tickets are $27.00 each; the luncheon will seat 

100, so get your tickets early! Tickets will be on sale starting NEXT Sunday, September 18. 
 

Field Trip to the Concordia Historical Institute Museum 

On Monday, October 10 (Columbus Day), St. Mark members are welcome to join the confirmation 

class on a field trip to the Concordia Historical Institute museum at the Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod (LCMS) International Center in Kirkwood, MO. While the museum naturally focuses on the 

development and growth of the LCMS, we in the ELCA share much of the same history for most of 

the 500 years since the Reformation. The museum tour should last around 90 minutes, and we hope 

to gather for a meal together before or after the tour. Watch for more info coming soon! 
 

Seminarian Brian Moeller Update 

Brian Moeller of our congregation recently concluded his year-long pastoral internship 

at Faith Lutheran Church in O’Fallon. This was his final year of seminary studies, and 

he now begins the process of interviewing with open congregations as he seeks a 

pastoral call. You might see him around St. Mark for a few Sundays; be sure to say 

hello and wish him well! 
 

Care Packages 

The Health and Wellness Ministry will be collecting items for care packages to be sent to Lisa Reyes 

and Dave Schaaf.  Lisa lives in a group home in Missouri. She likes teas, lotions, jelly beans, nail 

polish, yarn, and grooming items. Dave lives in Oklahoma. He would enjoy Cardinals gear, joke 

books, and photos of old friends. We will have a basket available to place items into in the 

narthex through Sunday, September 18.  Pastor will deliver the items to Lisa, and the care 

package will be shipped to Dave.  Thank you for thinking of these friends of St. Mark! 
 

Offerings Report for September 4:  

General Fund: $4,195 (includes online offerings received by 9/9)  

 

“Flatstor Brian” Project THANK YOU! 

The Evangelism committee thanks everyone who participated in the Flatstor 

Brian project this summer! It was so much fun seeing the many places to which 

you took Pastor Brian over the summer – 27 states and three countries! His last 

appearance was at Brooke Schaefer’s wedding rehearsal in Nebraska – in 

person! 
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