
MARK TIMES NEWS & NOTES FOR DECEMBER 18, 2022 
 

Adult Forum: The Cherry Tree Carol 

Join us for today’s forum as Pastor Brian leads an introduction (or reintroduction) to 

the “Cherry Tree Carol,” with accompaniment by Evelyn! This carol dates to the 

1500’s in its modern incarnation but has roots that go back hundreds of years earlier, 

to ancient Syria. Creatively building on gospel narrative, the song fills in the gaps 

of the brief Nativity stories in Matthew and Luke – with some unexpected sauciness! 
 

Decorating Day Upcoming! 
We will finish decorating for Christmas at 9:00AM on Saturday, December 24. This is 

a joint effort by the altar guilds of St Mark and St George, but ALL are encouraged to come 

and help! Many hands make work light! 
 

Congratulations Brian! 

We give thanks to God for the Reverend Brian Moeller, who was ordained to the ministry 

of Word and Sacrament yesterday at Faith Lutheran Church in O’Fallon. Bishop S. John 

Roth of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod presided and preached, and our own Pastor 

Brian served as the Assisting Minister. Brian has been called to serve St. Petri Lutheran 

Church in Flanagan, Illinois. 
 

Christmas Flowers 

Proclaim Christ’s birth with flowers! Special envelopes can be found in the pews. Anyone 

wishing to donate should fill out the front portion and return it, with a check or cash, to the 

offering plate or the office by TOMORROW, Monday, December 19. Any dedications listed 

on the envelopes will be published in the Christmas bulletin. 
 

Advent Communion Service & Soup Suppers conclude this Wednesday, 

December 21. Come enjoy a hot meal of soup and salad at 6:00PM in the Parish Hall 

before joining us in the church for worship at 7:00PM. 
 

January Ladies Tea 

All ladies of St George’s and St Mark parishes are cordially invited to a special tea hosted by Christie 

Ohlemeier and her committee. It will be held on Saturday, January 28 at 3:00PM in the Parish Hall. 

Come and enjoy fellowship and fun over a cup of tea and some good things to eat. Please RSVP by 

Wednesday, January 25 to Sue Vaughn 618-583-7213 or Sarah Bender 317-730-1470. 
 

Christmas Schedule 
 

           FESTIVAL CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP    CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 

             Saturday, December 24, 7:00PM         Sunday, December 25, 10:00AM 

Joint service with St. George’s Episcopal Church 
 

THE NAME OF JESUS / THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

Sunday, January 1, 10:00AM 

Joint service of Lessons & Carols with St. George’s Episcopal Church 



Memorial Service Announcement 

John and Peggy Andersen wish to thank everyone for their support thus far, and to announce that a 

memorial service for their son Christopher “Chris” Andersen, who passed into everlasting life on 

December 6, will be held this Friday, December 23 at 11:00 a.m. at St. Mark Lutheran Church. A time 

of visitation will begin at 10:00 a.m. on the same day, also at St. Mark.  A luncheon in the Parish 

Hall will follow the service. 
 

A Word To Advent And Christmas from Bishop Roth 

As Fleming Rutledge writes, “Of all the seasons of the church year, Advent most closely mirrors the 

daily lives of Christians and of the church, asks the most important ethical questions, presents the 

most accurate picture of the human condition, and above all, orients us to the future of the God who 

will come again.” 

Advent gives voice to our deepest fears, conflicts, and sorrows in its apocalyptic language of 

struggle against cosmic evil. “A Mighty Fortress” is not known as an Advent hymn, but Martin Luther 

captures Advent’s eschatological confidence in verse three: 

Though all the world with devils fill 

And threaten to devour us 

We tremble not, we trust God’s will: 

They cannot overpower us. 

Though Satan rant and rage, 

In fiercest war engage,  

This tyrant’s doomed to fail; 

God’s judgment must prevail! 

One little word shall triumph. 

Second, Advent engages us in purposeful waiting. I am one of those who believe that Advent 

tutors us spiritually in active anticipation, the discipline of living into an unfulfilling time with hope. Yes, 

I am one of those who feel more attuned to Advent when it is not interrupted by Christmas songs. 

Christmas will come; wait for it. 

Third, historically, Advent is a penitential season, akin to Lent. As we prepare to recall God’s 

arrival as a human being in Jesus and to anticipate Jesus’ return at the end of time, we reflect on our 

sinfulness and need for a Savior. 

Advent worship and devotion weave together these intersecting Advent characteristics: hope in 

the coming fullness of the reign of God even as we experience brokenness, struggle, and 

disillusionment now; the gift of purposeful waiting; and humble recognition that we need a Savior. 

These Advent characteristics are not simply for our spiritual wholeness as individuals; that would miss 

the point of God’s cosmic reign. They are for us as community — as church. They are necessary 

ingredients for “living in harmony with one another.” 

God bless your Advent and your Christmas. Not for your sake only, but far more broadly. The 

world profoundly needs Advent’s hope and Christmas’s fulfillment. May our witness, our embrace of 

Advent and Christmas, be a beacon for living in harmony with one another…so that together we may 

with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.   – Bishop S. John Roth 
 

Offerings Report for December 11:     

General Fund: $2,013 (includes online offerings received by 12/16);  

Food Pantry: $3; Roland Jacquot Memorials: $95; Chris Andersen Memorials: $100 


