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+ To parents with small children: We are glad your family is worshiping with us today! “Quiet Bags” 

(supplies & activities for use by small children) are available in the Welcome Area.  If you or your child need 

a break from the service, feel free to use the Welcome Area/narthex (the service is audible over the speakers). 

+ An accessible Restroom is available off the Welcome Area/Narthex next to the accessibility lift to the lower 

level.  Parish Hall and additional Restrooms are located on the lower level of the main church building. The 

stairway is off the entrance foyer. An usher will be happy to assist you with the lift.  

+ Assistive listening devices and low vision items are available. Please ask one of our ushers for assistance. 

+ Land Acknowledgement: This church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 

Quapaw, Myaamia, Kaskaskia, and Kickapoo peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here 

since time immemorial. We also recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and still call 

this land home. 



PRELUDE  “Arioso” J.S. Bach 

WELCOME Please STAND as you are able   

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit – the one God who pours love into our hearts and 

healing upon the earth. Amen. 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

You may KNEEL or remain as you are. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and 

in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our 

relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show 

genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to 

one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through  Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 

condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of everlasting life. Receive ☩ freely this 

healing gift of grace. Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN  “Lord of Light” ELW 688 

 

 



 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we 

cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the 

generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.    Following the prayer, please SIT. 

WORD 

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10—4:11 

10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 

changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not 

do it. 

  4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD and 

said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 

Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, 

abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, O LORD, please take my 

life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to 

be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for 

himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

  6 The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 

head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn 

came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When 

the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that 

he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 

  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 

angry enough to die.” 10 Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you 



did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 

night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more 

than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, 

and also many animals?” 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8      spoken responsively between leader and congregation 
1 I will exalt you, my | God and king, 

  and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 

 2 Every day | will I bless you 

  and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 

 3 Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised! 

  There is no end | to your greatness. 

 4 One generation shall praise your works | to another 

  and shall de- | clare your power.  

 5 I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty 

  and all your | marvelous works. 

 6 They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts, 

  and I will re- | count your greatness. 

 7 They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness; 

  they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 

 8 The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.  

ALLELUIA VERSE The assembly STANDS to welcome the gospel.   
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GOSPEL:    Matthew 20:1-16 

A reading from the Holy Gospel… according to the apostle Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early 

in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a 

denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, 

he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the 

vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again about 

noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found 

others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’  7 They 

said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 

vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the 

laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’  9 When 

those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius.  10 Now when the first 

came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius.  11 And 

when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only 

one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you 

not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this 

last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 

me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will 

be last.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ.      Please SIT 

SERMON                        “The Discomfort of Grace”    The Rev. Brian M. Robison, pastor 

Following the sermon, the assembly STANDS to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “You Are the Way”  ELW 758 

 



APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary. 

 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

     the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.    Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION The names of those for whom we pray aloud (members, staff, first-time 

additions) are listed below. Please read only the first names. Other prayer intentions can be found in the back of 

this bulletin. The response to “Hear us, O God,” is “Your mercy is great.” 

Ken Augustine, Eleanor Benton, Natalie & Cody Best, Don Boatman, Dave Brauer, Rob Buck,  

Lorraine Crannage, Gary Dozier, Evelyn Duncan, Art Engelage, Michael Foppe, Ola Fulton,  

Mary Hill, Morris Kugler, Diane Maes, Bruce Martens, Lucy Montgomery, Ron Neustadt, Jon Newton,  

Tina Partelow, Marilyn Robinson, Wilma Shroat, Nancy Tegtmeier, Cohen Summers,  

Carol Weshinskey, Gary Weshinskey   

PEACE  

The assembly is invited to share a greeting of God’s peace with one another. Following the Peace, you may be 

seated for a few moments. 

CHOIR ANTHEM “I Will Follow” Wagner 

OFFERING   

Should you wish to leave an offering today, it may be placed in the wooden box on the table near the baptismal 

font at any point during or after the service. 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER   Please STAND as you are able 

Assistant: Let us pray together…  

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. 

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

It is indeed right…we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 

  

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER traditional 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come;   

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

LAMB OF GOD Please SIT 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION   

Communion is open to everyone.  In this sacrament, we believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and 

wine.  At this service, communion will be served from around the altar rail. At the usher’s direction, please come 

forward and kneel at the altar rail. 

 After receiving the bread, you may take an individual cup or drink from the chalice.  

 You may return to your seat after communing. 

 Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing. Please cross your arms over your 

chest to indicate this preference. 

 Reception of the Eucharist under one kind (bread or wine) is valid communion for those who must avoid 

either for health reasons. 

 If you are unable to go to the altar for communion, please notify an usher or the pastor, so that communion 

may be brought to you in your pew. 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS 

“Lord of All Hopefulness” ELW 765 

 

 

“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” ELW 588 

 



 
 

After the distribution is complete, please STAND as you are able for the blessing. 

TABLE BLESSING   

The Body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

CANTICLE AFTER COMMUNION “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise” ELW 207 

   

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Assistant: Let us pray together… 

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, 

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING    

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen. 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the 

Spirit. Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 



SENDING HYMN “Take My Life That I May Be”  ELW 583 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DISMISSAL       

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE “The Fifers” F. Dandrieu 
 

 

 

 

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison + Assisting Minister: Sherri Foppe  

Crucifer:  Keith Kniepkamp  +  Chalice Bearer: Mike Murakami  +  Lector:  Corbin Monfre 

Tech Minister: Greg Martens  +  Safety Volunteer: Frank Dressel 

Organist: Evelyn Duncan  +   Ushers:  Danielle Tribout & TBD 

 



 

Prayer Intentions 

Bold names indicate this week’s new additions to the prayer list 

Members 

Ken Augustine, Eleanor Benton, Natalie & Cody Best, Don Boatman, Dave Brauer, Rob Buck, Lorraine Crannage,  

Gary Dozier, Evelyn Duncan, Art Engelage, Michael Foppe, Ola Fulton, Mary Hill, Morris Kugler, Diane Maes,  

Bruce Martens, Lucy Montgomery, Ron Neustadt, Jon Newton, Tina Partelow, Marilyn Robinson, Wilma Shroat,  

Cohen Summers, Nancy Tegtmeier, Carol Weshinskey, Gary Weshinskey   

Family and Friends 

Dennis Althardt, Bert Alvarez, Stellamarie Bearth, John Belz, Jim Boeving, Thomas Boxdorfer, Patty Brennecke, 

Patrick Campbell, Susan Carson, Christine, Liliam Coleman, Robyn Combs, Catherine Davis, Mike Ellison,  

Katrina Fenner, Maryann Fernandez, Josh Gansmann, Christine Gass, Viv Gillespie, Joni Giordano, David Graber,  

Stephanie Groennert, TC Groennert, Glenna Hamilton, Jamie House, Jimmy Jurgens, Rachel Knicely,  

Austin Lickenbrock, Dusty Little, Donna Loesche, Becky Loeschner, Wyatt Madison, Christopher Martiszus,  

Bobby McCall, Don McCoy, Allen Martens, Janet Middendorf, Linda Munn, Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt,  

Dean Norrenberns, Hilda Parnell, Tim & Missy Partelow, Lana Perry, Larry Powers, Goldie Rideout,  

Darrell Robinson, Sarah and Family, Jill Schlueter, Stefanie Schroeder, Larry Powers, Denise Sebastian,  

James Showmaker, David & Donna Sims, Margie Snep, Tom Stookey, Ingrid Thompson, Gary Timm, Pat Tubbs, 

David Vaught, Toni Walston, Louise Wilson, Margie Wilson, Molly Witherell,  

Karen Woolf, Ken Zika, Chloe Zipperer 
 

Members and Friends Serving in Our Nation’s Military 

Joshua Anthony, Ethan Collins, Tom Fox, Taiylar Foppe Merrel,  

Josh Merrel, Ryan McKenzie, Amy Morgan 
 

Members celebrating birthdays this week 

Beverlee Worley (9/20), Evelyn Duncan (9/24), and Anna Robison (9/25) 

 

Members celebrating Wedding Anniversaries this week:   

Ivan & Judy Kohlmeier (9/23) and Brad & Laurie Geppert (9/23) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mark Staff 

Pastor: The Rev. Brian M. Robison 

Administrative Assistant: Randi Cardoza + Music Director: Carol Kugler 

Organist: Evelyn Duncan + Parish Nurse: Becky Schnitzius  

Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Ronald C. Neustadt 



 

 

 

News & Notes for 

September 20, 2026 
 

 

 
 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

Monday, September 21: 2:30PM Fiber Arts – Westfield Manor  

 Thursday, September 24: 4:15PM Voice Choir 

  6:00PM Bell Choir 

  6:00PM    Yoga – Parish Hall  

 

Adult Forum Returns with "Jonah — A Show About Nothing (and Everything)" 

Join Pastor Brian this morning as we kick off our new Adult Education season with a fresh look at the 

Book of Jonah — yes, the one with the fish. If you've ever loved a sitcom where nobody learns their 

lesson and nobody really changes, you'll recognize Jonah immediately. Through the lens of Seinfeld's 

famous "show about nothing," we'll dig into a story that's really about everything: mercy, resentment, 

and who gets to be inside the circle of God's grace. Come with questions, leave with more — no tidy 

endings guaranteed! 

 

Choirs are Back! 

Choirs resumed rehearsals last week, but there’s still time for you to join! Voice Choir meets at 4:15PM 

and Bell Choir meets at 6:00PM. If you can carry a tune at all (you don’t need to sing solo or even read 

music), the chancel choir would love to welcome you! Interested? Call Carol Kugler at 618-581-3079. 

 

Chili Cook-Off Help Wanted!  

‘Tis the season! Belleville’s annual Chili Cook-Off will be Friday, October 9 and 

Saturday, October 10. The production and sale of St. George’s chili benefits both 

congregations, and volunteers are needed to make this event a success. Tentative 

plans are to make and sell at least 200 gallons of White Chili this year. 

    Preparation begins next week!  Chicken cooking is scheduled 9:00AM-3:00PM on Wednesdays 

September 23, 30 and October 7.  Each cooking day needs two three-hour shifts of two people to 

accomplish the grinding, cooking and bagging of the cooked chicken. 

    The signup sheet for helping with the Chicken Cooking is in the Parish Hall on the wall opposite the 

stairs. 

 

 



Church Picnic NEXT SUNDAY  

After the weather put a damper on our pool party but still wanting to have an outdoor church event, we 

have pivoted back to a church picnic, which will be NEXT Sunday, September 27 from noon to 3pm 

at Schranz Memorial Park in Swansea. Format will be as in years past: bring food enough for you and 

your family, and a game to share! 

 

Change to Franklin School Lunch Packing 
Normally at this time of year we would be recruiting volunteers and soliciting donations for packing 

lunches for children in particular need at Franklin elementary school. However, we were 

contacted by the principal at Franklin to say that their needs have changed, and while they very much 

have appreciated our efforts to provide nutritious meals over holiday weekends, they will not be 

participating in the sack lunch program this year. They would like to find some other way to partner 

with us, so keep an eye on this space for more information. And, THANK YOU all for what you’ve done 

to support this program for many years! 
 

School Supply Drive Thank You Note 

St. Mark received a thank you note from Franklin School. You can see it on the bulletin board in the 

welcome area by the calendar.  

Thank you so much for your continued support and supplies for our kids. Your donations and love are 

always valued and appreciated.  - Franklin School 

 

St. Mark Offerings for 9/13: General Fund: $2,442 

 

Coming Soon! 
Saturday, October 24, 6:00PM:  Reformation Potluck and Hymn Singing 

Friday, October 30, 5:00-8:00PM:  Downtown Belleville Trick or Treat 

Sunday, November 15:    Pumpkin Palooza 

Saturday, November 21:   Boy Scout Food Drive 


